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How  did  a single  gunman  shoot  three  drug  dealers?WOnLine 
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| What  will  Nunn  do  with  the  National? 
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Treetop 
party  as 
machine 
army 
circles 


John  Vidal,  above,  who 
recently  went  undercover 
as  a Newbury  bypass 
security  guard,  now  joins 
protesters  in  d^ences 
lOQfl  above  the  ground 

THE  CB  radio  crackled 
into  life  at  6am. 
“What’s  coming?” — 
“Yellow  coats.’* 

“How  many?” — 
“Hundreds.”  • • 

“Roger.  Charlie,  I think 
wehaveahit.”  . 

In  the  da  wn  half-light,  40 
or  so  Reddings  Copse 
protesters  whoop.  Ttc 
been  waiting  for  this  five 
months,”  says  Howie  and 
then  shouts  into  the 
morning:  “Come  and  get  us, 
if  yon  think  you’re  tall 
enough.” 

Eight  coach-loads  of 
security  guards  are  running 
across  the  fields.  The 
protesters  greet  them  with 
thdr  war  cry  of  “ Amga”, 
and  drums  begin  beating 
between  the  trees. 

Howie.  Greg.  Boh,  Jim, 
Danny  .Blue,  Alex.  Hughie 
and  a dozen  others  have  - 
slept  for  three  hoars  but  are 
now  working  feverishly  to 
further  defend  The  Pine,  ft 
is  the  tallest  and  stralghtest 
tree  on  the  Newbury  bypass 
route,  150ft  high  with  tree 
houses  at  100  and  130  feet. 

At  the  very  tip.  a ladder 
reaches  over  everything 
with  a defiant  flag.  From 
here  all  Berkshire  can  be 
seen,  as  can  the  full  length 
of  the  bypass  route— 
already  a 100-yard  wide, 
nine-mile  long  trail  of  m ud 
and  broken  trees. 

Within  15  minutes.  The 
Pine  and  four  90ft  oak  trees, 
each  with  a house,  are 
surrounded.  There  are 
protest  drums  and  the 
adrenalin  is  soaring. 
Everyone  will  be  arrested, 
many  possibly  jailed. 

People  clamber  out  of  the 
houses  to  cling  to  branches 
and  broadcast  credos  to  the 
Stale  below:  “This  mosey 
should  be  siient  on 
education”,  “We’d  rather 
die  like  lions  than  live  like 
you  lot”. 

The  Pine’s  lower  tree 
house  is  solid  enough — a 
mix  of  domes  tic  cosiness 
with  a stove,  carpets  and 
kitchen — and  rock-hard  ■ 
road-slowers’  tools. 

There  are  bicycles,  locks. 
D clamps,  wires  (barbed 

and  straight),  hooks, 
padlocks,  chains  and 
handcuffs  to  lock  on  to  the 
tree  when  the  bailiffs 
inevitably  arrive. 

Soon,  there  is  alow 
distant  ramble.  With 
Wagnerian  overstatement, 
200  more  guards  are 
escorting  four  mechanical 
diggers  through  a field. 

They  crash  and  crush  all 
before  them.  The  last  one 
carries  a blazing  fire  in  its 
bucket  “They’ve  brought 
their  own  damn-hell 
torch,”  says  Bob. 

The  machines  .. 
metaphorically  beat  their 
chests,  raising  their  digging 

arms  in  mock  salute  to  the 
protesters.  “It’s  a Woody 
siege.”  says  someone  from 
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Thefbriifiedpine. ‘Comeandgetos.  if  you  think  you’re  tall  enough'  pHoroonAm-  garry  weaeer 

' '."M  ••--It'H  ] security  cordon.  “To  tell 

4 — ~ an  the  truth.  I was  pooping 

tJjjI  myself,”  he  says. 

ifS*— Kg  He  has  a black  eye  and  mat* 

a braising  from  an  eviction  you  L 

a two  days  previously.  He  mf1**'*  &= 

^ M^J^JgESggk  ten  talks  of  pressing  charges.  THfEYkz  Hewo^n*  , 

p™E£d#  ' - S®!  got  here.”  He  helps  dross  ^ 

vTjff  the  tree  further  fa  wire  and  tT\a'  * .cl  

n X bailiflShave  still  not 

Trtf  77  -W  arrived  and  it  becomes  —‘'•Safin 

Hm //  clear  that  the  real  action  is  JBBPiiBk 

„ .ig  m II  ' 1(5*®  at  other  camps.  Sheriff's 

officers  have  arrested  17  JR3h§ 

■ I F - ’ ■ ^wl  ' ; protesters  and  tJeared  six  .Aft— 

I)  Pflk  'lBKi — tree  houses  at  a camp  at 

Hr  Bagnor  on  the'northern  Down  on  the  ground  the 

//j  ■ : ■ part  of  the  route.  Another  machines  and  guards  circle 

W^S^m  campaigner  has  been  held  the  huge  pine  tree  ever 

in  Reddings  Copse.  - more  tightly,  completely 

Ur  sbs^ssssll By  mid-afternoon,  as  the  drowning  the  music  and  the 

the  roof.  ‘Tf  s the  bloody  machines  gather  closer  to  talk  above.  Smoke  from  the 

State  steamrolling  -the  base  ofthe  tree  houses,  brush  fires  and  burning 

everything,”  says  another,  it  dawns  on  everyone  that  trees  obscures  the 

ButerBalim  He  is  famous  there  will  be  no  evictions  landscape.  The  cordon 

for  Ms  16-day  vigil  up  a from  the  camp  today.  There  moves  in  another  yard.  Now 

tripod  on  part  ofthe  route.  is  a mix  of  relief  for  the  they  are  actually  in  the  - 

He  arrives  without  trees  and  anti-climax.  campsite. 

climbing  harness,  having  “Okay,  let’s  party.”  says  “Tomorrow,  mate,"  says 

ftee-cHmbed  across  four  Bob.  A guitar  Is  hauled  up  one  ofthe  security  guards  as 

trees  and  50  yards  of  aerial  from  the  base  Ofthe  tree  we  abseil  down  the  100  feet 

ropeway,  beginning  his  and  a water  container  to  the  ground.  “Tomorrow 

ascent  outside  file  guards'  becomes  a drum.  we  get  you." 


the  roof.  “It’s  the  bloody 
State  steaxnroUing 
everything,”  says  another. 

Enter  Balin.Heis  famous 
for  Us  16-day  vigil  up  a 
tripod  on  part  of  the  route. 
He  arrives  without 
climbing  harness,  having 
free-climbed  across  four 
trees  and  50  yards  of  aerial 
ropeway,  beginning  his 
ascent  outside  fiie  guards' 


Down  on  the  ground  the 
machines  and  guards  circle 
the  huge  pine  tree  ever 
more  tightly,  completely 
drowning  the  music  and  the 
talk  above.  Smoke  from  the 
brush  fires  and  burning 
trees  obscures  the 
landscape.  The  cordon 
moves  in  another  yard.  Now 
they  are  actually  6n  the 
campsite. 

“Tomorrow,  mate,"  says 
one  of  the  security  guards  as 
I we  abseil  down  the  100  feet 
to  the  ground.  “Tomorrow 
we  get  you." 


Judge  flays 
Howard  over 
‘unjust’  plans 


2&, 


Clare  Dyer 

Legal  Correspondent 


LORD  Taylor,  the 
Lord  Chief  Jus- 
tice, last  night 
mounted  a scath- 
ing attack  on  the 
Home  Secretary’s 
plans  fbr  mandatory  life  sen- 
tences for  repeat  rapists  and 
violent  offenders  and  stiff 
minim n no  terms  fbr  persis- 
tent burglars  and  drug 
dealers. 

The  senior  judge  in  Eng- 
land and  "Wales  said  the  plans, 
due  to  be  published  in  a 
White  Paper  this  spring, 
would  cause  injustice  and 
would  not  work.  The  evidence 
that  a harsher  sentencing 
regime  “will  achieve  any- 
thing beyond  a bonanza  for 
prison  architects  simply  does 
not  exist", 

He  added:  “All  the  wishful 
thinking  in  the  world  will  not 
convince  anyone  that  crime 
in  America  has  fallen  because 
of  their  sentencing  policy.” 
Speaking  at  King’s  College, 
London,  Lord  Taylor  said 
England’s  second  most  senior 
judge.  Sir  Thomas  Bingham, 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
agreed  with  him.  - 
Launching  the  latest  salvo 
in  the  battle  between  Michael 
Howard  and  the  judges  over 
the  plans.  Lord  Taylor  said 
his  objections  were  not  based 
on  constitutional  grounds  or 
“a  jealous  protection  of  judi- 
cial independence”.  As  a 
judge,  it  was  not  for  him  to 
complain  that  it  would  have 
what  had  been  described  as  a 
“disastrous”  effect  on  the 
prison  popolation. 

His  first  objection  was  that 
the  plans  would  cause  injus- 


tice by  fettering  the  judge's 
riiameHnn  to  take  account  of 
the  circumstances. 

They  were  incompatible 
with  an  important  strand  in 
the  criminal  law,  the  policy  of 
discounting  sentences  for 
guilty  pleas,  which  saved 
time  and  money  and  encour- 
aged criminals  to  admit  their 
guilt  enhancing  the  prospects 
of  rehabilitation.  Both  objec- 
tives would  be  frustrated  if 
judges  had  no  discretion  to 
reduce  sentences. 

Lord  Taylor  echoed  Lord 
Justice  Rose’s  concern  that 
repeat  rapists  who  knew  they 
faced  a mandatory  life  sen- 
tence would  kill  their  victims. 

“1  wonder  whether  a repeat 
rapist  faced  with  an  auto- 
matic life  sentence,  will  not 
think  it  less  risky  to  cut  his 
losses  by  killing  the  only  wit- 
ness to  his  crime.  He  may 
then  escape  conviction 
altogether. " 

Finally,  said  Lord  Taylor 
“I  disagree  with  these  propos- 
als because  I am  quite  sure 


Dole  claims 
parly  crown 


Martin  Walker 
In  Washington 

THE  Republican  senator 
Robert  Dole  virtually 
nailed  down  his  party’s 
presidential  nomination  yes- 
terday after  winning  eight 
primary  states  and  the  en- 
dorsement of  two  candidates 
who  withdrew  from  the  race. 
Governor  Lamar  Alexander 
and  Senator  Richard  Lugar. 

Although  the  publishing  bit 
lion  a ire  Steve  Forbes  and  the 
rigbtwing  radical  Pat 
Buchanan  will  battle  on,  and 
although  two-thirds  of  toe  pri- 
maries are  still  to  be  fought, 
toe  1996  election  is  shaping  up 
as  a clash  between  Mr  Dole 
and  President  Bill  Clinton. 

This  would  echo  toe  contest 
which  Mr  Clinton  won  four 
years  ago  against  another  vet- 
eran of  the  second  world  war, 
George  Bush. 

“In  Bob  Dole,  we  have 
found  a candidate  who  can 
bring  the  Republican  party 
together,”  Mr  Dole  claimed 
yesterday. 

He  laughed  off  questions 
about  his  age  — he  will  be  73 
in  July  — by  saying:  "I  have 
got  lower  blood  pressure  and 
lower  cholesterol  than  Clin- 
ton, but  I wont  make  health 
an  issue  in  this  campaign." 

The  usual  drama  of  the  elec- 
tion year  appears  to  be  ending 
prematurely,  although  Mr 
Forbes’s  campaign  received  a 


football  star,  fbrmer  congress- 
man and  cabinet  member 
finally  endorsed  him. 

New  York  opinion  polls 
suggested  that  Mr  Dole,  toe 
senate  leader,  would  gain 
more  votes  than  Mr  Forbes 
and  Mr  Buchanan  combined. 

Mr  Buchanan  said  yester- 
day he  would  stay  in  the  race 
— although  he  now  seems  to 
be  more  concerned  with  lead- 
ing conservatives  and  the 
religious  right 

There  was  no  comment 
from  the  White  House  yester- 
day. but  with  opinion  polls 
showing  Mr  Clinton  with  a 
double-digit  lead  over  Mr 
Dole,  the  president  and  his 
aides  are  more  than  confident 

Mr  Alexander  and  Mr 
Lugar  withdrew  following  a 
clean  sweep  by  Mr  Dole  of  the 
eight  "Junior  Tuesday” 
states:  Georgia,  Colorado, 
Maryland  and  the  five  New 
England  states. 

Mr  Dole’s  victory  was  less 
than  triumphant  after  losing 
the  early  primaries  in  New 
Hampshire  to  Mr  Buchanan 
and  Delaware  and  Arizona  to 
Mr  Forbes. 

Governor  George  Pataki  of 
New  York  is  poised  to  deliver 
its  102  delegates  to  Mr  Dole  in 
today's  primary.  The  governor 
of  Texas,  George  Bush  junior, 
yesterday  joined  his  father, 
the  former  president,  in  en- 
dorsing Mr  Dole  in  advance  of 
next  week's  Super  Tuesday 
primary  in  the  south  next 
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‘These  proposals 
will  not  work . . . 

I have  no  doubt 
that  what 
primarily  deters 
crime  is  the 
likelihood  of 
detection* 

- Lord  Taylor,  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice 


they  will  not  work  ...  I have 
no  doubt  that  what  primarily 
deters  crime  is  the  likelihood 
of  detection.” 

He  said  toe  volume  of  crim- 
inal justice  legislation  was 
alarming. 

There  was  “a  pervading 
sense  of  frenzy  and  uncer- 
tainty” in  the  courts,  added  to 
by  an  “invading  army  con- 
ducting management  reviews, 
feasibility  projects  and  pilot 
studies”. 

Complex  laws  were  pushed 
through  so  quickly  that  “in- 
consistencies and  lacunae 
have  to  be  cured  in  the  Court 
of  Appeal  or  even  by  yet  more 
legislation”.  j 

Ordinances  and  procedures  1 
regulating  what  could  or 
could  not  be  done  in  society 
“should  not  be  subject  to  arbi- 
trary change  by  the  powers 
that  be  or  to  the  vagaries  of 
fashion”. 

Lord  Taylor  told  his  audi- 
ence that  he  had  voiced  his 
opposition,  and  that  of  toe 
senior  judiciary,  when  the 


sentencing  proposals  were 
first  announced  but  had  since 
refrained  from  commenting 
while  awaiting  the  White 
Paper. 

However,  the  motivation 
behind  the  judiciary's  objec- 
tions had  been  misinter- 
preted, he  said,  and  he  felt 
obliged  to  clarify  them. 

Mr  Howard's  proposals 
have  drawn  strong  criticism 
from  other  senior  figures  in 
the  judiciary,  including  the 
former  Master  of  the  Rolls 
Lord  Donaldson,  and  from 
churchmen  and  penal  reform 
campaigners. 

Mr  Howard  said  last  night 
that  life  sentences  were 
needed  for  serious  violent  and 
sexual  offenders  because  un- 
less they  got  life  they  had  to 
be  released  at  the  end  of  their 
sentences,  even  if  they  were 
still  a danger  to  the  public. 

Persistent  burglars  and 
drug  dealers  were  “a  menace 
to  society",  be  added.  “The 
public  need  to  be  protected 
from  them.  The  Government 
believes  that  they  deserve 
long  stretches  in  prison.  In 
some  cases  they  do  get  them, 
but  in  many  cases  they  do 
not" 

The  Home  Office  said  the 
average  sentence  length  for  a 
first  time  domestic  burglary 
in  the  Crown  Court  in  1993/94 
was  16.2  months,  and  for  a 
seventh  offence  or  more  it 
was  only  slightly  higher  at 
19.4  months. 

“There  Is  surprisingly  little 
progression  in  these  figures. 
The  Government  firmly  be- 
lieves that  if  the  public  is  to 
be  protected,  and  if  a clear 
message  is  to  be  sent  to  the 
criminal  that  crime  does  not 
pay,  then  action  must  be 
taken.” 


A single  call  is  normally  all  it  takes  to  agree 
most  daimsThere  are  no  complicated  forms 
to  fill  In,  we  can  collect  your  car  and  return 
h to  you  following  a speedy,  quality  repair. 

It's  no  wonder  that  98%  of  customers 
would  recommend  our  claims  service  to 
their  friends,  for  die  ben  service  when  you 
need  it  most,  call  Direct  Line  today. 

0181  686  2468  0141  226  2468 

LONDON  OLASGOW 

0161839  2468  01212362468 

MANCHESTER  BIRMINGHAM 

0113  243  2468  0117  945  2468 
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The  Newspaper 
Focus  Award  for 
Outstanding 
Achievement 


Awarded  to  the  Guardian,  March  5,  by  a 
panel  of  judges  including  Sir  David  Frost, 
Kelvin  Mackenzie  and  Magnus  Lin  Water, 
who  said  the  newspaper  had  shown  an 
exceptional  ability  to  set  the  agenda  for 
debate  and  to  speak  powerfully  to  and  on 
behalf  of  its  readers.  This  is  the  citation  in  full 


«7iie  Guardian  has  shown  an  outstarxfing  performance 
on  aH  these  fronts,  ft  has,  with  the  appointment  of  Alan 
Rusbridger  as  editor,  been  rejuvenated.  New  writers 
have  been  brought  in  to  strengthen  it  editorially,  and  the  launch  of 
the  A5  Guide  in  the  north  of  England  In  September  boosted  the 
paper's  Saturday  sale  in  the  region  by  eigfit  per  cent  and  as  much 
as  15  per  cent  in  some  cities.  The  Friday  Review  was  launched  in 
the  spring  to  strengthen  the  paper's  coverage  of  the  arts,  books 
and  music.  More  recently,  it  launched  G02,  the  fret  dedicated 
information  technology  supplement  by  a British  newspaper,  not 
on  newsprint  but  on  tine  internet  It  was  also  no  slouch  at  getting 
the  stories,  and  at  setting  an  agenda  which  other  papers  felt 
obliged  to  follow.  The  Guardian  showed  that  with  the  publication 
of  Labour's  secret  strategy  document,  and  leaked  cabinet  papers 
showing  splits  on  race,  education  and  lottery  funding. 

The  Guardian  has  also  demonstrated  that  in  spite  of  the 
commercial  pressures  on  it  it  is  not  afraid  to  go  out  on  a limb.  It 
was  the  only  one  of  the  nationals  to  publish  the  disturbing  pic- 
ture of  a refugee  woman  in  Bosnia  hanging  from  a tree  in  the 
woods  near  a refugee  camp.  The  stillness  of  that  image  spoke 
more  about  the  pain  of  that  war  than  any  number  of  pictures  of 
combatants  or  wrecked  buildings. 


The  decision  to  publish  the  spread  with  a 5,000  word 
attempt  by  Myra  Hindley  to  explain  her  crimes  was  coura- 
geous, and  it  came  in  for  criticism,  not  least  from  other  news- 
papers. A paper  that  is  secure  enough  in  itself  to  go  against  the 
grain  and  explore  contrary  views  deserves  our  admiration. 
There  are  few  politicians  prepared  to  do  that  these  days,  and  if 
it  were  not  for  newspapers  tike  the  Guardian  we  would  all  be 
worse  off. 

1 995  was  also  the  year  in  which  the  paper  reaped  the  bene- 
fit of  having  taken  the  right  decisions  at  the  start  of  the  pnoe 
war.  News  International  might  have  shown  that  newspapers 
can  definitely  be  sold  on  price.  But  the  Guardian  also  showed 
that  you  don’t  have  to  play  that  game.  By  holding  its  price,  in 
spite  of  a frightening  differential  of  up  to  25  pence  against  its 
main  rivals  at  times,  and  investing  in  its  editorial  strengths,  it 
managed  to  maintain  sales  of  around  404,000  in  the  autumn  — 
the  same  as  the  corresponding  period  in  1994.  By  doing  so. 
the  Guardian  showed,  more  than  any  other  paper,  the  value  of 
a newspaper  as  a brand,  standing  for  values  which  go  beyond 
the  mere  physical  product  that  people  buy  every  — 
day,  and  for  which  rts  readers  are  prepared  to  con- 
tinue to  pay  a premium. 


Editor  of 
the  year 

Alan  Rusbridger 

•National  Newspaper  Editor 
of  the  Year,  Newspaper  Focus 
awards.  March  5 

• Newspaper  Editor  of  the 
Year,  What  foe  Papers  Say 
Awards,  February  16 

Colour 
Supplement 
of  the  year 

Weekend 

•National  Colour  Supplement 
of  the  year.  Newspaper  Focus 
awards.  MarchS 
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Exclusive: 

‘The  shame 
I felt  in 
chains — 

I Just  wanted 
to  die’ 


January  6 
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Arms  bosses’  secret  plot 
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Exclusive: 

Arms 


secret  plot 


December  18 
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Exclusive: 

Myra 
Hindley: 
my  life,  my 
guilt,  my 
weakness 


October  24 
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Exclusive: 
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Cabinet 
split  on 
race  issue 
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Chechen  assault  surprises  Russians  | baby  applies  to  exhume  body 


James  Meek  in  Moscow 


RUSSIA’S  president. 
Boris  Yeltsin,  will 
confer  with  his 
national  security  ad- 
visers today  about  the  deepen- 
ing crisis  in  Cbecbenia  after 
troops  battled  throughout  yes- 
terday to  repel  a full-scale 
assault  by  separatist  rebels  on 
the  Chechen  capital,  Grozny. 

The  dawn  attack  — thought 
to  have  been  mounted  with 
today's  meeting  in  mind  — 
appears  to  have  caught  the 
Russians  by  surprise  and  to 
have  led  to  some  of  the  fierc- 
est fighting  seen  in  Grozny 
since  it  was  captured  by  fed- 
eral troops  a year  ago. 

The  attack  came  amid 
reports  of  the  death  of  the 
Chechen  guerrilla  leader  Sal- 
man Raduyev  — known  as  the 
“Lone  Wolf  — who  had  led  a 
large-scale  assault  in  January 
on  the  town  of  Kizlyar  in 
Dagestan. 

Raduyev's  death  robs  the 
rebels  of  one  of  their  more 
able,  ruthless  and  best-known 
leaders,  who  was  aged  just  28. 
During  the  raid  on  Kizlyar, 
2,000  people  were  taken  hos- 
tage in  a hospital.  Raduyev 
negotiated  his  way  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Pervomayskaya  on  Da- 
gestan's border  with  Che- 
chenia,  held  the  might  of  the 
Russian  military  at  bay  for  a 
week  and  then  escaped  home 
with  many  of  his  men  and  a 
large  number  of  captives. 

Formerly  the  mayor  of 
Chechenia’s  second  town, 
Gudermes,  Raduyev  was  shot 
in  the  head  in  mysterious  cir- 
cumstances at  the  weekend, 
according  to  some  reports  by 
members  of  a rival  rebel 
group.  He  died  in  hospital  in 
the  town  of  Urus-Martan. 

At  one  point  during  yester- 
day’s assault,  a rebel  televi- 


Up  to  1 ,000 
rebels  storm 
Groznyamid 
reports  ‘Lone 
Wolf  is  dead 


Legendary  rebel . . - Salman  Raduyev,  the  Tone  Wolf  who  in  January  led  the  attack  on  Ki2lyar,  Dagestan,  is  reported  to  have  been  shot  by  rivals 


sion  transmitter  interrupted 
Russian  programmes  and 
broadcast  footage  of  the  Che- 
chen leader  Dzhokhar 
Dudayev  saying  that  the  ad- 
ministrative buildings  in 
Grozny  would  be  stormed. 

Last  night,  the  rebels  were 
said  to  have  taken  over  the 
city’s  power  station  and  to 
have  blown  up  three  tanks 
holding  its  water  supply. 

“With  the  coming  of  dark- 
ness, the  situation  has 
become  more  difficult,"  said 
Yuri  Plugin,  a local  official. 


General  Vyacheslav  Tikho- 
mirov, the  Russian  command- 
er, said  the  rebels  had  wanted 
to  “show  off  their  strength  on 
the  eve  of  the  [national  secu- 
rity council]  meeting". 

Yesterday's  raid  began  with 
attacks  on  10  federal  check- 
points In  separate  districts  of 
Grozny.  The  separatists  made 
a determined  and  possibly  suc- 
cessful attempt  to  penetrate  to 
the  city  centre.  Last  night,  offi- 
cials of  the  Moscow-backed 
Chechen  administration  spoke 
of  snipers  in  the  centre. 


The  rebels  were  also  said  to 
have  tried  to  reach  the  air- 
port, where  federal  troops  are 
based.  One  witness  spoke  of 
seeing  three  Russian 
armoured  vehicles  destroyed 
by  Chechen  rockets. 

In  one  district,  the  rebels 
seized  and  set  fire  to  a police 
station.  Later,  federal  forces 
claimed  to  have  surrounded 
fighters  at  the  key  Minutka 
roundabout  and  the  bus 
station. 

Speaking  by  telephone  from 
Grozny,  a reporter  for  the 


state-run  first  channel  Ostan- 
kino said  the  number  of  rebels 
now  thought  to  be  in  the  city 
was  estimated  at  up  to  1,000. 
He  said  25  members  of  the  fed- 
eral forces  had  been  killed. 

The  reporter  said  a number 
of  Chechen  policemen  suppos- 
edly loyal  to  Moscow  had 
gone  over  to  the  rebel  side. 
Russian  forces  were  using 
"aviation’’  against  the  sepa- 
ratists, be  added. 

The  latest  attack  comes  as 
refugees  continue  to  flee  the 
Chechen  village  of  Serno- 


vodsk,  under  Russian  siege, 
and  provides  a gloomy  back- 
ground for  today's  national 
security  council  meeting. 

Mr  Yeltsin,  who  has  been 
actively  campaigning  for  re- 
election  since  February,  has 
repeatedly  spoken  of  the  need 
for  a settlement  of  the  Che- 
chen conflict,  which  has 
claimed  30.000  lives. 

But  the  Russian  president 
has  ruled  out  withdrawing 
federal  troops,  independence 
for  Chechenia  or  talks  with 
General  Dudayev. 


Rock  turkey  with  all  the  trimmings  - except  beans 


First  night 


Dan  Glaister 


Tommy 

Shaftesbury  Theatre 

THE  premiere  of  Tommy 
— “A  New  Musical",  was 
one  of  London  Theatre- 
land's  big,  schfocky  events; 
stars,  sequins  and  crash  barri- 
ers combining  to  stop  the  traf- 
fic. Inside.  Theatreland  had 
been  taken  overby  the  Rocko- 
cracy;  fake  tans,  the  odd 


medallion,  even  men  in  sun- 
glasses thronged  the  foyer. 

Tommy,  for  those  who  have 
been  elsewhere,  is  one  of  the 
prime  examples  of  that  1960s 
turkey,  the  rock  opera.  A trau- 
matised deaf,  dumb  ’n*  blind 
boy  finds  freedom,  troth,  but 
not  justice,  through  pinbalL 
Tommy  becomes  a 40-point  bo- 
nus bell  messiah,  until  the 
people  move  on.  Fickle,  fame. 

Not  for  Fete  Townshend 
though.  The  guitarist  and 
songwriter  of  The  Who  wrote 
this  in  1969.  Tommy  grew  up 
and  became  a concept  album 
and  Ken  Russell  film.  Today, 
you  can  boy  the  CD-ROM. 


Back  then.  Tommy  was  an 
and-high  art  statement  Now. 
The  ‘Oo  are  the  establishment 
and  Pete's  stage  version  of 
Tommy  has  run  on  Broadway. 
Regardless,  it  is  the  film  that  Is 
familiar,  and  comparisons  are 
difficult  to  avoid. 

This  is  ah  energetic  produc- 
tion, perhaps  too  energetic. 
Blink  and  you  risk  uilssinga 
whole  scene.  Go  to  the  toilet 
and  young  Tommy  will  have 
become  teenage  Tommy. 

The  whole  business  gets  off 
to  an  Impressive  start  with  a 
trademark  Townshend  power 
chord  cutting  through  the 
chatter  before  the  house  lights 


go  down.  A lengthy  overture 
ensues  until  it  becomes  appar- 
ent that  the  overture  has  fin- 
ished and  the  whole  thing  is 
going  at  breakneck  pace. 

Where  the  film  had  Roger 
Daltrey  as  Tommy  and  Ann- 
Margret  as  Mummy,  the  stage 
bas  Paul  Keating,  the  most  cel- 
ebrated shelf-stacker  in  the 
history  of  supermarkets,  as 
Tommy,  and  Kim  Wilde  as 
Mum.  Keating  is  impressive, 
but  there  are  only  glimpses  of 
him  in  the  first  half  Before 
that.  Tommy  is  portrayed 
aged  4 and  10.  You  feel  great 
sympathy  for  the  small  chil- 
dren involved. 


Flying  in  from  the  wings, 
Keating  makes  telling  appear- 
ances as  a sort  of  Tommy  ex 
machine.  He  has  an  intensity 
and  a lithe  figure,  although 
not  the  voice  to  match  Daltrey. 
Still,  his  voice  is  not  bad, 
which  is  more  than  can  be  said 
for  most  of  the  company. 

las  Bartholomewas  Uncle 
Ernie,  the  part  taken  by  Keith 
Moon  in  the  film,  has  a good 
time  doing  a Leonard  Rossiter 
impression,  although  thank- 
fully he  lacks  Moon’s  menace. 
Nicola  Hughes  goes  for  an  out 
and  out  imitation  of  Tina 
Turner  as  die  Acid  Queen  and 
gets  away  with  it  The  star  of 


the  show,  however,  is  John 
Arnone's  design.  Gantry, 
video  monitors,  back  projec- 
tions and  tinted  photographs 
are  all  used  to  great  effect 
What  everyone  wants  to 
know  about  is  the  baked  beans. 
Ann-Margret  wallowed  for  all 
sbe  was  worth  in  a sea  of  baked 
beans.  Would  Kim  Wilde  do  the 
same?  Unfortunately,  stage  and 
screen  parted  on  the  bean 
scene.  There  were  no  beans,  no 
chocolate  sauce  and  no  bub- 
bles. There  was  a fun  time 
though.  The  air  guitar  In  the 
aisle  confirmed  that 
This  review  appeared  in  later 
editions  yesterday. 


Mark  Tran  in  New  York 


CAROLINE  BEALE,  who 
pleaded  guilty  to  the 
manslaughter  of  her  new- 
born baby,  is  making 
arrangements  for  the  body 
to  be  exhumed  from  a pau- 
per’s grave  and  cremated, 
and  for  the  ashes  to  be 
taken  to  England  for  a 
church  service. 

Ms  Beale  and  her  parents 
were  stunned  to  learn  that 
the  girl  had  already  been 
buried.  They  thought  the 
corpse  was  still  being  held 
at  the  Queens  County  Mor- 
tuary In  New  York  until  Ms 
Beale’s  case  was  resolved. 
An  official  said  the  body 
was  sent  for  burial  because 
it  was  unclaimed.  “We  were 
holding  it  for  14  months,’’ 
said  a spokeswoman.  The 
body  was  buried  in  a pan- 
peris  grave  at  Potters  Field, 


near  Riker’s  Island  jail 
where  Ms  Beale  spent  eight 
months. 

Ms  Beale,  aged  31,  who  is 
due  to  fly  to  England  today, 
found  ont  about  the  burial 
on  Tuesday  when  she  and 
her  parents  were  at  the 
British  consulate  to 
arrange  for  the  body  to  be 
taken  to  England.  “Sbe  was 
shaken,"  said  British  con- 
sul Michael  Dwyer,  “hot 
not  unduly  distressed." 

In  pleading  guilty  to  man- 
slaughter on  Monday  after 
a plea  bargain,  Ms  Beale 
avoided  a painful  triaL 

She  will  be  under  proba- 
tion for  five  years  and  sub- 
ject to  psychiatric  care. 

Ms  Beale,  who  concealed 
her  pregnancy  from  family 
and  friends,  was  arrested  at 
Kennedy  Airport  18 
months  ago  as  she  tried  to 
smuggle  the  body  on  to  a 
flight  to  England- 


New  York, 
Summer  1954. 

One  man  is  dead. 
The  life 
of  another  is 
at  stake. 


Michael  Edwards  and  Carole  Winter 
present  the  Bristol  Old  Vic  Production 
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Thousands  besiege  Swan  Hunter  to  seek  work 


on  new  £50m  contract 


DICE  Gonsalez,  the  for- 
mer electricians’  union 
shop  steward  who  led 
the  trade  union  cam- 
paign  to  keep  Swan 
Hunter  alive,  doubts  if 
his  face  will  fit  with  the 
new  employers. 

He  feels  more  sorry 
for  his  brother,  an  iden- 
tical twin.  They  Were 
first  in  line,  at  7am,  fora 
recent  job  interview. 
They  heard  nothing. 

*Tve  been  ont  of  work 
for  14  months  and  must 
have 200  applications 
out,”  said  the  man  who 
employed  his  negotiat- 
ing skills  to  galvanise  a 
community  into  the 
“Save  Our  Swans”  cam- 
paign. He  feels  his  en- 
thusiasm to  preserve 
work  at  Swan  Hunter 
might  have  cost  him 
fixture  work. 

“At  one  local  com- 
pany I couldn’t  even  get 
in  the  main  gate,”  said 
the  former  plumber  and 
welder  from  North 
Shields,  happy  yester- 
day to  celebrate  the 
chance  of  new  job  oppor- 
tunities for  former 
workmates. 
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Blair  ‘lookalike’  Dorrell  lines-up  early  challenge 

Major  nod  to  Patten 
starts  jostle  for  job 


Michael  White 
Political  Editor 


JOHN  Major’s  anoint- 
ment of  former  Con- 
servative party  chair- 
man, Chris  Patten,  as 
his  heir  apparent  last  night 
threatened  to  re-open  the 
wounds  of  last  year’s  leader- 
ship contest  as  candidates 
from  the  left  and  right  began 
manoeuvring  to  succeed  the 
Prime  Minister. 

The  Health  Secretary. 
Stephen  Dorrell.  is  already 
lining  up  to  become  the  lead- 
ership candidate  of  the  mod- 
erate Conservatives  if  as  ex- 
pected, the  Government's 
defeat  next  year  triggers  the 
decisive  battle  for  the  future 
direction  of  the  Tory  party. 

Mr  Dorrell,  who  yesterday 
unveiled  an  action  plan  to 
tackle  the  acute  shortage  of 
emergency  hospital  beds,  be- 
lieves that  neither  the  Chan- 
cellor, Kenneth  Clarke,  nor 
the  Deputy  Prime  Minister, 
Michael  Heseltine  — whom 
some  Tories  believe  will  step 
down  at  the  election  — will  be 
able  to  maximise  the  moder- 
ate-to-mainstream  vote. 

The  Health  Secretary,  aged 
44  this  month,  who  was  ig- 
nored by  Lady  Thatcher  for 


most  of  the  1980s,  is  quietly 
making  friends  and  seeking 
to  neutralise  the  NHS  as  a 
Labour  election  Issue. 

Every  Tory  candidate  cho- 
sen for  a safe  or  wlnnable  seat 
gets  a welcoming  letter  from 

him 

“Stephen  would  be  a very’ 
strong  candidate,"  one  sup- 
porter said  last  night  “He’s 
much  leaner  and  fitter  and 
doesn’t  carry  Clarke’s  bag- 
gage on  Europe,”  said  an- 
other. Some  Tories  believe 
their  colleagues  would  see  Mr 
Dorrell  — a year  younger 
than  Tony  Blair,  but  an  MP 
for  longer  — as  the  ideal  “loo- 
kalike"  to  beat  the  Labour 
leader. 

The  Defence  Secretary. 
Michael  Portillo,  is  generally 
thought  to  have  the  largest 
and  best-funded  organisation, 
including  a database  of  all  po- 
tential Tory  MPs  in  the  next 
parliament  He  is  anxious  to 
regain  rightwing  ground  lost 
during  last  summer’s  leader- 
ship challenge  by  John 
Redwood. 

Despite  Mr  Major's  fulsome 
praise  of  Mr  Patten,  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Hong  Kong,  after 
their  meeting  in  the  territory 
this  week,  the  obstacles  to 
him  fulfilling  the  "heir  appar- 
ent” hype  leaves  the  potential 


field  wide  open.  Mr  Patten  is 
unlikely  to  be  an  MP,  let 
alone  a candidate,  unless  Mr 
Major  con  hang  on  — as  allies 
say  he  will  try  to  do.  Hong 
Kong  sources  insisted  last 
night  that  Mr  Patten  is  still 
undecided  how  to  renew  his 
public  service  career  in  mid- 
1997  — too  late  for  Britain’s 
general  election. 

Rightwingers  are  worried 
about  the  direction  in  which  a 
Patten-led  Tory  party  would 
go.  Senior  backbencher  John 
Townend  said;  "I  think  the 
Conservative  Party  has  now 
got  to  be  led  from  the  centre- 
right  and.  clearly,  Chris  Pat- 
ten is  the  centre-left.” 

And  in  an  implicit  warning 
to  Mr  Major,  he  added:  “I 
don’t  think  it’s  possible  for' 
one  leader  to  parachute  his 
choice  into  the  position  of 
leader  when  he  retires." 

The  conventional  wisdom 
suggests  the  Tories  will  shift 
sharply  to  the  right  in  defeat,' 
which  would  damage  Mr  Dor- 
rell. given  his  past  support  of 
the  Tory  Reform  Group  — 
who  once  admitted  the  attrac- 
tions of  the  Social  Democrats. 
Others  argue  the  right's  as- 
cendancy is  exaggerated. 

Letters,  page  8;  Hugo  Young, 
paged 


Pakistan  N-test  ‘ready’ 


FORMER  Swan  Hunter 
draughtsman  Peter 
Chapman  (above)  has 
watched  the  rising  tide 
of  hope  for  new  jobs  at 
the  yard  from  his  volun- 
tary job  in  the  Wallsend 
People’s  Centre.  His 
work  advising  other  ex- 
Swan  Hunter  employees 
about  employment 
rights  and  opportuni- 
ties was  the  only  thing 
available  after  23  years 
in  the  yard  he  joined 
from  school,  he  said. 

“I  applied  for  over  100 
jobs  in  the  12  months  I . 
was  on  the  dole,  and  the 
only  interview  I got  was 
for  a union-related  job,” 
said  the  former  MSF 
shop  steward. 

He  has  seen  many 
skilled  colleagues  ob- 
tain work  but  some 
have  had  to  go  to  Aus- 
tralia or  the  Far  East. 
Six  former  Swan  Hunter 
colleagues  were  work- 
ing on  the  Solitaire  in 
Singapore  when  the  de- 
cision was  made  to  move 
the  contract  to  Swans, 
he  said.  They  returned 
to  Tyneside  having  lost 
several  months’  rent, 
paid  in  advance. 

Other  former  Swan 
Hunter  employees  have 
been  glad  to  come  home 
from  Europe  in  the  hope 
of  fresh  work,  he  said. 
“The  money  they  were 
getting  paid  isn’t  that 
great  and  doesn’t  really 
compensate  them  for 
their  skills  and  being  - 
away  from  their  homes 
and  families.” 


Dick  Gonsalez  yesterday;  *Tve  been  out  of  work  14  months  and  must  have  200  applications  out”  photograph  ted  wtchburn 

Rush  for  shipyard  jobs  hmhuiuj 


Suzanne  Gold  on  berg 
hi  Islamabad 


PAKISTAN  is  prepared 
and  ready  to  conduct  its 
first  underground  nu- 
clear explosion  if  its  tradi- 
tional foe  India  goes  ahead 
with  its  own  plans  for  an 
atomic  test  reports  based  on 
United  States  intelligence 
sources  said  yesterday. 

The  intelligence  reports  — 
evidence  of  growing  US  fears 
about  an  Asian  nuclear-arms 
race  — came  as  a former 
army  chief  told  the  Guardian 
that  the  administrations  of 
Ronald  Reagan  and  George 
Bush  Ignored  reports  from  US 
officials  that  Pakistan  was  de- 
veloping a nuclear  capability. 

Eva*  since  reports  surfaced 
in  November  that  India  was 
making  preparations  for  an 
underground  nuclear 
explosion  at  the  western  desert 
site  of  Pokharan.  where  its 
first  test  was  conducted  in 
1974,  there  has  been  a clamour 
in  Pakistan  for  a robust  reply. 


However,  a spokesman  at 
Pakistan’s  foreign  office  dis- 
missed yesterday's  reports  as 
“clearly  part  of  an  orches- 
trated media  campaign  based 
on  deliberate  leaks  of  faulty 
intelligence”  intended  to  dis- 
tract from  India’s  actions. 

US  intelligence  officials 
reportedly  told  the  Washing- 
ton Post  they  have  satellite 
pictures  showing  a Pakistani 
test  shaft  in  the  Chagai  hills 
being  cleaned  up. 

The  area  was  linked  to 
Pakistan's  nuclear  pro- 
gramme as  early  as  the  1970s, . 
and  for  many  years.  Washing- 1 
ton  was  privy  to  the  country’s 
efforts  to  acquire  a bomb. 

General  Mirza  Aslam  Beg, 
who  as  army  chief  was  in 
charge  of  Pakistan's  nuclear 
programme  in  the  late  1980s. 
told  the  Guardian  that  the  US 
deliberately  overlooked  evi- 
dence from  its  own  officials 
that  Islamabad  had  nuclear  ca- 
pability as  early  as  1987  to  safe- 
guard its  cold-war  interests. 

Gen  Beg  said  the  US 
quashed  a report  by  Richard 


Barlow,  who  was  attached  to 
its  embassy  in  Islamabad. 

"They  said  'no*  because 
George  Bush  had  to  certify  be- 
fore Congress  that  we  did  not 
have  nuclear  capability,"  Gen 
Beg  said.  “It  was  only  when 
Russia  had  withdrawn  from 
Afghanistan  that  they  ac- 
cepted Barlow’s  report  as  cor- 
rect The  whole  perspective 
changed  and  American  pres- 
sure started  building  up,  and 
one  fine  morning  in  1990  they 
announced  that  Pakistan  had 
crossed  the  red  line.” 

The  general  said  US  em- 
bassy officials  were  regularly 
briefed  on  the  progress  of  Pa- 
kistan's nuclear  programme. 

Although  US  officials  said 
they  did  not  believe  that  a test 
by  either  Pakistan  or  India  is 
likely,  yesterday's  reports  are 
bound  to  increase  tension. 

Much  of  the-  recent  tension 
can  be  attributed  to  leaks  in 
the, US  press,  viewed  in  India 
and  in  Pakistan  as  part  of  US 
efforts  to  secure  the  passage 
of  the  Comprehensive  Test 
Ban  Treaty  later  this  year. 


Thousands  of  Tyne- 
siders,  many  of  them 
jobless  for  several 
years,  are  besieging  the  once- 
moribund  Swan  Hunter  ship- 
yard and  local  job  centres  for 
one  of  the  temporary  1,200 
jobs  on  a new  £50  million  con- 
tract announced  yesterday. 

Hie  yard,  rescued  at  the  last 
minute  by  a Dutch  company 
nine  months  ago,  and  local 
employment services  are  try- 
ing to  process  at  least  300  job 
applications  a day.  By  last 
night  more  than  4J500  people, 
two-thirds  of  them  former 
Swan  employees.liad  applied. 

Applications,  in  an  area 
where  male  unemployment  is 
16.4  per  cant,  started  rolling 
in  days  ago  when  adverts  ap- 
peared requesting  specialist 
workers  fbr  an  unnamed  pro- 
ject But  several  are  known  to 
have  come  from  former  em- 
ployees working  abroad,  in- 
cluding the  Far  East 
Eddie  Darke,  co-ordinator 
of  the  campaign  to  save  file 


yard,  said;  "Many  have  not 
worked  since  the  last  ship  left 
the  yard  In  November  1994 
and  more  have  not  been  em- 
ployed for  nearly  three  years. 
We  would  urge  the  new 
owners  to  consider  seriously 
file  skills  and  talents  of  for- 
mer Swan  workers.” 

Local  union  leaders  hailed 
thg  contract  for  finishing  the 
conversion  of  the  world’s  big- 
gest pipe-laying  vessel,  as  sig- 
nalling the  re-emergence  of 
the  136-year-old  Swan  Hunter 
yard  “like  a phoenix  rising 
from  the  ashes”. 

The  Wallsend-based  yard 
employed  2.400  people  when  it 
went  into  receivership  in 
May  1993  after  failing  to  win  a 
helicopter  carrier  contract  for 
the  Royal  Navy.  It  has  a per- 
manent core  staff  of  just  20. 

Now  owned  by  the  Dutch 
firm.  THC,  it  won  the  contract 
for  converting  the  Solitaire,  a 
1,158ft  long  vessel,  against 
competition  from  Germany, 
France  and  Italy. 

The  Solitaire,  due  to  start 
laying  pipelines  for  Statoil  In 
the  North  Sea  at  the  end  of 


this  year,  was  being  refitted  in 
Singapore.  But  the  contract 
was  terminated  last  year 
when  work  was  three-quarters 
completed,  and  the  huge  ves- 
sel is  now  sailing  to  the  Tyne. 

"As  Solitaire  sails  up  the 
river  next  month,  the  sheer 
magnitude  will  without  doubt 
remind  people  of  the  days 
past,  when  Swan  Hunter  was 
world-renowned  for  turning 
out  major  ships  and  special- 
ised vessels,”  said  Jan 
Vonder,  Swan's  project  man- 
ager. “We  expect  the  very 
best  of  those  employed  to 
show  the  construction  Indus- 
try that  Swan  Hunter  can 
again  be  a name  associated 
with  first-class  performance.” 

But  he  stressed  the  1,200 
jobs  would  be  on  a contract 
basis,  with  the  bulk  of  the 
work  completed  by  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  company  Is  now 
looking  for  other  contracts. 

• Some  1.500  jobs  are  to  be 
created  at  the  MetroCentre  in 
nearby  Gateshead  in  a £50 
million  investment  an- 
nounced by  Capital  Shopping 
Centres  yesterday. 


Family  feud  may  put  ‘beat9  author  Kerouac  on  the  road  again 


len  Kata  In  Low  ■, 


MORE  than  a quarter  of  a 
century  after  he  died 
angry,  unappreciated  and  al- 
most certainly  drunk.  Jack 
Kerouac  may  be  about  to  hit 
the  road  one  last  time. 

In  the  latest  round  erf  a bit- 
ter feud,  his  daughter,  Jan 
Kerouac,  has  announced  she 
wants  to  move  his  remains  to 
his  family  burial,  plot  in 
Nashua,  New  Hampshire. 

The  original  “beat"  author 
is  buried  alongside  his  third 
wife,  Stella,  in  Lowell,  the 
grimy  town  20  miles  south  of 
Nashua  where  Kerouac  was 
bom  and  lived  most  of  his 


life.  His  simple  headstone  has 
become  some  filing  of  a shrine 
to  fans  cf  the  writer  whose 
popularity  has  soared  in 
recentyiears. 

But  Ms  Kerouac,  aged  44, 
claims  that  the  author  of  On  ] 
the  Road  belongs  with  his  j 
mother,  father  and  brother  in 
Nashua's  St  Louis  de  Gonza- 
gue  Cemetery. 

Such  a move  would  be  rela- 
tively straightforward,  if  it 
were  not  that  Ms  Kerouac  is 
locked  in  a dispute  over  con- 
trol of  her  father's  estate  with 
the  family  of  his  third  wife, 
Stella  Sampas. . 

John  Sampas.  Kerouac's 
brother-in-law  and  executor 
of  his  will,  has  flatly  refused 
Ms  Kerouac’s  request  Tm 


willing  to  bet  you  money  that 
Mr  Kerouac  Is  not  going  any- 
where," his  lawyer,  Leticia 
Marques,  told  the  Guardian. 

According  to  Ms  Marques, 
Ms  Kerouac's  bid.  to  move  her 
father’s  remains  is  "just  an- 
other tactic”  in  her  battle  for 
control  of  his  estate,  which  in- 
cludes a vast  archive  of  his 
writings.  "She  .craves  in 
death  what  she  could  not  get 
from  him  in  life  which  Is  an 
aknowledgement  that  she  was 
his  daughter.” 

In  Lowell  and  Nashua,  Ker- 
ouac  enthusiasts  have  been 
furiously  debating  which 
town  was  the  writer's  spiri- 
tual home.  Though  he  wrote 
extensively  about  the  Massa- 
chusetts town,  three  of  his 


novels  end  In  the  Nashua 
cemetery  where  his  daughter 
would  like  to  bury  him. 

At  the  end  of  Town  and  the 
City,  the  mother  of  the  : 
Kerouac- like  character,  Joey  i 

Martin,  tells  him  as  they  bury 
his  father  “New  Hampshire, 
New  Hampshire  ...  He 
wanted  to  come  back  to  finish 
his  days  here." 

The  town’s  Commissioner 
of  Cemeteries,  Thomas  Belle- 
garde,  is  bemused  by  the  lat- 
est row.  “For  the  last  25  years 
It's  been  fairly  quiet  and  in 
the  last  seven  months  I’ve 
heard  from  everyone.  A few 
months  ago  they  wanted  to 
move  him  out  West  You  need 
a score  card  to  keep  track  of 
whafs  going  on  out  here.” 


In  debt?  How  does 
1%  a month  sound? 

( 1 2.6%  APR  variable) 


Get  a Co-operative  Bank  Visa  Card  and  you  can 
transfer  your  existing  balance  from  any  other 
major  credit  card  company  at  just  1%  per  month 
(1 2.6%  APR  variable).  So,  if  you  owe  say  £3,000 
on  a Barclays  or  NatWest  Bank  credit  card 
you  could  save  up  to  £290  over  two  years* 
More  good  news:  we  guarantee  you  will  never. 


ever  be  charged  an  annual  fee  for  your  card. 
Think  what  that  could  save  you  over  a lifetime. 
You  don't  even  have  to  bank  with  us.  We 
guarantee  to  match  the  credit  card  limit  you 
currently  enjoy.  (Our  Gold  Card  carries  a 
£3,000  minimum  credit  limit.)  It’s  an  unbeatable 
offer,  so  call  us  free  now. 


Guaranteed  free  for  life. 


0800  99  5000 


Every  time  you  bite  Into  a Granny  Smith  apple,  you  are 
eating  a clones  chances  are,  the  apple  tree  that  grew  It  was 
the  descendant,  by  grafting,  of  the  original  mutant  plant. 
Gardeners  are  inveterate  cloners.  All  those  carefully 
nurtured  cuttings  are  clones:  genetically  identical  replicas. 
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Row  between  police  and  intelligence  service  on  Docklands  bomb  • Chilling  warning  of  terrorists’  long-term  plans 


Gerry  Adams 
says  he  was  told 
by  one  IRA 
leader:  ‘We  sued 
for  peace,  the 
British  wanted 
war.  If  that’s 
what  they  want 
we  will  give 
them  another  25 
years  of  war* 


IRA  wants 
peace  but 
‘will  fight* 


Ulster  Unionist  leader  David  Trimble  and  colleagues  after  yesterday's  talks  on  elections  in  the  province 
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Bombers  ‘made  dummy  run  during  ceasefire’ 


Duncan  Campbell 

and  Richard  Norton-Taylor 


THE  IRA  carried  out  a 
“dummy  run”  nearly  a 
month  before  the  South 
Quay  bombing,  it  emerged 
yesterday.  This  would  indi- 
cate that  plans  to  end  the 
ceasefire  were  well  under 
way  before  the  Government’s 
negative  response  to  the 
Mitchell  report  which  had 
been  seen  as  a factor  In  the 
resumption  of  the  bombing. 

Details  were  released  as 
evidence  of  tensions  between 


the  police  and  intelligence 
services  about  their  respec- 
tive roles  surfaced.  While 
publicly  both  sides  maintain 
that  the  relationship  is  work- 
ing well,  privately  the  police 
have  Indicated  reservations 
about  MIS's  Intelligence-gath- 
ering abilities  in  relation  to 
the  South  Quay  bombing. 

Commander  John  Grieve, 
head  of  the  Anti-Terrorist 
Branch,  said  yesterday  that  it 
was  now  known  that  the  lorry 
used  for  the  attack  on  Febru- 
ary 9 had  first  come  to  the 
mainland  on  January  15.  It  is 
believed  that  It  arrived  at 


Stranraer  by  ferry  from 
Larne  in  Northern  Ireland, 
and  was  driven  down  to  Lon- 
don and  hack  the  following 
day. 

The  implication  is  that  the 
lorry  was  not  packed  with  ex- 
plosives at  this  stage  but  was 
being  used  for  a dummy  run 
to  see  whether  it  would  be 
stopped  and  searched. 

It  is  believed  that  the  vehi- 
cle. made  up  of  the  stolen 
parts  of  three  lorries,  was 
then  driven  back  to  Ireland, 
packed  with  explosives  and 
returned  to  the  mainland. 

The  Mitchell  commission 


delivered  its  report  on  Janu- 
ary 24  and  recommended  that 
the  Government  drop  Its  de- 
mand for  the  IRA  to  hand 
over  arms  before  talks  began. 
The  Government  side-stepped 
the  issue  by  concentrating  on 
toe  need  for  new  elections  in 
Northern  Ireland. 

Mr  Grieve  yesterday  ap- 
pealed for  information  about 
a four-wheeled  trailer  which 
polioe  found  in  Rover  Road. 
Barking,  east  London.  It  was 
earned  by  toe  bomb  lorry  on 
the  day  of  toe  attack  and 
police  believe  it  may  have 
been  used  so  that  toe  other- 


wise empty  lorry  would  not 
■arouse  suspicion.  The  trailer 
was  described  as  home  made, 
painted  red  and  may  have  had 
the  registration  5157BI  or 
C292GWG. 

Security  sources,  mean- 
while. are  rejecting  police 
claims  that  MI5  suggested  the 
coded  warnings  about  the 
South  Quay  bomb  were  a 
hoax.  The  sources  say  it  is  not 
Ml5’s  job  to  assess  bomb 
warnings.  They  suggest  that 
police  criticism  reflects 
resentment  over  MIS's  suc- 
cess four  years  ago  In  wrench- 
ing from  toe  Metropolitan 


FIRST  TIME  BUYERS. 


FIRST  CLASS  CHOICE 


2%  DISCOUNT  UNTIL  3 1ST  MAY  1997 


OR  5.79%  6.1%  apr  FIXED  UNTIL  3 1ST  MAY  1998 


PLUS  UP  TO  14,000  CASH. 


At  Abbey  National  we  know  that  buying  your  first  home  can  seem  a bit  daunting.  That’s  why  we’ve 
added  to  our  range  of  mortgage  packages  to  provide  even  more  help  when  you  need  it  most. 

As  a First  Time  Buyer,  with  just  a S%*  deposit  for  example,  you  could  choose  from: 

■ A Variable  Rate  mortgage  with  a discount  of  2%  until  31st  May  1997  plus  a 3%  Cashback  of 
up  to  £4,000. 

• A Fixed  Rate  of  5.79%  6.1%  APR  until  3 1st  May  1 998  plus  a 2%  Cashback  of  up  to  £4,000. 

• A 5%  Cashback  up  to  £6,000  with  our  Standard  Variable  Rate  mortgage. 

Plus  we  also  offer  a range  of  other  Fixed  and  Discounted  Variable  Rate  packages  which  could  meet 
your  individual  needs  and  circumstances. 

It's  easy  to  find  out  which  of  our  mortgage  offers  suits  you  best  by  talking  to  one  of  our 
experienced  mortgage  advisors  who  will  be  able  to  guide  you  through  the  whole  process  of  buying 
your  first  borne.  Just  contact  your  local  branch  or  call  us  free  on  0800  100  800,  Monday  to  Friday 
8.00am  to  9.00pm  or  Saturday  8.00am  to  4.00pm,  quoting  reference  A383C. 


YOUR  HOME  IS  AT  RISK  IF  YOU  DO  NOT  KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS  ON  A MORTGAGE  OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECURED  ON  IT* 

F r yooi1  MCUTlt*  and  to  mist  n»  in  improving  our  service  to  jou  wr  nu)  rccurtl  or  monitor  all  calls  to  Abbe;  National  Direct.  Other  packages  available  depend  on  customer  status,  sixe  of  deposit  and 
term  over  which  the  special  offer  relates.  See  in  branch  for  details.  For  the  above  Fixed  Rate  there  it  a i*»0  non -refunds  hie  hooking  f re  and  completion  matt  uke  place  by  31.7.96.  At  a condition  of 
tbu  Fixed  Rate  the  mortgage  must  remain  at  the  Standard  Variable  Rate  lor  the  period  1 .6.H8  to  11  .S.200I . ir  vou  twitch  from  the  Fixed  Rate  before  the  cod  of  the  fixed  period  or  from  the  Standard' 
Variable  Rate  that  will  apple  after  the  fixed  period,  nr  make  capital  repayments  (except  normal  monlhli  payments  on  a repayment  mortgagej  before  Jt. 5. 2001.  a charge  of  I B0  d*rs  gross  Interest  at, 
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to  availability  and 
a couple  (male  and 


may  be  withdrawn  at  an*  time.  Typical  example  far  a First  Time  Buyer  discount  of  2*4  combined  with  a 
I female)  aged  29.  applying  f°r  «*  endowment  mortgage  of  £W,O0O  on  a purchase  price  of  H2.I0S  scented 
_ . r An  Ml  he  .-anlfal  (includes  Hlah  Loan  lo  Valqe  Fee  of  JL652.6S  added  to  the  advance).  100  me 


Cashback  on  oor  Standard  Variable  Rate  of  7 Hit  until  If  .5.97: 

over  25  rears.  300  monthly  imereti  payments  of  £166.90  net  of  tax  relief,, 
monthly  endowment  premiums  of  £58  22.  Total  amount  payable  197.293.46 


P , r , . P ‘ Ao  deeds  handling  fee  charged  on  redemption,  II  17  50  legal  fcea  and  accrued  interest  of  129.31  assuming  completion  on  27.9.96.  Example  calculated  at  for  the 
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repay  the  mortgage  m 
on  yoor  property  and 


lent  mortga^J  ^cfore  ?|  .5.200/ . The  Cashback  may  affect  personal  liability  to  Capital  Gains  Tax.  All  APR*  are  typical  and  variable.  Secured  loans  and  mortgages  require  a charge 
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aper  T an  of  ae*-  A High  Loan  to  Value  Fee  is  required  if  the  loan  exceed*  73*4  or  ihc  property's  valuation  (or  in  certain  cases  tbc  purchase  price,  nbicbcvcx  is  lower,.  We: 

available  to  persona  un  r If  not  insured  through  ns,  we  reserve  the  right  to  ebarge  an  adminivirarmn  fee  of  125.  Written  quotations  are  available  on  request.  Rate*  correct  at  time  of  going, 

require  the  property  to  invar  . ^ valuation  whichever  Is  lower.  Abbey  National  pie,  which  is  retaliated  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authority,  only  sells  Its  own  life  assurance,  pension  and 

to  press.  *As  a percrotige  ^ Umbrella  Couplr  symbol  sod  The  habli  of  a lifetime  are  trademarks  nf  Ahhey  National  pic.  Abbey  House.  Baker  Street,  Lund  no  NW1  6XL.  United  Kingdom. 


police  toe  lead  responsibility 
for  countering  IRA  terrorism 
on  toe  mainland. 

Ml5  did  warn  Scotland  Yard 
at  toe  end  of  last  year  about 
what  sources  called  “deterio- 
rating morale"  among  hard- 
liners in  toe  IRA  leadership. 
But  MI5  said  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  predict  when  the  cease- 
fire would  break  down. 

However,  sources  in  the 
Royal  Ulster  Constabulary 
say  that  MI5  underestimated 
growing  opposition  to  the 
ceasefire  within  toe  IRA  lead- 
ership which  had  been  evi- 
dent since  last  November. 

Security  sources  also  say 
that  the  IRA’s  counter-intelli- 
gence measures,  including 
toe  use  of  "clean  skins"  — ac- 
tivists with  no  past  record  — 
maiwc  effective  surveillance 
difficult 

The  security  services  be- 
lieve there  are  about  400 
active  members  of  the  IRA  on 
both  sides  of  the  border.  Deci- 
sions from  toe  seven-member 
army  council  are  passed 
down  in  discreet  meetings  in 
toe  backs  of  cars  or  buses,  or 
in  pubs  in  border  areas. 

Orders  are  then  passed  to 
“sleepers"  on  toe  mainland, 
many  who  have  been  in  place 
for  months  or  even  years, 
awaiting  instructions. 


David  Sharrock  - 

and  Patrick  Wlntnur 


THE  IRA  wants  to  end 
its  campaign  of  vio- 
lence and  pursue  its 
objective  of  ending 
British  sovereignty  in  Ireland 
through  political  means  but  is 
prepared  for  25  more  years  of 
war,  Gerry  Adams  claimed 
yesterday. 

IRA  leaders  told  him  that 
they  were  prepared  to  restore 
the  ceasefire,  he  asserted,  but 
were  committed  to  continuing 
a campaign  of  violence  “in 
the  absence  of  a viable 
alternative". 

In  an  article  far  the  New 
York-based  Irish  Voice  news- 
paper, the  Sinn  Fein  presi- 
dent-described some  of  what 
took  place  when  he  and  the 
nationalist  SDLP  leader.  John 
Hume,  met  the  IRA  leader- 
ship last  week. 

His  memory  of  the  meeting 
produced  a detailed  summary 
of  what  IRA  leaders  told  him 
had  influenced  their  decision 
to  first  call  toe  ceasefire  in 
August  1994  and  then  end  it 
last  mouth. 

The  account  brim-full  of 
the  tensions  which  sur- 
rounded republican  state- 
ments In  the  run-up  to  the 
declaration  of  toe  1994  cease- 
fire, Haims  that  the  credibil- 
ity of  the  IRA  army  council 
had  been  put  on  the  line  by  its 

cessation  decision.  The  Brit- 
ish were  finally  seen  to  have 
been  “waging  war  by  other 
means"  and  seeking  to  split 
thelRA- 

The  Irish  prime  minister. 
John  Bruton,  was  accused  of 
making  “no  significant  at- 
tempt*' to  advance  an  Irish 
agenda  in  Ireland,  in  Britain 
or  internationally.  This  had 
undermined  the  basis  on 
which  the  ceasefire  had  been 
based  — that  a “pan-national- 
ist alliance”  of  Dublin,  the 
SDLP.  Sinn  Fein,  and  Irish 
America  would  act  as  pres- 
sure on  Britain  and  the 
Unionists  In  place  of  the  IRA 

rampaign. 

Mr  Adams  said  that  one  or 
two  IRA  leaders  graphically 
spelt  out  their  commitment 
“We  sued  for  peace,  the  Brit- 
ish wanted  war.  If  that's  what 
they  want  we  win  give  them 


another  25  years  of  war.”  said 
one. 

But  in  an  ominous  sign  that 
the  IRA  will  not  sign  up  to  toe 
conditions  for  getting  Sinn 
Fein  a place  at  the  talks  on 
June  10.  a representative  also 
said;  “There  will  be  no  sur- 
render of  IRA  weapons  under 
guy  circumstances  and  to 
anyone.  We  will  accept  no 
preconditions  whatsoever." 

A further  comment  illus- 
trates one  of  toe  peace  pro- 
cess's most  intractable  con- 
tradictions. "We  pursue 
armed  struggle  because  of 
conditions  in  the  six  counties 
[Northern  Irelandl  and  toe 
British  claim  to  sovereignty 
in  Ireland. 

“We  know  the  conflict  has 
to  be  ended  but  this  requires 
a real  peace  settlement  In 
that  context  we  can  live  with 
the  pursuance  of  republican 
objectives  through  unarmed 
political  or  social  struggle." 

Meanwhile,  the  Ulster 
Unionists  yesterday  ended 
their  first  set  of  intensive 
talks  on  elections  with  Sir 
Patrick  Mayhew,  the  North- 
ern Ireland  Secretary,  by  pre- 
dicting ministers  would  be 
unable  to  complete  the  pro- 
cess  by  their  deadline  of 
Thursday  next  week. 

The  Unionists’  remarks 
-mafep  it  more  likely  that  the 
prime  Minister,  John  Major, 
will  have  to  risk  imposing  an 
election  system  on  the  Union- 
ist parties,  which  are  divided 
on  choice  of  a voting  system. 

In  his  one  hour  meeting 
with  Sir  Patrick,  the  Ulster 
Unionist  leader,  David  Trim- 
ble, also  appeared  to  have 
foiled  to  patch  np  his  personal 
relations  with  Sir  Patrick, 
which  nosedived  after  he 
accused  the  Unionists  of  seek- 
ing clandestine  deals  as  the 
price  of*  their  support  for  toe 
Government  in  the  Scott  de- 
bate last  week. 

“I  can't  say  Sir  Patrick  did 
anything  to  mend  fences,"  Mr 
Trimble  said.  The  talks  were 
held  in  London  after  the  Ul- 
ster Unionists  refused  to  meet 
in  Belfast  in  toe  presence  of 
toe  Irish  foreign  minister. 
Dick  Spring. 

Ian  Paisley,  the  leader  of 
the  Democratic  Unionists, 
held  separate  talks  with  Sir 
Patrick. 


Lottery  drops  guarantee  of  £1 0 for  three  numbers 


Andrew  Cuff 
Media  Correspondent 


PLATERS  who  match 
three  winning  numbers 
in  the  National  Lottery  will 
no  longer  be  guaranteed  a 
£10  prize,  it  was  announced 
last  night. 

Peter  Davis,  the  director 
general  of  the  National  Lot- 
tery, insisted  the  rule 
change  was  minor  and  a 
clarification  of  the  contrac- 
tual rights  of  players. 
Camelot,  the  lottery  oper- 


ator, said  the  likelihood  of 
the  £10  prize — usually  won 
by  more  than  1 million 
people  a week  — not  being 
paid  out  was  as  likely  as 
players  landing  on  the 
moon. 

It  would  only  happen 
when  the  number  of  play- 
ers matching  three  of  the 
winning  balls  and  claiming 
£10  exceeded  the  total 
amount  in  that  week's  prize 
fund,  which  is  usually  more 
than  Tflfl  million, 

Mr  Davis  described  that 
as  an  “unlikely  circum- 


stance". It  has  not  hap- 
pened in  the  lottery's  first 
15  months.  But  the  lottery 
has  already  thrown  up  the 
statistical  freak  of  two 
double  rollovers  in  succes- 
sive weeks  and  if  the  £10 
prize  was  suspended,  the 
entire  prize  fond  for  that 
week  would  be  equally  di- 
vided between  all  winning 
tickets.  Those  matching  six 
numbers  would  receive  the 
same  prize  as  those  with 
three  numbers. 

The  change  comes  into  ef- 
fect from  March  17. 


Disneyland*  Paris 
announces  its 
latest  attraction. 

Tlie  price. 
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Milan 
design 
duo  mix 
sex  and 
style 


Susannah  Frankel 
sees  a fashion  high 


season  marks  the 

10th  anniversary  of  It- 
aly's most  famous  de- 
sign duo  Dolce  & Gabbana. 
Partners  in- real  as  well  as 
fashion  life.  Domenico 
Dolce  and  SteCano  Gabbana 
have  made  clothes  for.  stars 
as  diverse  as  Madonna  and 
Tom  Cruise. 

Not  bad  considering 
Dolce  started  out  cobbling 
clothes  together  from 
scraps  of  cloth  on  his  tailor 
father’s  workshop  floor 
and  the  company  originally 
operated  from  a small 
Milan  apartment  from 
where  they  sold  their  de- 
signs to  friends. 

Inspired  by  Italian  star- 
lets of  tikie  1950s.  Dolce  & 
Gabbana  are  famous  for 
their  curvy  tailoring  and 
hoar-glass  black  dresses.  In 
celebration  of  voluptuous 
women,  they  have  a shrine 
to  the  corset  in  their  Milan 
showroom. 

When  they  first  hit  the 
big  time,  their  favourite 
model  was  actress  Isabella 
Rossellini. 

As  well  as  the  main  line 
collection,  there  is  now  the 
younger  D & G and  fra- 
grances for  men  and 
women.  Yesterday's  show,  a 
high  point  at  Milan  foshion 
week,  was  delayed  for  45 
minutes  by  Woody  Allen 
and  his  adopted  daughter. 
Soon  YL,  who  were  escorted 
in  by  an  army  of  security 
guards.  Strangely,  the  audi- 
ence was  more  Interested  in 
the  collection,  a triumphant 
mix  of  Hollywood  glamour 
and  blatantly  trashy  sexual- 
ity. Models  with  Grace  Kel- 
ly hairdos  and  bright  red 
lipstick  strode  .down  the  cat- 
walk  in  I950»«t3ri6  sn 
coats,  scattered  with 
worn  over  skintight  li 
ard  print  trousers  or 
pair’s  signature  corsetry. 
The  look  Was  completed  by 
high  beds,  peep-toed  plat- 
forms and  handbags.  The 
collection  vras  at  once 
fonny,  feminine  and  sexy. 
“We  love  women  who  are 
riot  afraid  to  expose  their 
bodies,”  Stefano  Gabhano 
said. 


BRITAIN  5 

| Judge  sends  man  to  Rampton  and  calls  for  community  care  inquiry 

Schizophrenic  freed  to 
kill  mother  and  brother 


Martin  Wainwiigftt 


A PARANOID  schizo- 
phrenic who  dis- 
charged himself  from 
hospital  and  then 
stabbed  his  mother  and 
younger  half-brother  to  death 
was  yesterday  sent  to  Ramp- 
ton secure  hospital  for  an 
indefinite  period. 

Anthony  Smith,  aged  24,  de- 
nied murder  but  pleaded 
guilty  to  manslaughter  by 
reason  of  diminished  respon- 
sibility at  Nottingham  crown 
court,  not  far  from  the  Derby- 
shire village  of  Sandiacre 
where  the  tragedy  took  place 
last  August 

Mr  Justice  Latham  asked 
for  a painstaking  investiga- 
tion into  the  case,  in  spite  of 
an  internal  review  by  South- 
ern Derbyshire  mental  health 
NHS  trust  which  found  no 
evidence  of  major  break- 
downs in  care. 

An  independent  panel 
headed  by  John  Wood,  former 
professor  of  law  at  Sheffield 
university,  is  about  to  start 
work  and  will  focus  on  medical 
treatment  and  the  level  of  sup- 
port offered  to  Smith's  worried 
fiunily  before  the  killings. 

The  hearing  was  told  that 
Smith  bad  volunteered  to  be 
admitted  to  hospital  after 
being  diagnosed  as  a paranoid 
schizophrenic.  After  a month 
he  discharged  himself,  with 


Anthony  Smith,  aged  24,  and  his  mother,  Gwendoline 


the  approval  of  a consultant, 
and  at  home  had  refused  to 
take  medication  shortly  be- 
fore using  a Bowie  knife  and 
an  iron  bar  to  kill  and  muti- 
late his  victims. 

His  mother,  Gwendoline, 
aged  45.  and  his  father.  Peter, 
an  accountant  aged  47,  had 
expressed  concern  at  looking 
after  him  when  his  condition 
appeared  to  be  worsening. 

The  judge  said  the  case  pre- 
sented "in  startling  nature 
the  nightmare  those  who  care 
for  people  with  schizophrenia 


must  fear”.  He  said:  "This  is  a 
case  where  the  circumstances 
of  this  young  man’s  release 
into  the  community,  and  per- 
haps more  importantly,  the 
circumstances  of  the  care  he 
was  given  in  the  communin’, 
will  have  to  be  looked  at  with 
great  care." 

John  Warren  QC,  prosecut- 
ing, said  that  Smith  had 
bickered  with  his  mother  on 
the  morning  of  August  8,  and 
had  become  increasingly 
paranofd  after  she  told  him 
that  he  ought  to  be  undergo- 


ing treatment  in  hospital.  He 
told  police  that  he  felt  “pos- 
sessed by  demons  and  voices 
telling  him  to  kill  his  mother. 
He  felt  she  was  conspiring 
against  him  to  make  him 
leave  the  house.  He  just  went 
berserk,  stabbing  his  mother 
and  his  11-year-old  half- 
brother.  David,  who  unfortu- 
nately came  upon  the  scene 
when  the  defendant  was  at- 
tacking his  mother,”  said  Mr 
Warren. 

The  court  heard  Smith  then 
went  to  the  local  medical  cen- 
tre, telling  the  receptionist:  “I 
have  killed  ruy  mother  and 
my  brother." 

Peter  Joyce.  QC.  defending, 
said:  "It  is  quite  clear  from 
reports  that  Anthonv  was  a 
very  sick  young  man  before 
he  went  into  hospital  and  a 
very  sick  young  man  when  he 
was  discharged." 

Mr  Smith  said  after  the 
hearing  that  he  had  known 
that  his  son  was  a "ticking 
timebomb".  He  and  his 
daughter,  Hayley.  aged  20.  are 

considering  legal  action 
against  Derby  City  general 
hospital  and  medical  staff. 

Andy  Clayton,  medical  di- 
rector for  the  trust  said  that 
its  review  bad  found  no  major 
breakdowns  in  care,  but  it 
had  stengthened  its  risk  as- 
sessment system  and  would 
be  "very  ready  to  learn"  from 
the  results  of  the  independent 
Inquiry. 


Asylum  rules  ‘to  deter  refugees’ 


Owen  Beweott 


British  supermodel  Naomi  Campbell  on  the  catwalk  in  an  outfit  from  the  collection  of 
designers  Dolce  and  Gabbana  at  the  Milan  fashion  show  photograph:  paolo  cocoo 


EWLY-im posed  social 
security  rules  aimed  at 
denying  most  asylum 
seekers  welfare  benefits  are 
an  illegal  attempt  to  deter 
refugees  from  seeking  sanctu- 
ary in  Britain,  the  High  Court 
was  told  yesterday. 

The  challenge  by  the  Joint 
Council  for  the  Wetfore  dr  Im- 
migrants comes  amid  reports 
that  up  to  300  refugees  have 
arrived  in  this  country  and 
been  refused  benefits  since 
the  rules  were  changed  a 
month  ago. 

Those  who  did  not  claim 
asylum  at  point  of  arrival  — 
as  required  by  the  regulations 
— have  been  handed  blankets 
by  voluntary  groups  and 
forced  to  sleep  in  churches  or 
emergency  shelters,  refugee 
organisations  said. 

In  the  High  Court,  Nicholas 


Blake,  QC,  for  the  joint  coun- 
cil and  a Zairean  refugee 
known  only  as  Ms  B,  accused 
the  Social  Security  Secretary. 
Peter  Lilley,  of  misdirecting 
himself  and  acting  outside  his 
-powers  when  he  introduced 
the  new  regulations  last 
month. 

The  ban  will  affect  around 
30.000  immigrants  a year  who 
claim  asylum  after  they  have 
been  in  Britain  for  some  time. 
They  will  be  denied  income 
support,  housing  benefit  and 
other  welfare  provisions.  The 
change  was  expected  to  save 
the  Government  £200  million 
a year. 

The  case  of  Ms  B illustrated 
the  predicament  now  facing 
new  arrivals,  Mr  Blake  said. 
A 25- year-old  woman  who  fled 
Zaire  on  February  7 after  es- 
caping from  security  forces 
who  had  murdered  her  hus- 
band, she  came  to  Britain  on 
a false  Greek  passport 


Arriving  via  the  Channel 
Tunnel  at  Waterloo  station 
from  Brussels,  she  went 
straight  to  the  Home  Office's 
immigration  unit  at  Croydon 
where  she  claimed  political 
asylum.  But  she  was  told  she 
was  already  in  the  country 
and  hence  it  was  too  late. 

“Her  point  of  entry  was 
supposedly  as  soon  as  she  dis- 
embarked at  Waterloo,"  Mr 
Blake  said.  Was  she  supposed 
to  have  surrendered  herself  to 
a ticket  inspector,  he  asked. 

The  denial  of  benefits  was 
inconsistent  with  the  purpose 
of  social  security  legislation 
and  motivated  by  the  desire 
to  deter  asylum  seekers,  In 
breach  of  Britain's  obliga- 
tions under  the  UN  Conven- 
tion on  Refhgees,  he  said. 

The  minister  had  not  sug- 
gested how  genuine  appli- 
cants could  keep  themselves 
fed,  housed,  clothed  and  in 
good  health  during  the 


months  of  waiting  for  their 
appeals  to  be  heard,  said  Mr 
Blake. 

Refugee  organisations  have 
pointed  out  that  when  the 
original  legislation  was 
passed  in  1992,  Robin  Squire, 
a junior  minister,  specifically 
Stated  that  the  Government 
had  no  intention  that: 
“asylum  seekers  will  be  on 
the  streets." 

The  issue  had  become  fur- 
ther confhsed  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Environment 
promising  local  authorities 
such  as  Westminster  and 
Hammersmith  and  Fulham 
councils  80  per  cent  relief  for 
the  additional  housing  costs 
they  will  incur  by  providing 
accommodation  for  homeless 
refugees.  As  a consequence 
the  two  councils  have  with- 
drawn from  the  legal  action 
against  the  Government 

The  High  Court  hearing 
continues  today. 
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As  China  prepares  to  begin  its  threatening  missile  tests  tomorrow,  US  state  department  says  ‘constructive  engagement’  has  failed 


Nervous  Taiwan  invokes  Blitz  spirit 


ArK&rew  Hkjglns 
in  Hong  Kong 


Fearful  of  panic  as 
jittery  Taiwanese 
hoarded  food  and 
swapped  currency 
for  gold  ahead  of 
Chinese  missile  tests  tomor- 
row. Taiwan's  military  has 
summoned  memories  of  Brit- 
ain's victory'  in  the  second 
world  war  and  the  failure  of 
Nazi  rockets  to  dent  morale. 

As  the  defence  ministry  in 
Taipei  issued  a statement  as- 
serting that  missiles  had 
never  won  a war  and  military 
officials  went  on  television  to 
appeal  for  calm,  the  foreign 
ministry  yesterday  called  on 
the  United  States  for  help. 

A pro-communist  news- 
paper in  Hong  Kong.  Wen  Wei 
Po.  said  a week-long  round  of 
Chinese  missile  tests 
amounted  to  a “partial  block- 


ade" by  the  People's  Libera- 
tion Army  and  marked  the 
start  of  preparations  for  a 
“total  blockade"  of  Taiwan, 

It  said  Chinese  rockets 
could  fly  over  Taipei,  the  cap- 
ital, and  other  cities  on  their 
way  to  “splash  zones”  near 
Keelung  and  Kaohslung,  Tai- 
wan's two  biggest  ports. 

China,  which  hopes  to 
frighten  Taiwanese  into  vot- 
ing against  President  Lee 
Teng-hui  in  elections  on  23 
March,  is  expected  to  test-fire 
M -class  missiles,  a variant  of 
the  Scud  rockets  used  during 
the  Gulf  war.  The  tests  are 
part  of  gargantuan  military 
manoeuvres  involving  over 
15.000  troops. 

"If  this  was  done  to  any 
other  country  it  would  be  a 
clear  act  of  war.  China  is 
playing  with  fire,”  said  Jean- 
Pierre  Cabestan,  an  authority 
on  mainland -Taiwanese  rela- 
tions in  Taipei.  “Things  have 


never  been  so  bad.  This  is  al- 
ready a blockade.  How  much 
further  China  goes  now  de- 
pends on  the  United  States." 

Washington's  China  policy, 
however,  ts  in  disarray  and 
seems  set  to  unravel  further. 
In  a startling  admission  of 
failure,  the  US  state  depart- 
ment yesterday  demolished  a 
central  pillar  of  President 
Clinton's  policy,  reporting 
that  expanded  trade  and  eco- 
nomic reform  had  done  noth- 
ing to  soften  repression. 

An  annual  report  on  human 
rights  presents  a catalogue  of 
abuses  that  challenges  the 
Clinton  administration  — as 
well  as  Britain  and  other 
European  governments  — to 
review  the  contention  that 
economic  engagement  with 
China  is  not  only  profitable 
but  is  also  the  best  way  to  pro- 
mote basic  rights. 

Taiwanese  authorities, 
meanwhile,  struggled  to  calm 


Deng  ‘in  good  health  and  spirits’,  says  daughter 


Deng  xiaoping,  chief 
architect  of  China’s 
market  reforms,  is  In  good 
health  and  spirits  as  suc- 
cessors tackle  his  blueprint 
for  a socialist  market  econ- 
omy and  a unified  mother- 
land, his  daughter  said. 
“Though  he  is  not  present 


for  this  session,  he  is  ex- 
tremely concerned  with  this 
congress,'*  daughter  Xiao 
Rong  said  during  Tuesday’s 
opening  ceremony  of  the 
National  People's  Congress, 
China’s  parliament. 

Ms  Xiao’s  account  contra- 
dicted recent  reports  from 


several  Chinese  sources 
that  her  91-year-old  father’s 
health  bad  worsened. 

Ms  Xiao  acknowledged 
some  problems.  “His  legs 
aren’t  so  good,  but  he  is  very 
active  in  physical  exercise 
and  makes  up  his  own  rou- 
tines.*' she  said.  — Renter. 


nerves  as  the  central  bank  in- 
tervened heavily  to  defend 
the  currency.  Military  offi- 
cials said  the  missiles  China 
intends  to'  Ore  will  be  un- 
armed and  fitted  with  self-de- 
struct mechanisms  to  prevent 
death  and  damage  in  the 
event  of  a misfire.  They  with- 
drew an  earlier  threat  to 
retaliate  if  missiles  fall  inside 
Taiwan's  territorial  waters. 
Officials  said  the  defence  min- 
ister had  been  misunderstood. 


“Taiwanese  people  should 
unify.  We  should  show  them 
whether  or  not  Taiwan  wants 
to  be  bullied.  Don't  be  scared 
by  these  threats."  said  Presi- 
dent Lee  at  a campaign  stop. 

Beijing  resumed  its  polem- 
ics against  President  Lee,  de- 
riding him  as  a “sweet-talk- 
ing chameleon"  bent  on 
Independence  for  Taiwan. 

China's  sabre-rattling  adds 
further  weight  to  a view  gath- 
ering support,  particularly  in 


election-year  Washington, 
that  Beijing  is  more  a poten- 
tial enemy  than  a partner. 

The  new  state  department 
report  says  China  has  silenced 
nearly  all  dissent  and  stepped 
up  the  tempo  of  executions, 
with  the  real  number  “signifi- 
cantly higher"  than  the  1.100 
reported.  Executed  inmates 
have  become  a "primary 
source  of  organs  for  trans- 
plant in  China". 

The  report  was  welcomed 


by  human  rights  groups,  who 
have  been  bitterly  critical  of  a 
1994  decision  by  President 
Clinton  to  uncouple  human 
rights  concerns  from  China's 
status  as  a Most  Favoured 
Nation  (MTN)  trading  part- 
ner. “We  applaud  this  late 
adowwledgement  by  the  state 
department  that  putting  all 
official  hopes  in  economic 
reform  to  improve  rights  in 
China  is  a non-starter,”  said 
Robin  Munro,  director  of 
Human  Rights  Watch  Asia  in 
Hong  Kong  "There  is  less 
space  for  political  debate  in 
China  now  than  at  any  time 
since  the  Tiananmen  Square 
massacre:  that  is  the  record  of 
a policy  of  engagement” 
“There  is  hardly  a vocal 
dissident  left  standing  in 
China  now,”  said  Mr  Monro. 
“Since  Clinton  decoupled 
rights  and  trade,  virtually 
everyone  has  been  arrested, 
sentenced  to  prison  or  other- 


wise silenced.  There  is  no  dis- 
sident movement  left  and- 
repression  in  Tibet  is  the 
worst  for  years." 

China  dismisses  the  West's 
professed  concern  for  human 
rights  as  a part  of  a plot  to 
slow  its  emergence  as  a great 
power.  In  a speech  to  China's 
legislature  on  Tuesday,  the 
prime  minister.  Li  Peng  ac- 
knowledged the  parlous  state 
of  Stno-US  relations  but  said: 
“This  was  completely  created 
by  unwise  US  policies 
towards  China." 

• Atlanta  Olympic  organis- 
ers said  today  they  would  not 
invite  any  world  political 
leaders  to  this  summer's 
Games,  in  an  effort  to  head  off 
any  threat  of  a Chinese  boy- 
cott. Last  month  Beijing 
warned  they  would  make  "a 
strong  response”  if  Taiwan- 
ese leaders  were  invited. 
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Allies  cautious  as 
US  targets  Tehran 


Martin  Walter  In 

Washington,  Kathy  Evans 
In  Tehran  and 
Richard  Norton  Taylor 


WASHINGTON  is 
planning  an  in- 
tense diplomatic 
campaign  to  In- 
crease the  isolation  of  Iran, 
citing  its  support  of  the 
Hamas  terrorists  responsible 
for  the  bombings  in  Israel,  de- 
spite strong  reservations  by 
Germany  and  other  allies. 

The  secretary  of  state,  War- 
ren Christopher,  began  con- 
sulting European  and  Middle 
East  envoys  yesterday  about 
potential  new  measures 
against  Tehran,  even  though 
there  is  no  hard  evidence  of 
direct  Iranian  involvement  in 
the  latest  bombings. 

“Hamas  receives  its  great- 
est backing  from  Iran.  It  pro- 
vides financial  backing,  tacti- 
cal advice,  and  we  see  the 
Iranian  hand  in  the  conduct 
of  the  various  terrorist 
groups.”  he  said. 

The  proposals  range  from  a 
probably  vain  attempt  to  get 
the  United  Nations  or  individ- 
ual allies  to  impose  sanctions 
to  a new  Middle  Eastern  sum- 
mit The  US  hopes  to  rally  an 
anti-terrorist  front,  but  is 
likely  to  win  lip-service 
rather  than  joint  action. 

Britain  and  France  verbally 
backed  the  US  condemnation 
of  Iran,  and  France  called  in 
the  Libyan  and  Iranian  am- 
bassadors yesterday  to  con- 
demn statements  approving 


the  bombings.  The  official 
Iranian  news  agency  called 
them  “divine  retribution", 
and  Libya's  recalled  that 
Muammar  Gadafy  had  called 
Palestine  “a  tomb  for  Jews". 

But  France  said  it  would 
act  only  In  concert  with  its 
European  Union  partners. 
Germany  pointedly  did  not 
call  in  the  Iranian  ambassa- 
dor, and  said  it  would  con- 
tinue its  policy  of  "critical  di- 
alogue" with  Tehran.  The 
foreign  minister.  Klaus  Kin- 
kel,  said  his  trip  to  Iran  later 
this  year  was  still  on. 

Washington  has  a policy  of 
Isolating  “rogue  states"  — 
which  include  Iraq  and  Iran, 
North  Korea,  Libya  and  now 
Cuba  — and  expects  the  rest 
of  the  world  to  concur.  But  its 
attempts  to  force  the  rest  of 
the  world  to  follow  it  in  isolat- 
ing Cuba  annoyed  its  allies. 

The  Iranian  deputy  foreign 
minister,  Mohammed  Javad 
2 arif,  said  his  country  fully 
denied  the  American  accusa- 
tions. Nevertheless,  senior 
officials  of  Hamas’s  political 
office  were  received  by  Iran's 
senior  vice-president  Hassen 
Habibi.  in  Damascus  just  two 
days  before  the  first  bomb  in 
Jerusalem. 

The  Hamas  delegation  was 
reportedly  headed  by  Abu 
Mohammed  Mustapha.  Its 
chief  representative  In  Syria. 
The  Iranian  press  reported 
Mr  Habibi  as  saying  that  Iran 
supported  "every  Islamic  and 
Just  move  aimed  at  the  resto- 
ration of  Palestinian  legiti- 
mate rights". 


Relations  with  America 
have  become  a hot  issue  in 
the  current  Iranian  election 
campaign,  in  which  a number 
of  candidates  are  arguing  for 
improvements,  provided  that 
the  US  ends  its  outright 
hostility. 

“If  America  tightens  its 
sanctions,  it  will  only  under- 
mine the  liberal  and  moder- 
ate factions  within  the  gov- 
ernment,"  a Western 
diplomat  in  Tehran  said. 

Outwardly,  Iran  has  op- 
posed the  whole  Middle  East- 
ern peace  process  but  the 
recent  tentative  moves  by 
Syria  towards  negotiations 
with  Israel  have  put  file  lead- 
ership in  a delicate  position. 
President  Hashemi  Rafsan- 
jani  has  said  that  if  Syria 
made  peace  with  Israel,  Iran 
would  respect  that  position. 

In  London,  an  official  said: 
“We  are  not  in  favour  of  a pol- 
icy of  the  complete  Isolation 
of  Iran."  The  Government 
was  anxious  to  maintain  the 
Ell’s  “critical  dialogue"  with 
Iran,  and  there  was  no  hard 
evidence  linking  Tehran  with 
the  Hamas  attacks  in  Israel. 

In  Washington,  the  White 
House  said  President  Clinton 
was  open  to  the  idea  of  a 
Middle  East  summit  to  co-or- 
dinate a response  to  attacks 
aimed  at  derailing  the  peace 
process. 

Its  spokesman,  Mike 
McCurry.  said:  “What  we 
have  said  is  that  there  ought 
to  be  at  the  highest  levels  ur- 
gent attention  to  the  question 
of  how  to  combat  terrorism." 


Over  200  Palestinians  held 


Derek  Brown  in  Jerusalem 


TWO  million  Palestinians 
are  under  siege,  as  Is- 
raeli and  local  security 
forces  widen  their  huge  man- 
hunt for  activists  of  the  Islam- 
ist movement  Hamas. 

A senior  Israeli  commander 
in  the  West  Bank  said  the  Is- 
raeli army  and  the  Palestin- 
ian police  had  detained  more 
than  200  suspects  since  Tues- 
day in  separate  operations. 

Israeli  troops,  ordered  to  ar- 
rest Palestinians  who  leave 
their  home  districts,  relaxed 
the  curfew  for  a few  hours 
last  night  to  allow  people  to 
shop  as  food  supplies  ran  low. 
The  Palestinian  territories 


have  been  sealed  since  Hamas 
suicide  bombers  killed  nearly 
60  people.  Since  the  last 
bombing,  in  Tel  Aviv  on  Mon- 
day, security  forces  have 
launched  their  biggest  cam- 
paign against  Islamist  institu- 
tions and  activists. 

Among  those  arrested  was 
Mohammed  Abu  Ward  eh,  the 
self-confessed  recruiter  of 
three  of  the  suicide  bombers, 
who  between  them  slaugh- 
tered 44  people.  He  told  Pales- 
tinian radio  on  Tuesday  he 
was  a member  of  the  Hamas 
military  wing,  and  that  he 
now  regretted  his  part  in  the 
campaign. 

Yesterday,  a Palestinian 
court  in  Jericho  sent  Wardeh 
to  prison  for  life  with  hard 


labour.  The  sentence  was 
authorised  by  President 
Yasser  Arafat. 

In  Israel,  an  Arab  appeared 
in  court  accused  of  smuggling 
a suicide  bomber  from  the 
Gaza  Strip  to  the  heart  of  Tel 
Aviv  in  his  lorry,  allegedly 
for  about  £750. 

In  Gaza,  Palestinian  troops 
and  police  raided  the  Islamic 
University,  a Hamas  strong- 
hold, in  an  apparent  search 
for  weapons  and  documents, 
as  well  as  mosques  and 
homes. 

Israeli  forces  launched  sim- 
ilar raids  on  Islamic  colleges 
in  Hebron  and  in  Abu  Dis,  on 
the  outskirts  of  Arab  East  Je- 
rusalem, and  ordered  them  to 
shut  indefinitely. 
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A Palestinian  girl,  confined  by  curfew  to  her  home  in  Al  Fawah  refugee  camp  near 
Hebron,  peers  out  at  a world  under  Israeli  army  siege  photograph:  jacoubjne  arct 
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Cash-strapped 
Iran  dips  its  toe 
in  democracy 


Kathy  Evans  in  Tehran 


IRAN’S  30 million  voters  go 
to  the  polls  tomorrow  in 
what  is  seen  as  the  coun- 
try's first  tentative  step 
towards  pluralistic  politics. 

It  is  a hesitant  start  So 
strict  are  the  election  rules 
that  the  campaign  has  been 
almost  Invisible  to  many  vot- 
ers. No  politicians  are  out 
kissing  babies  or  knocking  on 
doors.  Electioneering,  rallies 
and  loudspeaker  vans  have 
been  banned.  Political  parties 
are  still  officially  forbidden, 
and  more  than  a third  of  the 
aspiring  candidates  were 
rejected  by  a body  of  senior 
clergymen  and  legal  experts 
for  undisclosed  reasons. 

Those  who  remain  have 
complained  that  the  cam- 
paign period  — less  than  a 
week  — was  too  short. 

So  stringent  are  the  rules 
that  the  only  opposition 
party,  the  Iran  Freedom 
Movement,  is  boycotting  the 
poll.  To  add  to  voter  confu- 
sion, a number  of  candidates 
are  appearing  on  several  lists. 

Hie  outcome  of  the  elec- 
tions is  vital  to  President  Ali 
Akbar  Hashemi  Rafeanjani's 
political  future.  Constitution- 
ally, he  Is  barred  from  a third 
term.  K,  however,  he  secures 
a majority  in  the  new  parlia- 
ment which  will  be  domi- 
nated by  independent  MPs,  a 
constitutional  amendment 
may  be  possible. 

The  jockeying  for  the  presi- 
dential elections,  still  18 
months  off.  has  begun.  Con- 
servative rivals,  such  as  the 
parliamentary  speaker.  Nateq 
Noun,  have  begun  their  cam- 
paigns with  extensive  tours 
in  the  provinces. 

Four  main  "lists”  or  groups 
are  on  offer  to  voters.  The  big 
issue  of  the  campaign  is  the 
economy,  in  crisis  after  17 
years  of  revolutionary  tur- 
moil, Indecision.  US  sanctions 
and  international  Isolation. 

The  debate  has  pitched  the 
country’s  emerging  techno- 
crats in  a headlong  confronta- 
tion with  conservative  and 
leftwing  groups. 

In  one  comer  is  a group 
calling  itself  the  Servants  of 
Construction,  sponsored  by 
President  Rafsanjani  who  is 
eager  to  open  the  country  up 
to  foreign  investment  and  in- 
dustrialisation. In  the  other 
the  Combatant  Clergymen's 
Association,  the  bearded  men 


who  made  the  revolution  17 
years  ago  and  argue  that 
social  justice  and  the  protec- 
tion of  Islam  must  come  first 

“Enough  prosperity" 
screams  a graffito  on  the  Mo- 
daress  highway  in  Tehran, 
bearing  the  signature  of  An- 
sari  Hezbollah!.  Iran's  most 
radical  of  all  radical  factions. 

Economists  say  that  with 
the  population  due  to  double 
in  the  next  15  years,  the 
country  has  to  run  to  stand 
still  Only  a rapid  programme 
of  industrialisation  and  a 
total  opening  to  Western  in- 
vestment will  cure  the  eco- 
nomic woes,  say  experts. 

Western  diplomats  say  an 
industrialisation  programme 
depends  on  three  possible 
sources  of  funds. 

“They  have  to  court  either 
the  West  or  the  three  million 
Iranians  living  in  exile, 
mostly  in  California,  or  the 
millionaires  of  north  Tehran 
who  hate  the  revolution,” 


The  D’ Amato  bill 
has  already 
affected  some  12 
energy  projects 
costing  $7  billion1 


commented  one  economist 

But  seeking  such  invest- 
ment could  strengthen  de- 
mands for  political  liberalisa- 
tion and  a relaxing  of  the 
social  codes,  both  unpalatable 
to  the  hardliners  and  reli- 
gious conservatives. 

Unfortunately,  this  turning 
point  coincides  with  US  efforts 
to  strangle  Iran's  oil  industry, 
efforts  which  look  likely  to  be 
stepped  up  in  the  wake  of  the 
bombings  in  Israel  which  US 
officials  say  are  Iranian-in- 
spired. A bill  being  promoted 
by  New  York  senator  Alfonse 
D’ Amato  would  impose  sanc- 
tions cm  any  company  — even 
non-American  — which  in- 
vests more  than  S40  million 
(£26  million)  in  Iran’s  oil  and 
gas  sector. 

“The  D'Amato  bill  is  aimed 
at  the  big  projects  and  tbe  big 
boys.  It  has  already  affected 
some  12  major  energy  pro- 
jects costing  $7  billion,  pro- 
jects which  could  boost  Iran's 
revenues  by  a quarter."  com- 
mented one  Western  analyst 
in  Tehran. 


News  in  brief 


Nato  steps  up 
role  in  Bosnia 

Nato  ambassadors  yesterday 
agreed  to  offer  closer  cooper- 
ation to  the  civilian  CJN  peace 
mission  in  Bosnia  by  allow- 
ing the  I-FOR  military  force 
to  assist  in  guarding  sus- 
pected mass  graves,  arresting 
listed  war  criminals  and 
resettling  refugees,  Stephen 
Botes  in  Brussels  and  Julian 
Barger  in  Sarajevo  write. 

Meanwhile  in  the  Sarajevo 
suburbs  tension  surfaced  be- 
tween Bosnia's  Muslims  and 
Croats,  after  Croat  police  at- 
tempted to  seize  a police 
station  in  a Sarajevo  suburb 
as  it  was  about  to  be  handed 
over  to  the  government. 

After  a night  of  tense  nego- 
tiations, French  Nato  troops 
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and  UN  police  persuaded  tbe 
22-strong  Croat  police  force  to 
withdraw  from  the  Sarajevo 
suburb  of  H addei,  minutes 
before  the  arrival  of  a multi- 
ethnic police  force,  averting  a 
possible  confrontation. 

Minister  indicted 

The  former  chief  minister  of 
the  Delhi  regional  govern- 
ment, Madanlal  Kburana,  was 
charged  yesterday  in  a 
865  million  rupee  (£12.4  mil- 
lion) corruption  scandal,  be- 
coming the  25th  politician  in- 
dicted in  a case  that  has 
forced  seven  cabinet  minis- 
ters to  resign.  — AP. 

Crime  of  passion 

French  police  said  yesterday 
they  believed  teenage  love 
rivalry  motivated  a young 
couple  to  stab  to  death  a 
schoolboy,  aged  16,  whose 
body  was  found  burled  be- 
neath the  patio  of  a villa  east 
of  Paris,  writes  Alex  Duoal 
Smith  in  Paris.  The  couple 
have  confessed  to  the  killing. 

Cuban  ‘terrorism9 

The  Cuban  foreign  minister. 
Roberto  Robaina.  told  a 
special  meeting  of  the  United 
Nations  General  Assembly 
yesterday  that  the  Cuban  ex- 
ile organisation  whose  two 
light  aircraft  were  shot  down 


by  Cuban  MiGs  last  month 
was  a “paramilitary  terrorist 
organisation  ". 

He  condemned  new  legisla- 
tion intended  to  tighten  the 
35-year  US  economic  embargo 
against  Cuba.  — Reuter. 

Court  in  the  act  . 

A Pittsburgh  lawyer  prosecut- 
ing a man  in  two  robbery 
cases  began  dating  the  man’s 
girlfriend  and  sent  him  to  jail 
"to  remove  romantic  competi- 
tion", a judge  ruled.  Thomas 
Balenger.  who  is  serving  5-10 
years,  will  now  get  a new 
trial.  — AP. 

Election  deaths 

At  least  seven  people  were 
killed  and  more  than  150  in- 
jured in  clashes  during  voting 
in  two  northern  districts  of 
Bangladesh  yesterday,  writes 
Arshad  Mahmud  in  Dhaka. 
Witnesses  said  three  people 
were  shot  dead  in  Rajgang,  in 
the  northern  Sirajgang  dis- 
trict, when  police  fired  on 
demonstrators  opposed  to 
new  polling  in  some  constitu- 
encies where  voting  in  last 
month’s  general  election  was 
suspended. 

Meanwhile  more  than  100 
were  injured  when  opposition 
activists  tried  to  disrupt  a 
rally  of  the  prime  minister, 
Khaleda  Zia. 


Kuwait  keeps  faith  with  missing  sons 


Ian  Black  reports  from  the  emirate  on  its 
campaign  forthe  return  of  Saddam's  PoWs 


LIGHTS  are  burning  late 
in  a Kuwait  office  build- 
ing as  overworked  offi- 
cials put  the  final  touches  to  a 
high-profile  attempt  to  keep 
alive  the  memory  of  600  fel- 
low-countrymen missing 
since  the  Iraqi  occupation, 
and  to  secure  the  freedom  of 
any  who  are  still  alive. 

Nothing  else  matters  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  National 
Committee  for  Missing  and 
PoWs’  Affairs,  the  combined 
administration,  shrine  and 
lobbying  centre  for  this  most 
painful  of  the  Gulf  war's 
legacies. 

“People  need  to  know 
whether  their  children  are 
alive  or  dead.”  says  its  admin- 
istrator. Badr  Ahmad.  “Ku- 
wait is  a very  small  country. 
We  don't  have  much  nightlife, 
or  mountains,  or  rivers.  We 
stay  at  home  and  watch  TV. 
So  when  we  lose  someone  we 
really  miss  them." 

Current  efforts  are  focused 
on  London  where  a star-stud- 
ded VIP  cast  led  by  George 
Bush  and  Margaret  Thatcher 
meet  on  Tuesday  for  a two- 


day  conference  to  show  soli- 
darity and  keep  the  flame 
flickering. 

For.  five  years  after  the  lib- 
eration, the  emirate's  missing 
— and  a handful  of  other  na- 
tionalities — represent  both  a 
personal  loss  and  unfinished 
political  business  as  Saddam 
Hussein  continues  to  defy 
United  Nations  resolutions. 

Iraq  is  required  to  free  the 
prisoners  or  account  for  their 
fate  before  the  oil  sanctions 
crippling  its  economy  can  be 
lifted.  But  Kuwait  and  its  al- 
lies insist  that  Baghdad's  atti- 
tude remains  obstructive. 

Internationally,  the  prison- 
ers are  overshadowed  by  the 
issue  of  weapons  of  mass  de- 
struction being  monitored  by 
the  UN;  for  the  Kuwaitis  it  is 
both  a highly  emotional  issue 
and  a stick  they  use  to  beat 
Iraq  and  hold  off  pressure  for 
easing  sanctions. 

The  NCMPA  HQ  has  none 
of  the  inertia  that  affects  so 
many  offices  in  Arab  capitals. 
“We  are  the  only  people  in 
Kuwait  who  work  day  and 
night,”  Mr  Ahmad  says.  Like 


the  Holocaust  museum  in  Je- 
rusalem, it  has  become  an 
obligatory  stop  for  foreign 
visitors. 

Money  at  least  is  no  prob- 
lem for  this  oil-rich  country. 
The  families  of  the  missing 
are  well  looked  after  by  the 
last  real  welfare  state  in  the 
world,  health  and  education 
are  free,  and  their  full  sala- 
ries are  paid  as  if  they  were 
still  at  work. 

Kuwaitis  believe  the  pris- 
oners are  alive  and  being  kept 
by  Iraq  as  a bargaining  chip. 

“We  know  Saddam's  ways,” 
insists  the  deputy  chairman 
of  the  NCMPA  Sultan  al-Kha- 
laf.  whose  14-year-old  son  was 
taken  by  the  Iraqis  in  August 
1990  and  has  not  been  seen  or 
heard  of  since. 

“Maybe  they  are  not  all 
alive,  but  Iraq  would  not  have 
negotiated  for  two  years  If 
they  didn't  have  any  prison- 
ers.” Privately,  Western 
countries  believe  the  prison- 
ers were  probably  executed 
during  tbe  post-war  uprising 
in  southern  Iraq,  and  that 
President  Saddam  is  string- 
ing the  world  along  to  avoid 
having  to  admit  to  another 
atrocity. 

So  fir  the  Iraqis  have  ad- 
mitted only  to  taking  128  pris- 


oners, but  claim  that  they  and 
their  records  disappeared 
during  allied  bombing.  No- 
one  believes  them:  Iraq  is  a 
highly  centralised  bureau- 
cracy where  documents  are 
routinely  copied  to  Baghdad. 

A technical  subcommittee 
meets  montby  under  Red 
Cross  auspices  in  no  man's 
land  near  the  Iraqi  port  of 
Umm  Qasr.  Iraq's  six  repre- 
sentatives, who  always  In- 
clude two  representatives  of 
the  secret  service,  play  a 
time-wasting  game. 

*'It's  like  with  the 
weapons,”  says  one  diplomat 
“How  many  full,  frank  and 


complete  declarations  ca 
you  have?  Why  should  we  b 
lieve  their  fifth  account  whs 
the  previous  four  have  s 
been  partial  or  false?" 

• A Kuwaiti  convert  l 
Christianity,  Hussei 
Qamber  Ali,  aged  45.  a 
peered  in  court  yesterday 
answer  the  first  charge 
apostasy  brought  in  the  emi 
ate.  He  stands  to  lose  ma 
riage,  inheritance  and  othi 
rights,  and  could  be  murden 
with  impunity  by  a Muslim 
found  guilty.  The  court  wj 
decide  on  April  17  on  his  pli 
that  the  case  should  be  heaj 
by  the  constitutional  court. 


“No  one  should  be  blonde. 

No  one  should  have  fun.  Fun  is 
a gendered  concept.”  Would  I 
like  to  go  up  to  Birmingham  and 
say  this?  Not  really,  thanks. 
Suzanne  Moore 
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WORLD  NEWS  7 


Domestic  woe 
blunts  German 
blood  claims 


‘Scapegoat*. . .A  1991  picture  of  the  man  in  the  dock  after  a 50-year  wait,  Maurice  Papon.  Right,  civil  plaiDtifb  in  the  caseon  the  steps  ofthe  courthouse  yesterday 

Final  Judgment  hangs  over  Vichy 


An  ex-minister  accused  of  crimes  against 
humanity  claims  he  is  a victim  of  a Jewish 
plot,  writes  Paul  Webster  in  Bordeaux 


AMONG  the  plaintiffs, 
lawyers  and  journal- 
ists waiting  for 
judges  to  start  a 
three-day  hearing  that  could 
send  a Gaullist  former  cabi- 
net minister,  Maurice  Papon, 
for  trial  for  wartime  crimes 
against  humanity,  his  most 
resolute  opponent  could  at 
last  feel  that  a 


Slitinsky  could  only  think  of 
a personal  tragedy  as  the  case 
started  yesterday. 

'1  cant  take  my  mind  off 
my  little  neighbour,  Bernard, 
who  I used  to  walk  to  school, 
hand-in-hand,”  he  said.  "He 
was  gassed  to  death  after  a 
deportation  order  signed  by 
Maurice.  Papon.  Bernard  was 


French  police  moved  to  arrest 
Jews,  including  most  of  his 
own  fkmijy,  who  died  in'Gen> 
man  death  camps.  •*'  " 

Nearly  40  years  later,  after 
a painstaking  investigation, 
the  Communist  Resistance 
worker  publlshed.secret  docu- 
ments on  wartime  collabora- 
tion that  forced  Mr  Papon  to 
resign  as  budget  minister  to 
face  allegations  of  responsi- 
bility for  the  deportation  of 
1,690  Jews,  including  223 
children. 

Using  Ms  journalist's  train- 
ing, Mr  Slitinsky  profited 
from  a further  15  years  of  ju- 
dicial delays  to  dig  up  piles  of 
new  evidence  to  add  to  26  vol- 
umes being  outlined  to  judges 
by  18  prosecution  lawyers 
representing  33  families. 

But  while  the  Papon  affair 
is  generally  seen  as  the  last 
chance  for  a definitive  public 
judgment  on  Pbilippe  Potato's 
collaborationist  regime,  Mr 


rapon  — now  85  — while 
handling  Jewish  affairs  in 
Bordeaux,  the  hundreds  of 


My  little  ridTigftBopii 
Bernard*  aged  five, 
was  gassed  after  a 
deportation  order 
signed  by  Papon 


family  tragedies,  they  cover 
are  still  likely  to  be ' sub- 
merged by  tiitoer  arguments 
over  a marathon  'judicial  ob- 
stacle course.  ' 

The  judges  may  take 
months  to  decide  whether  Mr 
Papon  — who  was  Paris 
police  chief  at  toe  time  of 
massacres  of  Algerians  in 
1961  during  the  Algerian  war 
— - should  be  cleared  of  com- 
plicity in  the  Holocaust  be- 
cause be  was  obeying  orders. 


The  former  minister 
refused  to  attend  yesterday's 
in  camera  hearings  but  out- 
lined his  defence  in  a long  in- 
terview in  the  Liberation 
newspaper  claiming  the 
status  of  a scapegoat  and  a 
victim  of  an  International 
plot  by  Jewish  organisations 
*T  don't  see  any  problems 
with  putting  Vichy  on  trial  I 
just  don’t  want  it  to  be  on  my 
head,”  he  added,  describing 
himself  as  an  unimportant 
provincial  official  powerless 
to  stop  Nazi  orders. 

But  documents,  some  cf 
them  in  Mr  Papon's  handwrit- 
ing, giving  French  police 
orders  to  round  up  named 
Jewish  families  and  send 
them  to  Drancy  concentration 
camp  near  Paris  are  being 
used  by  toe  prosecution  to 
show  that  he  deserved-quotes 
of  congratulation  from  the 
Nazis  for  his  efficiency. 

The  public  prosecutor,  Jean 
Delbs  du  Ran,  told,  judges  that 
.Mr  Papon,  a career  civil  ser- 
vant, was  totally  involved  in 
anti-Jewish  operations  and 
knew  perfectly  well  that  de- 
portees would  be  sent  to  Ger- 
man concentration  camps. 

In  any  normal  case,  a pub- 
lic prosecutor's  ruling  after  a 
15-year  investigation  would 
automatically  result  in  an 
assize  court  trial  but  the  his- 
tory of  the  Papon  affair  and 
Ms  advanced  age  has  left  con- 
siderable doubt  over  whether 
be  will  ever  be  tried. 

Throughout  his  14  years  in 
office,  the  late  President 
Francois  Mitterrand,  a Vichy 
official  in  1942,  put  pressure 
on  a compliant  judiciary  to 
delay  trials  cf  collaboration- 


Best  phone.  Best  price. 
Why  settle  for  less? 


9 


.99 

INC.  VAT. 


FREE  CONNECTION  TO 


M . R -S 

“7  ~2~ 

.1"  . 


— LowCall 

™!r 

ellphom 

• A5D  jm  z err::  - 

AWARDS.  1995-^3 


> BEST  PHONE -What 
Cellphone  Best  Consumer 
Phone  1995-96.  Compare 
the  specification. 

» BEST  PRICE -Compare  our 
prices  with  the  major  high . 
street  multiples. 

FREE  CONNECTION -To 
Vodafone  LowCall. 

FREE  DEUVERY-To  your 
door  within  4 working  days. 


CDEE  CONNECTION  TO 
rnCC  VODAFONE  LCWCAI  ! 
WITH  NO  TARIFF  INCREASES 
GUARANTEED  FOR  UFE 


.,£i5tm.77+«n 

50ppgw|415>+wn  nomAbtenxxiBir  tack  pro 

HffWhtoft  BfrpygwIUlH’Vfl)  __  • ■ 4 

Cle3i'  tints  B.OO-lSOC  Mac  Io  Fii.  f I , 

itemised  billing  charged.  1.  MW^a  ITH'Bi  1 1 mm 

A £1.77  me  VAT  per  no«Pi,  Line  rental  w Ja 

mortify  a Mtence)  and  afitme-  ■ MeL  A dB/Qsr  JS  JjL* 

ctafges  mil  te  0eb*te(J  to  jour  rommaw  , ' cs-^  w 

crati.dws*®  D&  can!  Cafe  chan$d*i  . - • • • ' ■ iir-—*11*  ***”**' 

jTisd^stctindsateftfietcttTwiufc  _ . 

ORDER  NOW  FOR  FREE  DEM  VERY  1^4  WORKING  DAYS 


FREEPHONE  0500  000  888 

CREDIT  CARD  ORDERING  HOTLINE  WEEKDAYS--:.  ••  V WEEKENDS  • 


7i  \ uyh  * 


♦ 199  name/number  menwy  ♦ 120 


mins  tafc-time  ♦ 23.5  hours  standby  i 


time#  Complete  with  battery  and 


rapid  tavd  dagp  ♦ WMbM  23Qg 


wurphoijeimeovwd  by  our  Ufbyt 
no  qiabWe  money  back  prerwea. 


ists.  Two  former  Vichy  police 
chiefs  accused  of  crimes 
against  humanity,  Jean  Le- 
guay,  and  Rene  Bousquet. 
died  before  being  brought  to 
trial  Bousquet,  who  financed 
Mr  Mitterrand's  election  cam- 
paigns, was  shot  dead  in  1993 
by  a lone  avenger. 

Although  the  Lyon  SS  rhfef. 
Klaus  Barbie,  was  jailed  for 
life  for  crimes  against  human- 
ity, the  only  Frenchman  to 
receive  a similar  sentence  was 
Paul  Touvier,  leader  of  the 
Lyon  French  pro-Nazi  mfUfia 


Touvier  was  protected  by  the 
Catholic  church  and  senior 
rightwing  politicians  for  50 
years,  and  Mr  Papon's  trial 
could  also  uncover  high-level 
complicity  to  protect  him 
The  election  of  Jacques 
Chirac  as  president  has  been 
the  most  significant  reason 
for  speeding  up  the  judicial 
process.  Last  year,  the  Gaull- 
ist leader  swept  aside  Mr  Mit- 
terrand's reluctance  by  con- 
demning Vichy  as  an  evil  and 
criminal  regime  and  demand- 
ing an  end  to  judicial  delays. 


But  the  Nazi-hunting  law- 
yer, Serge  Klarsfeld,  who  has 
pursued  Mr  Papon  since  the 
case  was  opened,  pointed  out 
that  the  affair  was  not  solely 
concerned  with  repairing  his- 
torical damage  and  covering 
up  a crime  which  no  post-war 
government  dared  to  admit 
“This  is  an  opportunity  to 
examine  the  limits  of  civil 
service  responsibility  in  ad- 
ministrative crimes  and 
would  provide  lessons  and 
guidance  for  today  and  the 
future."  he  said. 


tan  Traynor  in  Barfin 

Roman  rvirin  has  just 
e^phanged  the  barren 
criminalised  wasteland 
of  Russia's  Ural  mountains 
for  six  square  yards  of  an  Im- 
migrants' hostel  in  Berlin, 
hoping  for  a new  life  in  the 
homeland  he  had  never 
known  in  a lifetime  of  perse- 
cution and  hardship  as  an 
ethnic  German  in  Russia. 

The  2.500-mile  trek  has 
ended  not  without  disappoint- 
ment “The  hostel's  terrible. 

sll  gypsies  and  Bosnian 
refugees  and  Poles,  drinking 
every  night  making  a racket 
There  are  only  three  real  Ger- 
mans there." 

But  the  lure  of  the  West 
remains  irresistible.  "Of 
course  it's  still  much  better 
here  than  there.  It’s  so  dan- 
gerous, ifs  impossible  to  live 
there,  and  here  at  least  there 
are  some  prospects.  I'm  in  a 
much  better  frame  of  mind. *' 
Mr  Kvirln,  aged  58.  does  not 
know  it  — his  German  is 
rudimentary  and  his  grasp  of 
national  politics  here  unde- 
veloped — but  he  and  the 
other  220,000  ethnic  Germans 
who  moved  from  the  former 
Soviet  Union  to  Germany  last 
year  have  just  become  a 
problem. 

Increasingly  desperate  to 
revive  his  political  fortunes 
Oskar  Lafontaine,  the  s^iai 
Democrat  opposition  leader 
has  just  lashed  out  at  the  tide 
of  ethnic  German  immigra- 
tion from  former  communist 
Europe,  seeking  a scapegoat 
for  the  country's  soaring  un- 
employment rates  in  the  hap- 
less hordes  of  settlers  arriv- 
ing by  the  week  from  the  east 
“There’s  no  doubt  that  Ger- 
man Social  Democrats  offer 
aid  and  acceptance.  But  the 
burning  houses  show  that  the 
readiness  to  take  them  in  is 
not  unlimited/'  he  told  an 
election  rally  last  week. 

Liberals,  moderates,  and  . 
German  nationalists  alike 
have  been  appalled  by  what 


' they  see  as  his  dangerous 
, demagogy,  and  it  has  sparked 
an  impassioned  debate. 

But,  with  his  eye  on  three 
; key  state  polls  In  a fortnight’s 
time,  he  shows  no  sign  of  let- 
ting up  on  the  rabble-rousing, 
more  often  seen  as  the  pre- 
serve of  the  far  right 
■"Hiis  is  the  kind  of  talk  I 
would  have  expected  from  the 
neo-Nazis,  but  coming  from 
the  Social  Democrats  it  is 
reaDy  shocking,  dangerously 
playing  with  the  politics  of 
envy,"  says  Johann  Schoepf, 
a Berlin  social  worker  and 
legal  expert  who  has  been 
working  with  immigrants  for 
the  past  io  years. 

Hie  ethnic  German  diaspo- 
ra in  eastern  Europe,  which 
goes  back  to  the  middle  ages 
and  stretches  from  the  Bal- 
kans to  Siberia,  has  been  up- 
rooted since  the  collapse  of 
communism  six  years  ago.  Up 
to  two  million  of  them  have 
poured  into  Germany  since 
then. 

Under  the  blood  and  soil 
sentiment  that  governs  the 
regulation  of  German  nation- 
ality and  citizenship,  they 
and  their  offspring  are  consti- 
tutionally guaranteed  a Ger- 
man passport 
Mr  Lafontaine  is  the  first 
senior  political  leader  to  ques- 
tion this  axiom,  confident 
that  his  claimed  defence  of 
jobs,  pensions,  housing  and 
die  welfare  state  against  the 
incomers  chimes  well  with 
the  mood  among  a public  in- 
creasingly fretful  about  its 
living  standards. 

Seven  out  of  io  Germans 
agree  with  his  drive  and  want 
the  influx  severely  curbed  or 
ended,  according  to  an  opin- 
ion poll  today  from  the 
weekly  newspaper  Die 
Woche:  a view  likely  to  be 
reinforced  by  yesterday's  offi- 
cial unemployment  figure  of 
more  than  ll  per  cent  or  al- 
most <L3  million,  a post-war 
record 
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Wanted:  the  vision  thing 

Dole  only  stands  a chance  if  Clinton  blunders 


THE  SENATOR  from  Kansas  has  won  a 
famous  victory.  Bob  Dole  rides  again 
after  surviving  no  less  than  three  sepa- 
rate ambushes  from  fellow  Republican 
contenders.  His  triumphant  sweep 
through  the  biggest  primary  day  so  far 
should  not  really  have  been  unex- 
pected. Early  upsets  in  primaries  are  a 
tradition,  but  none  of  the  principal 
challengers  has  ever  had  a realistic 
chance  of  commanding  the  broad  ranks 
of  the  Republican  movement  As  each  is 
eliminated  in  turn,  the  main  benefit 
must  accrue  to  the  mainstream  runner. 
True,  Mr  Dole  had  come  unstuck  in 
1988  after  a similar  early  defeat  in  New 
Hampshire,  but  then  he  was  running 
against  the  Vice-President  This  time  he 
also  had  the  advantage  — against  two  of 
the  three  challengers  — of  a well-loaded 
campaign  chest.  Millionaire  Steve 
Forbes  was  the  exception  who  may  still 
do  some  damage  in  New  York  State.  But 
in  a week's  time  Mr  Dole  should  have 
clinched  it  in  the  real  Super  Tuesday. 
His  change  of  fortune  has  already  been 
signalled  by  the  gingerly  decision  of 
Newt  Gingrich  to  clarify,  at  last,  his 
support  for  the  "dose  friend"  whom  he 
previously  kept  at  electoral  distance. 

But  one  thing  has  not  changed  since 
1988:  Mr  Dole  still  fails  to  convey  a wisp 
of  that  much  prized  presidential  com- 
modity — the  vision  thing.  When  asked 
on  Tuesday  to  lay  out  his  plans  for  the 
future,  he  gave  a memorable  promise  to 
"sit  and  down  and  talk  about  (it)"  when 
the  election  was  over.  Republicans  may 
vote  for  him  because  he  is  there,  but 
such  vacuous  language  will  not  win 
over  many  of  the  undecided.  Mr  Dole 
has  always  been  hard  to  pin  down: 
during  this  campaign  he  has  been 
working  both  sides  of  the  street  over 
big  business  and  farm  prices  — a game 
he  was  already  playing  ten  years  ago. 
Yesterday  in  New  York,  he  was  pitch- 
ing for  the  liberal  vote  in  today's  vote, 
and  even  brought  himself  to  describe 


federal  walfare  payments  as  “a  very 
important  programme'1  for  the  young, 
disabled  and  jobless.  Mr  Dole  has  in  his 
long  career  managed  to  move  from 
being  regarded  as  an  arch-rightwinger 
to  portraying  himself  as  a "conserva- 
tive tinged  with  compassion."  But  he 
has  been  much  more  successful  in  run- 
ning the  Senate  than  running  for 
national  office.  In  his  current  cam- 
paign, he  has  needed  to  be  flanked  by 
reassuring  party  figures  who  can  lift 
his  performance  or  provide  some 
needed  sparkle  when  he  (quite  fre- 
quently) falls  short. 

If  the  Dole  wagon  now  rolls  ahead  as 
expected,  it  may  well  acquire  a new 
band.  The  media  has  nominated  in 
succession  Mr  Forbes,  Lamar  Alexan- 
der and  Pat  Buchanan  as  favourites  to 
be  preferred.  Once  they  are  out  of  the 
running,  an  entirely  different  possibil- 
ity could  now  be  floated.  Mr  Dole  not 
only  sweeps  the  convention  but. . . Bill 
Clinton  had  better  watch  out!  At  the 
moment  this  seems  wildly  implausible 
and  the  senator  is  seen  by  many  repub- 
lican as  well  as  democratic  strategists 
as  the  survivor  of  a weak  field.  Mr  Dole 
must  also  now  prepare  to  fmd  ways  of 
bridging  the  gap  — or  rather  the  gaps  — 
between  the  very  different  constituen- 
cies of  his  main  rivals  and  himself.  Mr 
Buchanan's  claim  that  it  will,  at  all 
events,  be  Pat's  platform  if  not  his 
candidacy  may  be  a final  arrogant  fling. 
But  Mr  Dole  will  no  doubt  trim  even 
further  on  sensitive  republican  issues 
such  as  free  trade,  abortion  and  immi- 
gration. If  he  lacks  a clear  message 
now,  it  is  likely  to  be  even  more  blurred 
by  convention  time.  However  It 
emerges,  it  is  not  likely  to  be  an  attrac- 
tive prospect  for  most  America-watch- 
ers.  But  If  there  is  after  all  to  be  an 
upset  in  the  final  Big  Fight,  it  will  be 
the  result  of  blunders  which  Mr  Clinton 
may  commit  rather  than  any  brilliance 
from  Bob  Dole. 


Rif  kind  at  the  heart  of  Europe 

Now  stand  back  for  the  revenge  of  the  Tory  Eurosceptics 


EUROPE  is  supposedly  the  defining 
issue  of  modern  British  politics.  But  it 
is  not  the  issue  on  which  many  British 
party  leaders  actually  define  their 
views  very  readily.  Evasion  and  gen- 
erality are  more  often  the  order  of  the 
day.  Considering  that  the  European 
Union  is  on  the  eve  of  an  important 
Intergovernmental  conference  later 
this  month  at  which  crucial  and  spe- 
cific questions  — including  institu- 
tional reform,  foreign  policy  and  justice 
policy  — will  be  defined,  the  recent 
silence  has  been  eloquent  of  the  sensi- 
tivities which  the  issue  arouses. 

That  however,  is  about  to  change, 
and  not  before  time.  Malcolm  Rifkind 
began  to  articulate  the  British  govern- 
ment's approach  to  the  1GC  in  a speech 
in  Paris  on  Tuesday.  Gordon  Brown  has 
been  hardening  Labour's  commitment 
to  monetary  union  during  a visit  to 
Brussels  this  week.  And  Paddy  Ash- 
down delivered  a highly  pro-European 
but  notably  unspecific  pre-IGC  speech 
in  London  last  night.  Ail  this  is  a 
curtain  raiser  to  the  long-awaited  IGC 
white  paper  which  is  due  for  publica- 
tion next  week.  From  that  moment, 
Europe  will  be  back  at  the  top  of  the 
political  agenda  with  a vengeance. 

Douglas  Hurd’s  successor  has  spent 
his  early  months  at  the  Foreign  Office 
applying  a Eurosceptic  patina  to  his 
generally  pro-European  political  image. 
But  his  Paris  speech  on  common  for- 
eign and  security  policy  — one  of  the 
so-called  “pillars"  of  the  European 
Union  — represents  a reversion  to  prag- 


matic type.  It  was  a cautious  but  logical 
exposition  of  a case  on  CFSP  around 
which  other  parties  can  probably  unite 
more  easily  than  his  own.  Like  Mr 
Riflfind's  recent  speech  in  Munich,  this 
one  was  infused  with  a much  more 
positive  attitude  to  the  EU  than  a party 
audience  or  the  Europhobe  Tory  press 
would  tolerate.  It  took  the  CFSP  as  a 
given  to  be  worked  with,  not  as  a 
dragon  to  be  slain  by  the  nation  state.  It 
was  low  on  Euro-rhetoric,  rightly 
avoiding  over-ambitious  goals,  but  it 
was  otherwise  a balance  between  prac- 
tical proposals,  all  anathema  to  Euro- 
sceptics, and  a general  cautionary  ap- 
proach to  majority  voting,  which  other 
EU  nations  including  Germany  ought  to 
take  more  seriously.  Mr  Rifkind  is  right 
that  the  substance  of  any  policy  is  more 
important  than  its  form.  But  the  tone  is 
important  as  well  as  the  substance,  and 
Mr  Rifkind ’s  was  well-judged. 

Only  a small  part  of  the  speech  dealt 
with  British  proposals  for  the  institu- 
tional reform  which  will  underpin 
CFSP.  But  the  mere  fact  that  a Conser- 
vative foreign  secretary  is  willing  to 
support  the  setting  up  of  a European 
Council  foreign  policy  secretariat  and 
the  creation  of  a high  profile  post  of 
European  Union  foreign  policy  ambas- 
sador has  been  enough  to  light  the 
party's  blue  touch  paper.  The  instant 
censure  which  the  speech  has  provoked 
from  the  Europhobe  wing  of  the  Conser- 
vative Party  is  a reliable  sign  that  Mr 
Rifkind's  honeymoon  with  the  Tory 
right  is  about  to  come  to  an  end. 


No  avoiding  hard  health  choices 

But  activists  as  well  as  ministers  must  change  their  tactics 


SPORT  on  a 10-year-old  Manchester 
suffering  from  a brain  clot  finds  he 
unable  to  get  a brain  scan  because 
£1  million  scanner  — bought  with 
ic  donations  — only  operated  be- 
in  9am  and  5pm.  He  later  died  from 
assive  renewed  haemorrhage.  The 
■ of  Leah  Betts,  the  Essex  teenager 
died  from  an  ecstasy  tablet,  could 
be  used  by  any  of  Britain’s  seven 
splant  centres  several  of  which  are 
(ring  from  a shortage  of  intensive 
beds.  Just  a day  after  these  reports 
ared,  the  Health  Secretary  issued 
guidelines  yesterday  on  the  use  of 
isive  care  beds  — and  promised  a 
Patient’s  Charter  standard  for  acci- 
and  emergency  departments, 
that’s  alright  then?  Far  from  it. 
e are  uncomfortable  lessons  for 
sters  — and  local  activists.  Minis- 
ieed  to  recognise  the  importance  of 
egic  planning.  Expensive  services 
Intensive  care  have  to  be  planned. 


not  left  to  the  market  if  patients  are  to 
properly  protected.  Patient  charter 
standards  fall  far  short  of  what  is 
needed.  The  Royal  College  of  Physi- 
cians set  out  some  factors  — all  missing 
from  the  minister’s  instructions  to 
health  authorities  — which  need  to  be 
taken  into  consideration:  beds  per  mil- 
lion people,  distance  between  units, 
transfer  policy.  Currently  the  Health 
Secretary'  does  not  even  know  how 
many  intensive  care  beds  are  in  the 
system.  Local  activists,  too,  need  to 
reassess  their  instinctive  rejection  to 
all  hospital  closures.  The  Manchester 
report  spoke  of  the  urgent  need  to 
reorganise  children's  services  — a reor- 
ganisation that  has  been  delayed  10 
years  and  is  still  stalled  by  objections  to 
one  local  hospital  closure.  Activists 
cannot  close  their  eyes  to  the  cruel 
choices  of  health  planning:  more  hospi- 
tals but  stricter  opening  hours;  or  fewer 
hospitals  with  more  24-hour  services. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


You’re  on  your  Todd,  Derek 


Matters  arising:  Major’s  heir 
apparent  and  fishy  practices 


Derek  todd’s  claim 

(User  friendly  folly. 
March  6)  that  the  user 
is  the  cause  of  the  drugs  prob- 
lem is  as  simplistic  as  it  is 
misguided.  What  bogs  down 
much  of  our  efforts  in  res- 
ponding to  drugs,  apart  from 
the  rather  sterile  debate 
about  legalisation,  is  that  our 
public  institutions  of  health, 
education,  social  services  and 
criminal  justice  are  in  finan- 
cial straitjackets. 

In  drugs  education,  we  see 
police  resources  being  spent 
on  schools  programmes.  But 
could  these  resources  be  bet- 
ter used  by  schools  them- 
selves to  employ  specialist 
health  education  support 
staff?  Institutions,  chief  offi- 
cers and  politicians  jealously 
guard  their  hard-won 
budgets. 

What  we  now  need  is  not 
just  better  co-ordination  be- 
tween all  the  interested  par- 
ties. We  need  both  a national 
and  local  drug  interventions 
and  investment  budget  which 
can  channel  the  overall 
resources  available  into  the 
most  cost-effective  actions. 
Reducing  the  demand  for 
drugs  means  a significant  and 
long-term  shift  in  the  balance 
of  our  spending  priorities. 
Roger  Howard. 

Standing  Conference 
on  Drug  Abuse. 

Waterbridge  House, 

32-36  Loman  Street, 

London  SEl  OEE. 

TODD  declares  that  he 
finds  it  difficult  to  follow 
the  logic  of  the  arguments  for 
legalisation.  Let  me  try  to 
help.  Pew  drugs  are,  in  them- 
selves. dangerous.  Cannabis 


An  explanation 

I READ  with  interest  Beatrix 
Campbell's  (Faith-healers  at 
work  in  Irish  hospitals,  March 
5j.  My  decision  to  decline  the 
offer  of  a second  term  as  chair- 
man of  the  Royal  Group  of 
Hospitals  Trust  reflected  my 
acute  dissatisfaction  with  var- 
ious aspects  of  the  central  di- 
rection of  the  health  service  in 
Northern  Ireland. 

These  weaknesses  were  ex- 
emplified in  the  perverse  out- 
come. for  the  Royal  Group,  cff 
the  1995  contract  negotiations. 
The  Group  has  been  hilly  res- 
ponsive to  the  challenge  of 
change  and  has  an  excellent 
record  in  meeting  the  criteria 
by  which  the  viability  of 
trusts  is  measured.  There  are, 
however,  limits  to  what  can  be 
done  to  tighten  budgetary  con- 
straints without  being  at 
grave  risk  of  seriously  eroding 
standards,  lowering  morale 
and  destabilising  an  organisa- 
tion and  diminishing  Its 
effectiveness. 

I did  not  suspect  or  believe 
that  the  Government’s  deal- 
ings with  the  Royal  Group 
were  prompted  by  any  sectar- 
ian intent.  The  Board  of  The 
Trust  had  succeeded  nine 
months  ago  in  securing  an  ab- 
solutely firm  commitment 
from  the  Government  to  make 
£65m  available  to  provide  on 
the  site  a long  overdue 
'replacement  for  much  of  the 
existing  Royal  Victoria  Hospi- 
tal. Building  work  Is  sched- 
uled to  start  on  April  1, 1997. 

The  Royal  Group,  in  its  car- 
ing, teaching  and  research 
roles,  is  a Northern  Ireland 
flagship,  a truly  international 
centre  of  excellence.  Also  criti- 
cally important,  it  occupies  a ! 
pivotal  position  in  the  eco- 
nomic life  of  an  area  which  is 
seriously  deficient  in  job  op- 
portunities. in  social  and  eco- 1 
nomic  terms,  as  well  as  for  its 
crucial  contribution  to  the 
Health  Service  in  Northern 
Ireland  as  a major  regional 
resource,  the  Royal  Group  is  a 
valuable  asset  which  should 
be  maintained  and,  where 
possible,  enhanced. 

Sir  George  Quigley. 

Former  Chairman, 

Royal  Group  of 
Hospitals  Trust, 

Belfast 


is  harmless,  or  as  near  as 
dammit;  heroin  can  be  taken 
pure  for  decades  with  no  01- 
effects;  ecstasy  deaths  usu- 
ally result  from  ignorance  — 
Leah  Betts  diluting  herself  to 
death,  for  example. 

Only  two  drugs  are  proven 
addictive  killers:  nicotine 
and  alcohol.  Todd's  favour- 
ing of  more  lurid  “educa- 
tional" materials  starkly 
highlights  the  gulf  separating 
him  from  those  he  wants  to 
help. 

Why  should  young  people 
believe  a leaflet  from  the  De- 
partment of  Health,  when  it 
flies  in  the  face  of  the  evi- 
dence they  see  all  around 
them?  That  their  friends,  rel- 
atives, and  they  themselves 
take  drugs  as  an  integral  part 
of  their  leisure  activities, 
with  no  significant  ill-effects. 

The  illegality  of  drugs  gen- 
erates crime,  sustains  igno- 
rance, squanders  police  and 
judicial  resources,  and  sets 
one  generation  against  an- 
other. The  only  real  “drugs 
menace"  is  that  of  profound 
ignorance  in  high  places,  and 
a media  which  gives  it  a 
platform. 

Alan  Paterson. 

64  Cranwich  Road, 

London  N165JF. 

DEREK  TODD  appears  to 
have  bad  a memory  lapse 
when  criticising  law  enforce- 
ment for  its  “user  friendly 
folly”.  He  appears  to  have  for- 
gotten that  the  current  policy 
developed  from  earlier  at- 
tempts to  cany  out  the  ap- 
proach he  recommends. 

Criminal  i Ration  of  the  user 
began  in  earnest  with  the  1964 
Drugs  Act  which  was  accom- 


panied by  mass  police  raids 
on  clubs  where  drug  taking 
was  known  to  take  place. 
Prosecution  of  users  did  little 
to  stem  the  tide  of  demand  or 
the  flow  of  drugs.  The  shift  in 
focus  to  the  supply  was  in 
part  brought  about  through 
recognition  of  the  futility  of 
pursuing  users. 

The  problem  of  policing 
drug  use  is  the  ease  with 
which  users  can  justify  their 
actions.  They  may  be  per- 
forming an  illegal  act  that  up- 
sets the  sensibilities  of  some 
people,  but  it  is  a crime  where 
the  only  victim  is  the 
perpetrator. 

By  arguing  their  right  to 
make  that  choice  users  are  in 
the  company  of  philosophers 
such  as  J S MUL  It  is  a valid 
claim  that  weakens  the  abil- 
ity of  a democratic  police 
force  to  claim  it  is  policing  by 
consent 
Andy  Wilson. 

3 King  George  Street 
Greenwich. 

London  SE10  8QJ. 

(NOTED  that  in  his  call  for 
demand  reduction  policies 
Derek  Todd  suggests  that 
anti-drug  education  in 
schools  “can  be  introduced 
during,  say.  a geography  class 
to  show  that  South  America 
produces  coffee  but  also  a 
nasty  substance  called 
cocaine”. 

Could  his  imaginary  geog- 
raphy class  also  be  told  that, 
say.  England  produces  milk 
but  also  amphetamines?  or  do 
drugs  only  come  from 
abroad? 

Gary  Groom. 

28  Lake  Road, 

London  SW19  TER. 


JUMter 


This  is  an  age-old  problem 

| FIND  IT  a shame  that  your 


leader  (March  6)  has  uncriti- 
cally picked  up  on  the  theme 
of  a report  from  the  European 
Commission  which  scape- 
goats the  elderly  for  antici- 
pated changes  in  welfare  pro- 
vision in  the  next  century. 

The  demographic  statistics 
are  due  to  the  peculiar  combi- 
nation of  the  post-war  baby- 
boom  followed  by  a return  to 
a century-old  decline  in  fertil- 
ity rates,  creating  a popula- 
tion bulge  which  will  disap- 
pear as  surely  as  it  arose. 

Maybe  these  concerns 
about  ageing  have  more  to  do 
with  an  exhausted  social  sys- 
tem and  an  inability  to  raise 
enthusiasm  amongst  their 
own  members  than  any  natu- 
ral phenomenon? 

Bill  Dor odie. 

European  Projects  Officer, 
Kings  way  College. 

Regents  Park  Centre, 

Longford  Street 
London  NW1 3HB. 

THE  EU  report  masks  dif- 
I ferences  between 
countries  which  will  exert  a 
powerful  effect  on  how  wel- 
fare provision  develop.  We 
recently  interviewed  politi- 
cians, representatives  of  em- 
ployers and  trade  unions  and 
civil  servants  on  this  issue. 
While  there  was  widespread 
agreement  on  the  challenges 
posed  by  demography  and 
high  unemployment,  there 
are  considerable  differences 
of  opinion  on  what  can  and 
should  be  done.  One  big  dif- 
ference is  the  way  in  which 
many  of  the  German  respon- 
dents were  keen  to  defend  the 
existing  Bismarkian  system 
of  social  insurance,  while  less 
concerned  about  meeting  the 


needs  of  those  who  are  not  in- 
cluded within  it,  because  they 
have  interrupted  work  re- 
cords or  are  unemployed. 
Many  of  the  latter  group  are 
women. 

In  Denmark  and  In  France, 
by  contrast  there  is  much 
more  concern  about  social  ex- 
clusion and  about  maintain- 
ing solidarity.  Britain  stands 
out  as  the  only  country  In 
which  no  substantial  group- 
ing is  willing  to  defend  the 
maintenance  of  high  welfare 
standards  at  the  cost  of  main- 
taining levels  of  tax  and 
spending. 

Peter  Taylor-Gooby. 
Professor  of  Social  Policy, 
University  of  Kent, 
Canterbury  CT2  7NY, 

THE  photograph  accompa- 
I nying  Richard  Worsley's 
eloquent  piece  about  ageism 
in  the  workplace  (Left  out  of 
things,  March  2)  depicted 
three  older  men  registering 
for  work  in  Bradford, 

This  "radical"  approach 
was  somewhat  overshadowed 
by  the  person  pouring  the  tea 
for  the  men,  who  surprise 
surprise,  was  an  overalled, 
older  woman.  Oh  well,  maybe 
age  takes  precedent  over  gen- 
der in  examining  employees’ 
prejudices. 

Once  again  it  seems  the 
women  are  left  making  the 
tea. 

Karen  Tansley. 

Rectory  Cottage, 

St  Andrew’s  Lane. 

Congham. 

King's  Lynn  PE32  iDu. 


We  may  edit  letters:  shorter 
ones  are  more  likely  to  appear. 
We  regret  we  cannot 
acknowledge  those  not  used. 


I ALWAYS  urge  caution  upon 
those  of  my  friends  who  as- 
sure me  that  the  Tories  can- 
not possibly  win  the  next  elec- 
tion, but  now  I know  that  they 
must  be  right  — the  Prime 
Minister  agrees  with  them 
(PM  wants  Patten  back  as 
Tory  leadership  'heir',  March 
6).  Why  else  would  he  now  be 
annointing  his  old  friend 
Chris  Patten  as  his  preferred 
heir-apparent  as  Tory  leader? 

This  might  help  to  explain 
something  that  has  been  puz- 
zling me  since  election  night 
in  1992.  As  the  early  results 
were  flashed  up  on  the  televi- 
sion screen  placed  in  the 
lobby  of  the  hall  where  our 
constituency’s  count  was  tak- 
ing place,  I happened  to  be 
standing  close  to  the  Tory 
candidate  — Peter  LiHey.  I 
could  understand  all  too  well 
his  cries  of  elation  as  news  of 
Tory  victories  came  through 
from  seats  which  the  opposi- 
tion parties  needed  to  win, 
but  could  my  perception  pos- 
sibly be  correct  that  his  most 
jubilant  cry  of  all  was  uttered 
when  we  all  saw  that  his  cabi- 
net colleague  Chris  Patten 
had  been  beaten  in  Bath? 

- If  Mr  Patten  should  attempt 
to  make  a political  comeback 
at  home  when  he  returns 
from  Hong  Kong,  he  would 
presumably  do  well  to  test  the 
temperature  of  any  oil  offered 
for  his  annointing  by  Mr  Lil- 
ley  and  the  other  right-wing 
members  of  the  present  cabi- 
net whom  John  Major  alleg- 
edly once  referred  to  as  his 
bastards! 

Kenneth  Holmes. 

54  Falconers  Field. 

Harpenden, 

Herts  AL53ET. 

MAY  I correct  an  error  in 
your  report  (Test  Case 
over  Tory  MPs’  financial  sup- 
port, March  5)?  I have  not,  as 
the  article  states,  refused  to 


take  up  a complaint  from  a 
Labour  MP.  The  Member  con- 
cerned had  sent  me  a news- 
paper article  but  could  not 
vouch  for  its  accuracy.  I 
therefore  asked  him  if  he 
wished  to  lodge  a complaint 
(which  would  bring  the  mat- 
ter within  my  terms  of  refer- 
ence); and,  if  so,  whether  he 
could  specify  the  charges  and 
supply  supporting  evidence. 
This  has  since  been  done,  al- 
beit by  a different  Member. 
Sir  Gordon  Downey. 
Parliamentary  Commissioner 
for  Standards. 

House  of  Commons, 

London  SW1A0AA. 

IN  ALL  the  hullabaloo  over 
the  European  Court's  fishing 
rifling,  very  little  has  been 
said  about  what  could  be  done 
right  now  to  stop  the  quota 
hoppers.  At  the  moment,  boats 
flying  a UK  flag  of  conve- 
nience have  a choice.  Either 
they  must  land  half  their 
catch  in  Britain,  or  they  must 
visit  one  of  our  ports  at  least 
four  times  every  six  months. 
But  why  offer  the  choice? 
Make  it  compulsory  to  do  both 
and  you  would  change  the  eco- 
nomics Of  quota-hopping.  It 
wouldn’t  eliminate  it  alto- 
gether but  it  would  force  a 
drastic  cut  by  making  many 
trips  uneconomic.  It  would 
also  allow  us  to  check  on  more 
of  their  catches. 

Best  of  all.  it  Is  a change 
that  could  be  made  at  once,  at 
no  cost,  and  with  no  fear  of 
felling  foul  of  Euro-law  — it 
merely  concerns  licence  con- 
ditions, not  legislation.  Minis- 
ters should  explain  why  they 
won't  examine  this  option. 
Robin  Teverson  MEP. 
European  Parliament 
Fisheries  Committee 
(Cornwall  & West  Plymouth). 
Newton  Farm.  Me  there!]. 
Callington, 

Cornwall  FL17  8DQ, 


Sound  of  fury 

THE  Opera  House  has  its 
lottery  money,  but  can’t 
get  planning  permission 
(Council  rejects  Royal  opera 
plan,  March  2).  Now  the  Brit- 
ish Museum  is  travelling 
down  the  same  bumpy  road: 
£30m  from  the  Millennium 
Fund,  but  a planning  applica- 
tion to  destroy  the  Round 
Reading  Room  only  just  sub- 
mitted to  Camden  Council. 
The  BM  Trustees  should  take 
a sideways  glance  at  the 
Opera  House  to  gauge  the 
likely  reaction  to  their 
vandalism. 

Brian  Lake. 

Secretary,  British  Library 
Regular  Readers’  Group. 

46  Great  Russell  Street 
London  WClB  3PA. 


A Country  Diary 


Size  matters 

I WAS  in  my  kitchen  when  I 
read  Luisa  Diliner's  asser- 
tion (Doctor  at  large,  March  5) 
that  the  diameter  of  the  erect 
penis  is  eight  to  12cm.  A 
quick  survey  with  a ruler 
showed  that  this  lay  between 
a large  coffee  mug  and  a 
Morphy  Richards  jug  kettle. 
Curiously,  it  is  also  twice  the 
width  of  the  new  EU  standard 
condom,  the  introduction  of 
which  prompted  the  article. 
May  I suggest  that  Dr  Diliner 
clarifies  the  issue  before 
young  male  suicide  rates 
reach  an  all-time  high. 

Paul  Livesey. 

Flat  50, 

Whitendale  Hall. 

Preston, 

Lancashire  PRl  7BG. 


CO  DURHAM:  February 
brought  two  magical  events. 
The  first  — reputed  to  be  a 
once-in-a-lifetime  spectacle  — 
was  an  evening  sky  decorated 
for  a few  surreal  minutes  by 
mother-of-pearl  clouds.  They 
were  of  a kind  that  might  be 
drawn  by  a science  fiction 
illustrator  to  portray  the  at- 
mosphere of  an  alien  planet, 
or  might  have  been  inter- 
preted in  antiquity  as  a por- 
tent of  terrible  events.  Whole 
sheets  of  stratus  were  shot 
through  with  rainbow 
colours,  although  in  no  par- 
ticular rainbow  order,  set 
against  a peach  and  grey 
stratosphere.  The  effect,  simi- 
lar to  the  interference  colours 
generated  by  the  inside  of  an 
abalone  shell,  was  said  to  be 
caused  by  unusually  low  tem- 
peratures at  high  altitudes 
that  generated  minute,  refrac- 
tive ice  crystals.  Whatever 
the  cause,  this  short  hut  spec- 
tacular sky  was  reported  all 
over  the  region,  from  North- 
umberland to  Yorkshire,  be- 
fore it  was  drawn  to  a close  by 
a curtain  of  black  snow 


clouds.  The  second  momen- 
tous event,  witnessed  only  by 
my  wife,  was  the  arrival  of  a 
party  of  waxwings  in  our  gar- 
den. They  demolished  the 
Lonicera  tartarica  berries 
dangling  close  to  the  window, 
with  some  birds  even  sitting 
on  the  window  ledge  to  feed. 
Their  antics  were  described 
to  me  over  the  telephone  by 
my  wife,  who  commentated 
on  every  detail  of  their  plum- 
age and  activities  as  she  sat 
just  a couple  of  feet  from  the 
window.  By  the  time  I got 
home,  they  had  (of  course) 
moved  on.  It  like  me.  you 
have  waited  years  to  see  one 
of  these  exotic  winter  visi- 
tors. you  can  imagine  the 
frustration  of  having  to  make 
do  with  a commentary  on  a 
whole  flock  in  your  own  gar- 
den. The  bitter  weather  that 
brought  the  waxwings  and 
pearly  heavsis  has  now  given 
way  to  the  first  warm  days  of 
spring  and  I am  planning  to 
plant  a hedge  of  Lonicera  tar- 
tarica.  The  birds,  at  least, 
might  be  back. 

PHIL  GATES 
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Diary 


Matthew  Noonan 


fKOM  the  world's  most 
■■  consistently  hilarious 
■ practitioner  of  local 

government,  there  has 
emerged  a new  star  torn.  He 
is  Irwin  Van  CoOe.  chair- 
man of  Brent  Council’s 
housing  and  social  services 
committee.  The  councillor 
has  long  enjoyed  a local  rep- 
utation for  dryness  on  mat- 
ters of  social  policy  (he  is 
known  to  his  Labour  oppo- 
site as  “the  chairman  from 
hell”),  and  this  he  has  now 

confirmed  In  sparkling  fash, 
ion.  Mr  Van  Colie  has  con- 
ceived a circumstance  by 
which  Brent's  homeless 
might  be  helped  (and  save 
the  £5  million  the  council 
expects  to  pay  tills  year  to 
keep  them  in  B&Bs):  a cold 
snap  that  would  kill  some 
pensioners.  This,  he  says, 
would  free  some  council 
properties  for  homeless 
people  currently  in  cheap 
hotels.  It’s  inspired.  “The 
cold  weather  can  cause  some 
of  our  tenants  to  cease  to  be 
oar  tenants,”  he  said.  “It  is 
one  of  the  facts  of  life.”  In- 
deed, and  how  delicately 
put.  Although  he  forgoes  to 
explain  bow  the  right  cli- 
matic conditions  might  be 
created,  he  most  still  be  con- 
gratulated on  a master- 
stroke of  social  planning 
worthy  of  Brent  at  its  bril- 
liant best. 

AND  from  the  under- 
card ofthe  Brent  Vari- 
ety Show,  the  Tory 
budget  proposals  passed  two 
days  ago  on  the  mayor’s 
casting  vote  have  been  sent 
to  the  Diary.  I am  baffled  to 
note  that  £150.000  has  been 
set  aside  for  “public  incon- 
veniences”. We  await  an  ad- 
judication. on  whether  being  : 
frozen  to  death  qualifies  as  a 
public  inconvenience  or  a 
private  one. 

AN  enchanting  exam- 
ple ofa  vital  business 
principle — that  of 
the  need  to  diversify  to  sur- 
vive — comes  from  the  West- 
ern Morning  News.  A house- 
hold name  company  has 
made  a £1.8  billion  hostile 
takeover  bid,  it  reports,  for 
cateringfirm  BET.  If  suc- 
cessful, the  corporate  raider 
will  take  over  lucrative  con- 
tracts to  provide  meals  for 
hundreds  of  thousands  of 
children  all  over  England. 

We  wish  RentokH  success 
with  its  bid. 

I AM  concerned  that  my 
old  friend  Michael  How- 
ard may  be  suffering  an- 
other of  those  dreadful  colds . 
(the  ones  that  drive  his 
mother  Hilda  and  me  to  such 
despair),  for  his  sense  of  tim- 
ing Is  unwontedly  poor.  Even 
as  Mu  hammed  A1  Mas’ari’s 
appeal  against  deportation 
was  being  upheld,  the  new 
edition  ofthe  Big  Issue  ar- 
rived. its  entire  letters  page 
taken  up  by  a missive  in 
which  Michael  explains  why 
his  department’s  handling  of 
asylum  applications  is  fault- 
less. "Ido  not  accept  talk  ofa 
climate  of  disbelief  within 
the  Home  Office,”  he  writes. 
Wrap  up  warm,  plenty  ofliq- 
uids.  and  no  late  nights  read- 
ing the  elocution  manual. 
Michael,  lest  those  sniffles 
reach  your  chest 

Elsewhere  in  the  Big 

Issue  is  a celebrity 
questionnaire  with 
Judi  Dench-  To  the  question, 
“Which  living  person  do 
you  most  dislike?”,  she 
replies:  “Andrew  NeiL” 

This  Is  odd.  Has  she  not  read 
this  week's  Daily  Mail 
column  in  which  their  bril- 
liant writer  took  a sideways 
look— with  tongue  firmly  in 
cheek — at  European  con- 
doms. The  standardisation 
ofthe  size  was  delayed, 
Andrew  so  wryly  observed, 
“because  the  Italians  (not 
the  British)  had  complained 
that  the  proposed  Euro- 
minimum  was  — too  Mg.  So 
much  for  the  boasts  of  all 
these  Latin  lovers."  Funnily 
enough,  it  was  only  a few 
weeks  ago  that  Andrew  was . 
boasting  about  his  own 
penis  size  on  TV,  answering 
an  Inquiry  about  the  secret 
of  his  sexual  allure  with  the 
words:  “I  have  the  biggest 
organ  on  a Sunday.”  How 
anyone  can  fail  to  love  so 
uniquely  gifted  a self-paro- 
dist as  Andrew  is  quite  be- 
yond  me. 

THE  standardisation  of 
the  condom  has  now 
gone  through,  and  I am 
indebted  to  Agence  Europe, 
an  ultra-dry  daily  digest  of 
technical  Eurodata  pub- 
lished in  Brussels,  for  the 
folio  wing  clarification:  “Hi 
aur  article  ofFriday,  March 
i,  on  new  European  stan- 
dards for  condoms,  please 
-ead  width  as  between  44 
ind  S6  mm.  Products  using 
-his  voluntary  standard 
should  have  right  of  passage 
hipugfaout  Europe.” 
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Signs  point  right  for 
a new  Tory  guvnor 


the  front  line.  He  has  time  to 
read  in  Hong  Kong,  and  may 
have  more  of  it  as  ever-fewer 
of  the  residents  need  or  want 


to  know  him.  His  insights  Portillo.  One  could  even 
have  kept  up  with  the  party's  imagine  a kind  of  truce-in- 
rightward  drift.  He  has  scepticism  over  Europe,  if  the 
mused  on  the  desirability  of  single  currency  hasn't  hap- 


Commentary 


Hugo 

Young 


fill  friend  but  his  mentor,  unexcited  man,  with  talents 
some  might  say  his  superior,  the  Prime  Minister  has  in 
in  the  high  politics  of  modern  short  supply  around  him.  Pat- 
Conservatism.  ten  is  civilised,  educated. 

It  couldn't  happen  anyway,  large-minded  and  an  instino 
The  House  of  Commons  Die-  tive  rejecter  of  doctrinal  non- 
qualification Act  1975  trums  for  the  Conservative 
instances  enough  categories  Party’s  problems.  He  Is  there- 


lowering  state  spending  be- 
low 40  per  cent  of  GNP,  as 
well  as  on  the  problems  of  a 
European  single  currency, 
and  probably  casts  an  unbale- 
ful  eye  on  the  swiftness  with 
which  the  media  have  conse- 
quently re-assigned  him  to 
the  New  Right  For  an  arnbi- 
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Dire  straits  for 
a dragon 
with  two  heads 


sure,  erf  sub-40  per  cent  state 
spending  is  common  talk, 
though  vast  billions  divide 
the  Clarke  ideal  from  that  of 


pened.  the  IGC  has  stumbled 
into  nullity  and  the  whole 
project  begins  to  seem  com- 
promised by  disagreements 
that  encompass  Prime  Minis- 
ter Blair. 

In  those  circumstances, 
what  Major  obviously  wants 
to  happen  — which  is  the  sue- 


short  supply  around  him.  Pat-  becoming  acceptable  to  the 
ten  is  civilised,  educated,  ultras,  as  long  as  they  don't 


tious  man,  there’s  no  harm  in  cession  of  the  man  he  most 
becoming  acceptable  to  the  admires  in  politics  — would 


large-minded  and  an  instino  know  they've  got  you  wrong, 
tive  rejecter  of  doctrinal  nos-  The  fact  remains  that  ther 
trums  for  the  Conservative  will  never  be  a time  whei 


have  some  chance.  Patten  is 
untainted.  He's  been  excused 


The  fact  remains  that  there  the  burden  of  making  ene- 
wlll  never  be  a time  when  mles.  Assuming  a rough  con- 


msrances  enough  categories  Party  s problems.  He  Is  there-  Patten  speaks  for  a version  of  sens  us.  many  Conservative 
or  excluded  persons  to  ensure  fore  perfectly  disqualified  for  Conservatism  closer  to  MPs  might  find  much 


that  the  Governor’s  candi-  the  task  his  friend  would 
dacy  would  attract  the  inter-  appear  to  be  laying  on  him: 


N 


OT  long  ago,  a Con- 
servative constitu- 
ency association  had 


est  of  legions  of  m learned 
friends.  But  the  proposition 
was  born  alike  of  admiration 
and  despair.  So  is  Mr  Major's 
laying-on  of  hands  after  the 


an  idea  that  would  I last  visit  any  British  prime 


the  leadership  of  the  party, 
once  Major  himself  has  been 
chased  out  of  it  by  popular 
demand. 

There  might  be  little  prob- 
lem getting  Patten  into  Par- 


have  stretched  the  limits  of  I minister  will  pay  to  British  | liament.  The  by-election 


jobbery  even  in  the  18tfa  cen-  Hong  Kong, 
tury.  Its  officers  suggested  what  haj 
that  Chris  Patten  should  be  measure  of 
its  nominated  candidate  at  ence.  He  l 
the  next  election,  even  Major’s  bet 
though  he  could  not  person-  of  which  fli 
ally  be  present  at  the  contest  ings  in  the 


Hong  Kong.  route  has  felled  many  famous 

What  happened  there  is  a men  who  tried  to  take  it,  but 
measure  of  Mr  Patten’s  influ-  the  Governor  is  arguably  dif- 
ence. He  knew  how  to  tap  ferent  He  has  clean  hands 
Major’s  better  nature,  terrain  and  Impeccable  credentials. 


of  which  there  are  few  sight- 
ings in  these  difficult  times. 


because  of  an  obligation  to  Promising  travel  visas  to  two 
remain  in  his  office-  of-profit  million  Hong  Kong  passport- 
until  July  l,  1997.  This  was  a holders,  although  not  a dis in- 
serious  proposal,  solemnly  terested  act  given  the  reclpro- 
put'  forward.  The  campaign  cal  need  for  free  British 
would  be  conducted  by  the 


He’s  a professional  politician 
in  the  best  sense.  His  appar- 
ent thirst  for  office  would  be 
excused  by  his  incontestable  ; 
suitability  for  it 
The  charge  of  opportunism  , 


Michael  Portillo's  than  to 

Patten  has  dean 
hands,  and  his 
apparent  thirst  for 
office  would  be 
excused  by  his 
incontestable 
suitability  for  rt 

that  of  Kenneth  Clarke.  How- 
ever he  dresses  up  his  con- 


attraction  in  having  as  then- 
leader  a man  of  government 
whose  elevated  tone,  and  dis-  loohol 
simulating  talents,  harked  loaUcl  illilOn 

back  to  the  era  before  politics  

became  Irredeemably  B|N  two  weeks'  time,  the  21 
squalid.  ■million  people  of 

Right  now.  the  opposite  ■ will  choose  their  p 


IN  two  weeks'  time,  the  21  moral  right  to  independence, 
mdJJon  people  of  Taiwan  or.  in  the  shorter  term,  to 
will  choose  their  Dresidpnt  riplihprato  tho  nnHac  ***;tu*M«4- 


since  then.  Far  from  rushing 
to  embrace  the  post-Mao 
People's  Republic,  the  people 
of  Taiwan  appear  to  want  to 
build  a more  democratic  soci- 
ety at  home.  It's  a praise- 
worthy ambition,  but  one  that 
entirely  changes  the  challenge 
of  unification:  if  foe  people  of 
Taiwan  should  fiirtber  decide 
that  they  would  rather  not 
pursue  foe  option  of  unifica- 
tion, how  could  the  interna- 
tional community  deny  their 
moral  right  to  independence. 


pole  seems  the  more  plausi-  by  direct  election.  It  is  a first 
bly  magnetic  for  a party  in  for  Taiwan,  but  it  can  be  put 


defeat  If  the  Tories  lose  badly  in  other,  more  eye-catching  The  truth  is  that  China’s 
to  Labour,  they  will  be  driven  ways.  Congressman  Christo-  military  exercises  are  more  a 
hard  to  the  right,  as  they  al-  pher  Cox,  foe  chairman  ofthe  reflection  of  a state  of  ugly 

ways  have  been.  This  will  be  House  Republican  Party  Com-  confusion  and  weak  leader- 

a visceral  response,  perhaps  mittee.  likes  the  big  picture,  ship  in  Beijing  than  the  out- 

hoisted  to  the  level  of  reason  This  election  and  the  leg  is  la-  come  erf  a clear  policy.  China 

by  reminding  the  world  that  tive  elections  in  December  last  has  no  leader  and  only  a bank- 
the  same  thing  happened  year  are.  as  he  puts  it.  the  first  rupt  set  of  slogans  for  a ruling 
under  both  Ted  Heath  and  competitive,  free  and  lair  elec-  mission  The  only  thing  her 
Margaret  Thatcher,  and,  each  tions  in  more  than  4,000  years  vacillating  politicians  have 
time,  carried  them  back  to  of  Chinese  recorded  history.  found  to  fill  this  ideological 


will  choose  their  president  deliberate  the  matter  without 
direct  election.  It  is  a first  being  bullied  from  across  the 
Taiwan,  but  it  can  be  put  Taiwan  Straits? 
other,  more  eye-catching  The  truth  is  that  China’s 


put  forward.  The  campaign  cal  need  for  free  British  could  be  far  more  easily  struetive  prophecies,  and 
would  be  conducted  by  the  access  to  post-colonial  Hong  deflected  than  in  the  case,  sheds  foe  labels  erf  foe  past 
retiring  MP.  but  the  name  of  Kong,  wasn’t  something  the  say,  of  Norman  Lamont  If  the  any  straight-eyed  Tory  knows 
Patten  would  be  on  foe  ballot  Tory  backbenches  were  cry-  manoeuvre  was  being  con-  where  he  is  coming  from. 
Thus  would  this  sate  seat  be-  ing  out  for.  Offering  British  ducted  In  the  aftermath  of  a How  he  will  fare  when  July  1, 
stow  its  dowry,  in  absentia,  residence  to  7,000  Hong  Kong  Tory  victory.  Patten  would  1997.  is  over  depends  on  the 


time,  carried  them  back  to  of  Chinese  recorded  history, 
power.  Certainly  its  importance 

The  rightward  lurch  this  has  not  escaped  Beijing, 
time,  however,  is  likely  to  be  where  it  is  recognised  as  both 


Certainly  its  importance  vacuum  is  an  irredentist 
has  not  escaped  Beijing,  nationalism  that  plays  heavily 


on  foe  Governor  of  Hong  Indians  was  a gesture  the 


Kong. 

The  whiff  of  times  past  en- 
tailed in  such  an  arrange- 


, Home  Office  had  opposed  ter 
years  with  the  mulish  inha- 
! manity  for  which  it  is  world- 


sweep  Into  a senior  post,  add-  pathology  of  the  party  after 
ing  calibre  and  fettle  to  a Cab-  the  election:  an  unknowable 
inet  whose  unexpected  tri-  condition,  of  which  the  possi- 
mnph  had  added  no  trace  of  bjlities  range  between  poles 


1997.  is  over  depends  on  the  1 large  is  so  much  cruder. 


ment  is  less  interesting  than  famous.  Someone  had  to  fi-  either  commodity  to  the  ter  apart. 


the  fact  that  it  was  canvassed 


in  a place  whose  current  MP  1 Governor  Patten  did  so. 


Michael  Howard,  jaded  arrogance  we  see  before  Maybe  Conservatism  will 


time,  nowever,  is  wteiy  to  be  where  it  is  recognised  as  both  on  a sense  of  historic  grlev- 
difTerent.  The  zealotry  at  significant  and  highly  unde-  ance:  poor  rfrin*  abused  by 
large  is  so  much  cruder,  sirable.  And  if  that  response  is  19th-century  colonialism 
Depending  on  who  gets  back  a test  of  Beijing's  readiness  to  forced  to  defend  herself 
to  Parliament,  the  prospect  join  the  developed  world,  then  against  a still  hostile  world, 
looms  of  a blood-bath  over  so  far  it  has  foiled.  There  are  a number  trf  iro- 

Europe,  since  the  nullity  see-  The  announcement  this  nies  here.  The  first  is  that, 
nario  is  unlikely  to  happen,  week  that  on  Friday  the  however  grave  the  abuses  of 
Gangs  of  young  fanatics  will  People’s  Republic  will  launch  western  rriinniattem  they  nale 


is  exceptionally  close  to  John 
Major.  While  not  being  a 


But  his  influence  Is  wider. 
For  Major,  Hong  Kong  has 


Defeat  however,  would  be  round  a new  consensus.  The 
another  matter.  Patten  has  politics,  and  some  of  foe  sub- 


already  have  begun  to  settle  be  out  for  revenge  on  Major's  a week  of  missile  tests  at  foe 


There  are  a number  of  iro- 
nies here.  The  first  is  that 
however  grave  the  abuses  of 
western  colonialism,  they  pale 
beside  foe  crimes  perpetrated 


Major  notion,  it  is  redolent  of  1 been  a telephonic  haven,  a not  been  idle  in  preparing  to  stance,  of  lower  welfare  are 


Mr  Major’s  attachment  to  the 
man  who  is  not  only  his  foith- 


retreat  from  Cabinet  bas- 
tards. the  seat  of  a wise  and 


re-join  a Tory  Party  some- 
what changed  since  he  left 


now  widely  agreed.  The  tar- 
get if  not  the  precise  mea- 


pussy-footlng.  With  passion-  north  and  the  south  end  ofthe  against  the  Chinese  people  by 
ate  intensity  loosed  upon  the  Taiwan  Straits  is  an  ugly  ges-  their  own  government  in  this 
world,  who  would  bet  on  foe  ture  of  intimidation,  and  one  century,  no  government  has 
election  of  the  nrodieai  that  demands  a response.  been  responsible  for  as  many 

It  is  important  however,  to  deaths  within  its  own  borders 
be  clear  about  what  this  ges-  since  1949. 
ture  is.  There  is  consensus  The  second  is  that  China's 


election  of  the  prodigal 
philosopher? 


among  Western  military  ana-  own  colonialist  behaviour  in 
the  character  and  virtues  of  lysts  at  least  that  China  does  the  20fo  century  has  been  far 
the  prospective  monarch.  We  not  have  the  capability  to  more  abusive  than  the  evils  it 
want  two  things  which  are  not  launch  a successful  invasion  denounces  in  others.  Expan- 
the  same:  an  hereditary  mon-  of  Taiwan,  even  if  it  were  to  sionist  ambitions  have  trans- 
arch, and  a monarch  who  will  resolve  to  do  so.  But  it  can  la  ted  a series  of  pre-modern 
by  his  qualities  erf  mind  and  hardly  be  much  comfort  to  foe  tributary  relationships  into 


character,  symbolise  some- 
thing about  the  unity  and  the 
values  of  the  nation. 

The  point  about  hereditary 


residents  of  Taipei  to  recall 
that  only  last  month  China's 
Long  March  rocket,  which 


conventional  territorial 
claims.  The  havoc  wreaked  on 
the  culture  and  rights  of  the 


was  trying  to  launch  a sate!-  peoples  of  Inner  Mongolia. 


monarchy  is  that  you  have  to  lite,  crashed  shortly  after  Xinjiang  and  Tibet  are  testa- 
put  up  with  wbat  the  acci-  launch,  or  that  the  last  time  ment  to  this. 

dents  of  birth  produce.  It  is  China  conducted  missile  tests  

quite  another  question  as  to  off  Taiwan's  shores  many  of  ^HRHE  limits  of  China's 


whether  the  prospective  mon-  the  missiles  landed  as  much 
arch  has  the  virtues  necessary  as  200  miles  off  target.  Given 


to  symbolise  something  im- 
portant about  foe  life  and  val- 
ues of  foe  national  commu- 
nity. No  hereditary  system 1 


off  Taiwan's  shores  many  of  ^BBHE  limits  of  China's 
the  missiles  landed  as  much  ■ willingness  to  adapt  to 

as  200  miles  off  target.  Given  I Western  political  models 

that  record,  it  is  reckless  to  are  set  by  her  own  desire  ter 


practise  within  50  miles  of  the  self-aggrandisement.  It  is 


Taiwanese  coast. 

Perhaps  the  week  will  pass 


can  guarantee  that  the  latter  with  no  more  serious  damage 


will  be  foe  case. 

The  debate  about  the  sup- 


than  ruffled  feathers  in  Tai- 
pei But  it’s  an  ugly’  moment. 


posed  virtues  or  otherwise  trf  nevertheless,  for  what  it 
the  Prince  of  Wales  is  only  reveals  of  the  underlying  atti- 


relevant  if  we  believe  that  foe 
monarch  should  be  a symbol 
trf  national  unity.  So.  for  ex 
ample,  Ron  Davies's  com- 


tudes  in  Beijing. 


happy  to  claim  the  privileges 
cf  a modem  multinational 
state  but  not  to  respect  foe 
right  of  foe  Taiwanese  to 
democracy  and  self- 
determination. 

The  challenge  of  China's 
military  exercises  to  foe  US, 


It  is  the  official  policy  of  as  well  as  to  China's  regional 


both  countries  that  Taiwan  is  neighbours,  should  not  be 

— part  of  China  The  dispute  in  underestimated.  Taiwan  was 

plaints  about  foe  Prince's  pre-  the  past  50  years  has  not  been  in  large  part  a creation  of  the 
dilection  for  hunting  and  about  Taiwan's  separation  US:  it  would  not  have  sur- 
other  field  sports  is  only  rele-  from  foe  Great  Motherland,  vived  this  ter  without  US  sup- 
vant  if  we  think  that  as  well  but  about  which  is  the  legiti-  port  and  is  now  America’s 


as  being  an  hereditary  mon 
arch,  foe  ftiture  King  Charles 
should  represent  the  nation  as 


vived  this  far  without  US  sup- 
port and  is  now  America’s 


mate  government  of  a re-  seventb-largest  trading  part- 
united  China.  Given  the  dis-  ner.  Taiwan  has  cultivated 


ILLUGTWnON:  PETER  CLARKE 


should  represent  the  nation  as  parity  in  forces,  it  made  many  friends  in  the  US  Con- 
a whole  — a substantial  num-  perfect  sense  for  Western  gov-  grass  to  whom  it  can  now  say, 
her  of  whose  citizens  believe  emmerrts  to  transfer  recogni-  with  some  justice,  that  it  is  a 
that  these  activities  are  tion  from  Taipei  to  Beijing,  as  democratic  nation.  The  US  is 
wrong.  the  US  did  in  the  seventies.  It  obliged  to  take  account  and 

was  a bit  of  political  realism  the  sooner  this  is  made  clear 
MHRESE  are.  how-  that  involved  accepting  foe  to  Beijing  foe  better  — prefer - 
two  separate  view  of  both  Chinese  capitals  ably  before  a defective  missile 
MB  issues,  and  there  that  there  was  only  one  China,  changes  a confrontation  into  a 


Tis  absolutely  no 
guarantee  that  foe 
hereditary  princi- 
ple will  produce  a monarch 
who  is  capable  of  symbolising 
foe  nation  and  its  values. 

If  we  want  a head  of  state 
who  can  symbolise  the  whole 
nation,  or  at  least  a majority 
in  it,  then  this  is  probably  a 
stronger  argument  in  tevour 
of  an  elected  head  of  state  than 
an  hereditary  one.  It  is  only 
because  of  accident  that  the 
present  Queen  is  able  to  do 
this,  as  well  as  being  an 
hereditary  monarch,  that  we 
think  that  both  the  hereditary 
principle  and  the  symbolic 
one  are  the  same.  But  they  are 
distinct  and  may  not  be  easily 
united  in  the  person  of  a 
future  monarch.  Indeed,  look- 
ing at  the  history  erf  the  mon- 
archy, there  have  been  cases 
when  the  two  features  have 

UN  UAVlbS'S  | mining  tne  position  ca  tne  | out  in  toe  open  now  ramer  i snouiu  ue  couipieiea  uy  a iw-  i been  split  apart  — surely 

remarks  about  monarchy.  It  is  surely  better  I than  in  a defensive  way  in  the  I ther  reform  of  the  Lords  to  George  IV  would  be  a good 

the  Prince  of  for  Labour  and  the  Liberal  heat  (but  perhaps  not  the  turn  it  into  an  elected  second  example. 


But  things  have  moved  on  1 full-blown  crisis. 


Royal  flush-out 

Raymond  Plant  argues  that  a calm  debate  on  the  monarchy’s 
future  must  be  held  now,  not  in  the  heat  of  an  election  campaign 

ON  DAVIES’S  [ eluding  the  position  of  the  j out  in  the  open  now  rather  I should  be  completed  by  a fur- 


Wales  have  mad-  Democrats  to  set  out  dearly  light)  of  a general  election 

vertently  precip-  what  implications,  if  any,  they  campaign. 

itated  a debate  see  their  proposals  as  having  I believe  there  is  a perfectly 


chamber.  I fully  sympathise 
with  this  approach,  which  was 
central  to  the  work  of  the 


about  foe  ftiture  cf  foe  monar-  for  the  nature  of  foe  monar-  defensible  case  to  be  made  for  Labour  Party  commission, 

chy  which  party  leaders  may  chy  rather  than  responding  to  constitutional  hereditary  which  I chaired,  on  electoral  its  political  and  symbolic 

not  have  wanted,  but  never-  a set  cf  issues  designed  by  the  monarchy  in  the  context  of  a systems  and  which  argued  in  forms.  The  monarch  would 

theless  has  been  brewing  ter  a Conservatives  to  put  than  on  radical  constitutional  agenda,  favour  of  an  elected  second  have  to  abstain  from  political 

long  time.  It  now  seems  to.-  the  defensive.  Reformers  and  this  case  needs  to  be  made  chamber  based  on  regional  or  near-political  activities  and 

likely  that  this  particular  should  be  more  confident  and  by  those  who  want  to  stop  elections  by  PR  "~i~  * r"“ 

genie  can  be  put  back  in  foe  upfront  at  foe  next  election  — short  of  republicanism.  Of  The  principle  that  power 


A genuine  hereditary  mon- 
archy would,  in  the  modern 
world.  Imply  a rather  limited 
role  for  the  monarchy  in  both 
its  political  and  symbolic 


“If  there’s  anyone 
% in  this  country 
gg|t  knows  more 
than  me 
i®  H&1.  Edgar 
i»  Hoover.” 

M - RICHARD  NIXON  , 


elections  by  PR 


or  near-political  activities  and 
retreat  Car  more  into  a purely 


The  principle  that  power  formal  role  as  head  erf  state 


There  is  absolutely 
no  guarantee  that  a 


only  by  elective  consent  could, 
erf  course,  lead  to  republi- 
canism. but  there  is  an  alter- 
native view  which  is  perfectly 


principle  — for  which  there  is 
something  to  be  said  as  pro- 
ducing a head  of  state  who  is 
above  politics  — cannot  en- 


plausible  and  which  I suspect  sure  that  tt  will  produce  a 
would  command  quite  wide  monarch  who  has  the  quali- 


bottie,  and  I think  that  to  as  they  should  have  been  at  course,  there  Is  a principled  should  ultimately  be  exercised  Just  because  the  hereditary 

attempt  to  do  so  would  be  foe  last  one  — about  their  case  to  be  made  for . republi-  only  by  elective  consent  could,  principle  for  which  there  is 

absurd.  proposals  and  their  ixoplica-  nanism  as  part  erf  this  agenda,  of  course,  lead  to  republi-  something  to  be  said  as  pro- 

First  of  all  people  are  talk-  tions,  rather  than  responding  canism.  but  there  is  an  alter-  during  a head  of  state  who  is 

ing  about  this  in  foe  light  of  to  an  agenda  trf  questions  set  native  view  which  is  perfectly 

ah  that  has  gone  on  in  the  by  their  opponents.  There  is  absolutely  plausible  and  which  I suspect 

royal  family  in  foe  past  few  The  reform  proposals  raise  3 would  command  quite  wide 

years  and  since  foe  announce-  questions  about  the  monarchy  ftO  aUcUcllTtee  that  a 355311  which  would  pre- 

ment  of  foe  divorce  between  in  two  respects  that  are  inter-  y serve  an  hereditary  but 

the  Prince  and  Princess  of  linked.  First,  Tony  Blair's  hereditary  monarch  wholly  constitutional  monar- 

WaJes.  I think  it  would  do  recently  announced  intention  3 _ chy.  This  would,  however,  en- 

great  harm  to  foe  already  bat-  to  remove  the  voting  rigits  of  will  SVITlboliSe  the  tail  removing  from  the  monar- 

tered  reputation  of  politicians  hereditary  peers  in  the  House  3 . chy  its  residual  political 

to  try  to  stifle  a debate  which  cfLordsisboundtobeseenby  nation  and  its  Values  P°wer-  this  yiew*  “ 
is  likely  to  go  on  whether  they  opponents  as  a broader  attack  • hereditary  monarchy  would 

like  it  or  not  on  the  principle  of  hereditary  still  be  defensible  in  the  con- 


assent  and  which  would  pre- 
serve an  hereditary  but 


ties  to  be  more  than  this. 
Because  the  hereditary 


wholly  constitutional  monar-  principle  enshrines  the  acci- 
cfay.  This  would,  however,  en-  dental  and  foe  unpredictable, 
tail  removing  from  the  monar-  it  would  seem  to  be  reasonable 
chy  its  residual  political  that  the  corollary  of  accepting 
power.  In  this  view,  an  the  hereditary  principle 
hereditary  monarchy  would  would  be  a monarchy  with 
stm  be  defensible  in  the  con-  much  more  limited  political 


NOMINATED  FOR 

4 ACADEMY  AWARDS 

BEST  ACTOB  - BEST  SUPPORTING  ACTRESS 
BEST  MUSIC  ■ BEST  SCREENPLAY 


- gecond.  ft  seems  clear  to  me  power  and  status,  including  and  indeed  it  has  been  made  text  erf  a more  democratic  con-  and  symbolic  power  in  soci- 
foat  foe  constitutional  reform  that  cf  the  monarchy.  Second,  over  the  years  by  Tony  Bonn  stitution  because  the  monar-  ety.  We  could  then  get  away 


proposals  of  Labour  and  the 
Liberal  Democrats  are  going 


ideas  about,  making  more  ac-  and  others. 

countable  the  powers  of  file  The  basic  assumption  of  foe 


chy  would  not  have  political 
power  and  thus  could  be  ex- 


to  raise  questions  about  foe  royal  prerogative  exercised  in  Berm  case  is  that  political  empted  from  the  claim  that 


from  an  embarrassing  and 
sterile  debate  about  the  per- 
sonal qualities  of  the  Prince  of 


monarchy  which  cannot  be  the  cf  file  Crown  by  foe  power  should  rest  upon  con-  political  power  should  only  be  Wales  mid  into  a much  more 

stifled  and  are  best  faced  Prime  Minister  can  quite  eas-  sent  and  that  the  elective  prin-  exercised  with  consent  I productive  and  imnortant  de- 
cahnly  and  openly.  The  Prime  ily  be  misrepresented  as  an  riple  is  basic  to  securing  such  If  this  is  so,  however,  we 
Minister  and  the  Conservative  attack  on  the  monarchy  itself,  consent  to  the  exercise  of  have  to  be  clear  about  the 
Party  chairman  had  already  These  questions  will  not  go  power.  There  is  a great  deal  to  nature  of  heredity.  At  the  i ujive,  « 
made  it  clear  that  they  would  away  just  because  it  may  not'  be  said  for  this  approach,  and  moment,  the  debate  about  the  virtues, 
attack  these  reform  proposals  be  politically  convenient  to  this  is  why  those  who  take  sucession  mixes  up  two  1 
because  they  would,  as  they  address  them  in  the  view  of  this  view  see  Blair’s  approach  things:  claims  about  the 
see  it  undermine  foe  existing  party  managers,  and  it  would  to  Lords  reform  as  only  an  legitimacy  of  the  hereditary 
(vmaKtntinnal  settlement  in-  be  better  to  have  that  debate  interim  measure  which  principle,  and  claims  about  I Lords 


productive  and  important  de- 
bate about  wbat  sort  of  role  an 
hereditary  head  of  state  might 
have,  whatever  his  personal 


constitutional  settlement  in- 1 be  better  to  have  that  debate 


Lord  Plant  oi  Hlghfield  Is  a 

legitimacy  of  the  hereditary  I Labour  member  of  the  House  of 
principle,  and  claims  about  I Lords 
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the  Guardian  Thursday  March  7 1996 


Lord  Jay  of  Battersea 


Practically, 
a socialist 


OUGLAS  Jay.  who 
.has  died  aged  88, 
was  an  outstand- 
ing exponent  of 
British  demo- 
cratic socialism.  For  more 
than  50  years,  as  theorist  and 
as  governmental  practitioner, 
he  played  a leading  role  in 
giving  the  Labour  Party  a 
credible  economic  pro 
gramme  in  place  of  utopian 
idealism. 

He  was  born  into  a middle- 
class  family  — his  Gather  was 
a Conservative  member  erf  the 
London  County  Council  — 
and  he  was  educated  at  Win- 
chester, where  his  contempo- 
raries included  Hugh  Galt- 
skell,  the  future  Labour 
leader,  and  Richard  Cross- 
man, the  future  Labour  cabi- 
net minister,  and  then  at  New 
College,  Oxford.  He  went  into 
finanriai  journalism,  first  for 
the  Times,  then  the  Econo- 
mist and  in  1937  became  city 
editor  of  the  Labour-support- 
ing Daily  Herald.  A sense  of 
the  need  for  a democratic  res- 
ponse to  the  economic  and  in- 
ternational crises  of  the  thir- 
ties impelled  him  into  the 
Labour  Party. 

With  contemporaries  like 
Gaitskell,  Evan  Durbin  and 
James  Meade,  be  was  a key 
member  of  the  group  of  young 
socialist  economists  assem- 
bled by  Hugh  Dalton.  He  was 
also  prominent  in  Nicholas 
Davenport's  XYZ  economic 
seminars.  Jay's  impressive 
book,  The  Socialist  Case 
(19371  was  perhaps  the  best 
exposition  of  the  need  for 
British  socialism  to  harness 
economic  planning;  Although 
it  is  often  said  to  have  been 
influenced  by  Maynard 
Keynes,  Jay  himself  pointed 
out  that  his  ideas  on 
“effective  demand  manage- 
ment” were  worked  out  in  toe 
winter  of  1935-6,  before  May- 
nard Keynes's  General 
Theory  Of  Interest  Employ- 
ment And  Money  had  ap- 
peared. Although  later  de- 
rided for  including  the 
ominous  phrase,  “the  gentle- 
man from  Whitehall  knows 
best.”  it  is  in  fact  a humane 
and  persuasive  statement  of 
toe  case  for  planning.  As  Jay 
characteristically  wrote. 
“The  case  for  socialism  is 
mainly  economic  and  it  rests 
on  fact" 

When  war  came.  Jay 
worked  in  the  Ministry  of 
Supply  with  another  close 
Oxford  friend,  Oliver  Pranks. 
Then  in  1943  Hugh  Dalton 
asked  him  to  act  as  his  per- 
sonal assistant  at  toe  Board  of 
Trade.  Here  Jay  became  a 
most  influential  civil  servant 
in  regenerating  Industry  and 
relocating  plant  in  areas  of 
high  unemployment  such  as 
South  Wales  and  Tyneside. 
He  became  a prophet  of 
regional  development  Years 
later,  he  would  delight  in 
reciting  toe  names  of  obscure 
Welsh,  Cumbrian  or  Scottish 
mining  villages  he  had  visited 
during  the  war.  With 
Labour's  election  victory  in 
1915,  he  became  economic  ad- 
viser to  the  new  prime  minis- 


ter, Clement  Attlee.  On  mat- 
ters ranging  from  manpower 
budgeting  to  housing  policy, 
he  was  a cogent  influence;  he 
forecast  toe  manpower  prob- 
lems of  toe  mining  industry 
which  led  to  toe  1947  fuel  cri- 
sis. Jay  became  personally  de- 
voted to  toe  prime  minister; 
he  was  to  give  a moving  Att- 
lee memorial  lecture  40  years 
later.  In  1946  he  was  elected  to 
Parliament  in  a by-election  in 
North  Battersea,  and  repre- 
sented the  area  for  the  next  37 
years. 

hi  1947.  he  became  Eco- 
nomic Secretary  to  toe  Trea- 
sury under  Sir  Stafford 
Cripps,  serving  on  the  cabinet 
economic  committee,  and  in 
1950  he  became  Financial  Sec- 
retary. Along  with  Gaitskell, 
Jay  was  a crucial  influence  in 
pushing  toe  government  to 
devalue  toe  pound  in  1949. 
The  episode  confirmed  in  him 
an  abiding  distrust  of  another 
colleague,  the  ambitious  Har- 
old Wilson.  When  Labour  fell 
from  office  in  1951,  Jay  was  a 
prominent  Gaitskellite  and  a 
critic  of  Aneurin  Be  van, 
whose  rhetorical  style  helped 
confirm  in  Jay  an  amused 


The  break  with 
Wilson  was  . 
completed  by 
Jay’s  vehement 
opposition  to 
EC  membership 


Birthdays 


William  Boyd,  author.  44; 
Cedric  Brown,  former  chief 
executive,  British  Gas,  61; 
Malcolm  Chisholm,  Labour 
MP.  47;  Bret  Easton  Ellis, 
novelist,  32;  Michael  Fin- 
nissy.  composer  and  pianist, 
50;  Nicholas  Kraemer,  con- 
ductor, 51;  Ivan  Lendl,  tennis 
player.  36;  Michael  Oliver, 
racehorse  trainer,  46;  Sir 
Eduardo  Paolozzi,  sculptor, 
72;  Dame  Beryl  Paston 
Brown,  former  principal,  Ho- 
merton  College,  Cambridge, 
87;  Prof  Lord  (David)  Phil- 
lips, molecular  biophysicist 
72;  Vzv  Richards,  cricketer, 
44;  Lord  Snowdon,  photogra- 
pher, 66;  Eleanor  Summer- 
field,  actress,  75;  Dame  Mar- 
garet Weston,  engineer, 
former  director,  toe  Science 
Museum.  70. 


suspicion  of  the  emotional  ex- 
cesses of  toe  Welsh.  He  even 
proposed,  in  1959,  that  toe 
very  name  Labour  Party 
might  be  abandoned,  al- 
though he  thought  Gaitskell’s 
abortive  attempt  -to  remove 
Clause  IV  from  the  Labour 
Party  constitution  unwise. 

However,  he  remained  a 
major  figure  in  the  party, 
leader  writer  for  toe  Daily 
Herald  (in  partnership  with 
Michael  Foot),  a strong  oppo- 
nent of  Eden's  Suez  venture 
and,  as  another  book.  Social- 
ism In  The  New  Society  (1962) 
showed,  an  important  influ- 
ence on  Labour  policies  for 
economic  expansion  and 
redistribution.  In  1964  Wilson 
appointed  him  to  toe  cabinet 
as  President  of  toe  Board  of 
Trade.  But  despite  his  suc- 
cess in  promoting  exports  and 
reviving  regional  develop- 
ment toe  Wilson  period  was  a 
less  happy  one  for  Jay.  There 
were  disputes  over  toe  import 
surcharge,  which  he  opposed, 
possible  devaluation  in  1966 
— which  he  resisted  — and 
George  Brown's  Economic 
Plan,  about  which  he  was 
sceptical. 

The  break  with  the  leader- 
ship was  completed  by  Jay’s 
vehement  even  violent  oppo- 
sition to  Britain's  application 
fix:  membership  of  toe  Enro- 
Economic  Community, 
dismissed  him  from 


Mike  Wooller 


the  government  on  this  issue 
in  1967,  but  Jay  continued 
passionately  to  campaign 
against  a policy  which  he  be- 
lieved to  be  economically 
ruinous  as  well  as  an  abject 
surrender  of  British  sover- 
eignty and  independence.  A 
Penguin  book  in  1968,  After 
The  Common  Market  made 
toe  emotional  depths  of  his 
opposition  to  “Europe"  clear. 
He  fought  against  British 
membership  in  toe  referen- 
dum in  1975.  aligned  with 
such  unlikely  partners  as 
Tony  Be  on  and  Arthur  Scar- 
gill.  He  remained  an  active 
backbencher,  speaking  fre- 
quently on  economic  and  en- 
vironmental matters. 

He  wrote  a fascinating  vol- 
ume of  memoirs.  Change  And 
Fortune  (1980).  and  a thought- 
ful work,  Sterling  (1985), 
which  showed  his  deep  his- 
torical sense.  Through  some 
mischance,  he  foiled  to  be- 
come a peer  in  1983  when  he 
left  toe  Commons,  but  in  1987 
became  Lord  Jay  of  Battersea. 
He  relished  toe  opportunity  of 
using  toe  Lords  to  assault  toe 
Thatcher  government  whose 
policies  he  believed  to  be  un- 
remittingly disastrous. 

He  married  twice,  toe  first 
time  to  Peggy  Garnett  a lead- 
ing member  of  the  LCC,  toe 
second  time  to  his  former  sec- 
retary. Mary  Thomas,  whom 
he  married  in  1972.  His  four 
children  included  Peter  Jay. 
the  financial  journalist  and 
later  ambassador  to  Washing- 
ton, who  married  the  daugh- 
ter of  a Cabinet  colleague. 
James  Hallaghaw 

Douglas  Jay  was  a striking 

and  t-harmiwg  pirwnality  An 

athletic  man  of  great  height 
with  clipped  military  tones, 
he  could  seem  a shade  forbid- 
ding on  first  acquaintance. 
But  in  fact  he  was  friendly 
and  unagBiimtng,  and  a splen- 
did host  at  his  Oxfordshire 
home  in  Minster  LovelL  He 
won  a devoted  following  in 
Battersea,  not  least  for  his 
successful  campaign  in  the 
sixties  to  ward  off  a threat- 
ened “ringway"  there. 

A very  English  English- 
man, with  his  passion  for 
Shakespeare.  Housman,  All 
Souls  and  cricket  — he 
recalled  that  a near  contem- 
porary at  Winchester  was  the 
England  cricket  captain. 
Douglas  Jardine — he  was  hu- 
morously wry  on  toe  Celtic 
temperament 

His  reasoned  opposition  to 
the  Common  Market  was 
reinforced  by  a dislike  of  con- 
tinental Europe,  its  customs 
and  cuisine,  and  a strong 
sense  of  toe  uniqueness  of 
English  history.  He  always 
took  family  holidays  in  Corn- 
wall and  enjoyed  them  im- 
mensely. however  wet 

But  he  was  also  a major  in- 
tellectual force  in  toe  making 
of  modern  British  socialism. 
He  fused  Keynesian-type 
planning  with  socialist  values 
as  perhaps  only  Crosland 
otherwise  succeeded  in  doing. 
He  remained  convinced  of  toe 
irrefutable  logic  of  toe  social- 
ist case,  and  somewhat  de- 


A very  English  Englishman. . .Jay  disliked  Europe,  its  enstoms  and  cuisine  jane  bown 


spised  Social  Democratic 
Party  defectors  from  Labour. 
During  the  war  and  under  toe 
Attlee  government  he  was  a 
major  agent  of  practical 
socialism.  The  foil  employ- 
ment and  regional  develop- 
ment policy  after  1945  Is  in 
some  measure  his  personal 
legacy. 

He  spanned  Labour's  era  of 
greatness  between  toe  1930s 
and  the  1960s.  Despite  his  dis- 
appointments over  Europe, 
he  had  a happy,  creative  and 
fulfilling  life,  not  least  be- 
cause he  was  enabled,  as  he 
wanted,  “to  live,  love,  garden 
and  die,  deep  in  toe  English 
country.” 


Karanth  O Morgan 


Lord  Graham  of  Edmonton 
writes:  Austere,  even  severe 
of  manner,  Douglas  Jay  stand- 
ing well  over  six  feet  was  a 
striking  speaker,  invariably 
holding  his  audience  with  his 
elegant  phrases  and  well  ar- 
gued case.  His  crumpled  suits 
and  lack  of  dress  sense  earned 
him  a reputation  as  a refugee 
from  an  Oxfam  shop,  but  his 
twinkling  eye  and  warmth 
more  than  made  up  for  sarto- 
rial blemishes. 

If  socialism  had  a Hamp- 
stead clique,  Douglas  was  a 
paid  up  member.  Yet  as  his 
time  in  office  showed,  be  had 
a pragmatic  and  practical 
bent  And  his  friend  Alf,  now 
Lord  Dubs  of  Battersea,  told 
me  that  even  at  toe  height  of 


his  ministerial  duties  he  in- 
variably attended  Battersea 
Labour  Party’s  general  man- 
agement committee,  and 
treated  it  as  he  did  a cabinet 
meeting 

Out  erf  toe  Commons  he  was 
active  in  toe  battle  to  save  toe 
Greater  London  Council  in 
toe  mid-eighties.  His  House  of 
Lords  interventions  always 
lifted  toe  spirits  of  his  Labour 
colleagues  — and  the  Maas- 
tricht Treaty  debates  gave 
him  full  opportunity  to  dis- 
play his  skills.  He  took  it  with 
relish. 


Lead  role  from  the  birth  of  ITV 


IT  WAS  as  a cameraman 
that  Mike  Wooller,  who  has 
died  aged  68.  joined  Sidney 
Bernstein's  Granada  Televi- 
sion from  the  BBC  shortly  be- 
fore toe  company  first  went 
on  toe  air  in  1956.  Soon  he 
was  a director,  on  toe  ground- 
breaking, tabloid-style 
Searchlight  series,  produced 
by  toe  Australian  Tim  Hewat 
and  on  World  In  Action. 
Wooller’s  career  was  to  span 
toe  history  of  British  com- 
mercial television. 

By  1968  he  was  on  the  board 
erf  toe  newly-formed  Granada 
Television  International,  but 
since  business  and  admin- 


stration  held  small  fascina- 
tion for  him  be  moved  back  to 
the  BBC  he  had  first  joined  tn 
1953.  There  from  1969  to  1974 
he  ran  the  arts  programme 
Omnibus  and  then  became 
acting  assistant  head  of  music 
and  arts.  At  Thames  Televi- 
sion be  was  executive  pro- 
ducer of  the  1979  Hollywood 
history  series.  He  was,  from 
1981,  Goldcrest  Television's 
managing  director  when  it 
was  a leading  independent 
producer,  and  where  his  work 
took  in  Hie  Far  Pavilions 
drama  serial.  When  Gold- 
crest  faltered  in  production 
Wooller  returned  to  Granada  . 


and  helped  supervise  Paper 
Mask  and  two  other  features 
for  cinema  release. 

Born  in  Lancashire,  Wooller 
was  a Royal  Air  Force 
national  serviceman  In  Pales- 
tine before  a spell  in  forces 
broadcasting,  and  his  initial 
BBC  traineeship.  His  subse- 
quent work  was  never  flam- 
boyant — nor  was  his  person- 
ality — but  he  had  large 
talents,  among  them  the  en- 
couragement of  young  direc- 
tors and  producers.  Brisk, 
cheerful  and  decisive,  he 
moved  on  when  he  was  bored 
and  so  was  rarely  bored  for 
long.  He  made  friends 


throughout  television.  He  was 
a British  Academy  of  Film 
and  Television  Arts  board 
member,  chaired  it  from  1979 
to  1961,  and  with  Michael  Dar- 
low  won  a Bafta  award  in  1968 
for  Cities  At  War.  He  had  a 
range  of  interests  to  match  his 
programme  making,  of  which 
the  principal  ones  were  paint- 
ing and  music.  He  married 
Joyce  Reynolds  in  1953. 


Barry  Heads 


Michael  Herford  Wooller,  televi- 
sion and  film  producer  and  direc- 
tor, bom  January  17,  1927,  died 
February  20, 1996 


Douglas  Patrick  Thomas  Jay, 
Lord  Jay  of  Battersea, 
politician,  born  March  23, 1907; 
died  March  6,1996 


Letter 


David  Bowman 


Fast  track 
with  Rabbie 


DUNDEE  has  produced 
some  outstanding 
British  radicals,  and 
for  much  of  toe  post- 
war period  it  also  seemed  that 
the  city  contained  one  of  the 
strongest  and  most  influential 
Communist  Party  groupings 
anywhere  in  Britain  — not 
forgetting  Clydeside  or  even 
South  Wales;  And  for  most  erf 
the  three  decades  after  1945  it 
was  David  Bowman,  who  has 
died  aged  82,  who  was  the  fo- 
cal point  of  the  party's 
Influence. 

Bowman  was  finally  best 
known  as  president  of  the 
National  Union  erf  Railway- 
men  (now  the  RMT  union)  be- 
tween 1975  and  1977.  But  long 
before  that  he  was  for  better 
known  inside  the  labour 
movement  as  the  firebrand 
Communist  engine  driver 
from  Dundee.  From  1953  to 
1974  he  had  four  three-year 
spells  on  toe  NUR  executive 
at  a time  when  the  rail 
unions,  and  the  NUR  in  par- 
ticular, were  powerful  both 
within  and  outside  the  labour 
movement.  When  Bowman 
was  first  elected  to  the  execu- 
tive, British  Railways  had 
600,000  employees  of  whom 
more  than  400,000  were  NUR 
members. 

Bowman  would  almost  cer- 
tainly have  been  elected  NUR 
president  by  file  early  sixties 
but  for  his  Communist  Party 
membership;  the  rulebook 
stipulated  that  the  president 
had  to  be  a Labour  Party 
member,  attend  its  confer- 
ences as  an  official  delegate 
and  be  eligible  to  sit  on  toe 
Labour  Party  executive.  De- 
spite all  this.  Bowman  was 
only  narrowly  defeated  in  the 
1958  NUR  presidential  elec- 
tion. His  ability,  charisma 
and  fighting  spirit  were  all 
greatly  admired. 

Bowman  clashed  with  the 
CPGB  over  the  Soviet  inva- 
sion of  Czechoslovakia  — he 
wanted  a much  sterner  denun- 
ciation from  toe  British  party 
— and  he  left  It  in  1970.  Later 
he  joined  the  Labour  Party, 
and  was  tons  a member  when 
be  became  NUR  president,  al- 
though. in  a breach  of  normal 
practice,  he  never  sat  on 
Labour's  executive. 

As  its  president,  he  was  in- 
volved in  the  1975  pay  crisis 
which  had  followed  the  defeat 
of  toe  Heath,  government  mid 
the  return  of  Harold  Wilson's 
Labour  government  in  the 
previous  year.  The  NUR  put 
in  a pay  claim  for  about  30  per 
cent  in  the  wake  of  toe  min- 
ers’ pay  settlement  of  1974;  a 
strike  was  called  — and  Wil- 
son summoned  Bowman' and 
NUR  general  secretary  Sid- 
ney Weighell  to  Downing 
Street  fin*  drinks  and  sand- 
wiches. The  NUR  leaders 
called  off  the  strike  and 
settled  — for  around  30  per 
cent 

Bowman's  communism 
went  back  to  the  early  thir- 
ties. Postwar  he  lost  his  de- 
posit seven  times  as  Dundee 
East's  communist  parliamen- 
tary candidate.  It  should  have 
been  eight  but  in  1945  he 


Val  Wilmer  writes ; Bob  Thiele 
(obituary,  February  26)  recog- 
nised the  potential  of  the  poet 
Gil  Scott-Heron  who  was  just 
21  when  he  cut  Small  Talk  for 
Thiele’s  Flying  Dutchman 
label,  accompanied  by  two 
conga  drummers.  So  im- 
pressed was  the  producer 
with  one  track.  The  Revolu- 
tion Will  Not  Be  Televised, 
that  he  re-recorded  it  as  a 
single.  Throughout  1971,  this 
nagging  threat  to  blacks  who 
refused  to  stand  up  and  be 
counted  was  played  over  New 
York's  WUB  radio.  Other 
searing  collaborations  be- 
tween Scott-Heron  and  pia- 
nist Brian  Jackson  followed, 
establishing  the  poet 
Thiele  was  not  without  his 
persona]  vanity.  In  1971  when 
I interviewed  him  for  my 


book  As  Serious  As  Your  Life, 
a social  history  of  the  music 
of  John  Coltrane’s  era,  he 
spoke  frankly  about  his 
clashes  with  angry  black  art- 
ists during  that  period  of 
racial  polarisation.  He  was 
not  always  so  open.  A favour- 
ite story  in  toe  musicians' 
community  concerns  the  gold 
disc  awarded  to  Coltrane  for  a 
million-plus  sales  of  A Love 
Supreme.  Thiele  toe  producer 
was  inordinately  proud  of 
this,  as  he  was  cf  the  cover 
photograph  he  took,  and  dis- 
played the  disc  in  his  office. 
When  Coltrane  visited,  be 
took  it  down  and  hid  it  away 
— - until  the  day  the  saxophon- 
ist turned  up  unexpectedly. 
Confusion  ensued.  “Oh," 
stammered  Thiele,  “I  wanted 
this  to  be  a surprise.” 


refused  to  run  against  toe 
Labour  candidate,  the  late 
John  Strachey.  This  infuri- 
ated Dundee  West's  commu- 
nist candidate.  Krishna 
Menon.  toe  future  Indian  for 
eign  minister  in  Nehru's  gov- 
ernment Menon  never  for- 
gave Bowman. 

Politics  apart  Dave  Bow- 
man had  two  great  loves  — 
the  railways  and  Robert 
Bums.  He  came  from  a family 
of  engine  drivers  and  was 
ever-proud  of  a heritage  going 
back  to  his  grandfather.  In- 
deed one  of  the  Glasgow -Dun - 
dee-Aberdeen  services  be- 
came known  as  “toe  Bowman 
Train".  Two  of  Dave  Bow- 
man's proudest  boasts  were 
that  he  drove  the  wartime 
train  which  carried  Winston 
Churchill  to  Dundee  on  a 
special  mission  with  the  Pol- 
ish General  Sflcorski  and  that 
he  drove  toe  fastest  steam  lo- 
comotive in  the  world,  the 
Mallard,  in  its  prime.  As  for 
Rabbie  Bums,  I doubt  I met 
anyone  who  could  compare 
with  Dave  Bowman's  fluency 


Bowman ...  dream  of  unity 

with  Tam  O'  Shanter  as  he 
presided  over  the  haggis  with 
toe  same  imperiousness  that 
he  presided  over  the  NUR. 

In  his  two-year  presidency 
he  had  a serious  disappoint- 
ment. His  ambition  was  to  es- 
tablish a single  railway  union 
with  the  footplate  union 
Aslef,  but  too  much  union 
rivalry  lay  on  the  tracks,  and 
the  unions  remain  apart  to 
this  day. 

Bowman’s  remarkable,  ir- 
replaceable generation  of 
trade  unionists  and  tounder- 
ers.  people  whose  careers  en- 
compassed the  changes  of  the 
century,  is  rapidly  dying  out 
Dave  Bowman’s  wife  Eliza- 
beth died  five  years  ago.  He 
then  married  Barbara  Morris 
—famed  for  her  role  in  toe  TV 
series  Antiques  Road  Show  — 
who  was  a family  friend  over 
many  years. 


Geoffrey  Goodman 


David  Bowman,  trade  unionist 
bom  March  6.  1913;  died  March 
3, 1996 


Death  Notices 


GUTH,  Pmnay.  London.  TruOa  win  passed 
nw  peacefully  at  tome  on  March  3rd 
1996  aged  S3  yaa/s.  Fwtarai  Service  on 
Tueeday  I«h  March  at  Putney  Vale  Crema- 
torium at  3pm.  Enquiries  to  E-  Lamer  A 
Son  tah  aim  768  290 
RHDOtN,  Pet-  Beloved  wtle.  itottw.  grand- 
mother. comrade  and  Inend  passed  atoav 
on  Monday  4th  March  1996.  Samco  at  the 
Putney  Crematorium  200pm  Tuesday  T3h 
March.  No  ITowar*.  please  Donations  to 
Save  the  CNkfrm  or  Help  the  Aged 
BOSS.  tUa  Young,  on  March  2nd  1998.  at 
home.  EHzaoem  Keay  aged  76.  tetovod 
wile  of  Alaacur  and  dear  mother  « Mi- 
chael. Haraksh  and  Donald  Futcraf  service 
at  Ham  Saturday  90i  March  at  Uorttale 
Crematorium.  Townmead  Road.  Richmond. 
Surrey.  No  Bombs  please  Enquiries,  to 
Christopher  Wickenden  FS.  Tel  0181  579 
7176 

WtriMORE.  RuaaaS  ded  peacefully  a 
home  on  Sunday  3t3i96  alter  8 months 
battle  against  cancer  Funeral  at  S> 
Jamas’s  Church.  Sussev  Gardens.  London 
W2  on  Tuesday  12/3*96  a)  230pm  No  Dow- 
ers. Donations  later  to  Ids  tavoume  causes 

In  Memoriam 

LAWRENCE,  dearest  Pane,  your  tnenas  in 
Bra  theatre  and  family  remember  wtm 
affection  the  love  you  had  tor  them. 

Memorial  Services 

WILLIAMS.  A Service  ot  Thani'dgiving  tor 
the  We  ot  Dr  Joyce  Beverley  williams  MBE 
MB  JP  Me  Jewson)  wffl  tH?  held  a 12 
noon  on  Saturday  13th  April  1996  in  Si 
John's  Perish  Church.  Church  Row  Hsurp- 
•wad.  MH3  Enquiries . oiBt  1063. 
■To  place  your  announcement  telephone 
0171  811  9080 


Jackdaw 


Dance  stance 

CONSERVATIVE  dancing 
skills  are  honed  very  early  at 
Young  Conservative  dances, 
hunt  balls  and  bashes  where 
the  conga  is  as  ubiquitous  as 
Chris  de  Burgh  songs. 

Tory  dancers  like  to  join  in 
and  follow  well-established 
patterns  ofbehaviour,  hence 
their  uncontrollable  need  to 
start  flapping  their  arms  as  . 
soon  as  the  Birdie  Song  rears 
its  ugly  head.  Those  who 
show  any  form  of  individual- 
tty  are  ruthlessly  dealt  with, 
or  taken  aside  for  a brief  chat 

before  being  sent  back  to 
dance  the  party  line  the  Tory 
way.  But  if  it  all  gets  just  too 
much,  there  are  plenty  of  al- 


ternative dance  partners 
from  the  New  Left’s  movers 
and  shakers. 

Within  the  Tory  posse,  var- 
ious factions  manifest  them- 
selves by  breaking  away 
from  the  pack.  Rigidly  hud- 
dled together  and  proudly 
sticking  to  a familiar  edge  of 
the  dance  floor  with  their 
: backs  to  everyone,  toe  Euro- 
sceptics sway  rigidly  from 
side  to  side  in  an  isolationist 
huddle.  They  studiously 
ignore  the  more  flamboyant 
Europhile  dancers,  who 
cross  the  frontiers  of  move- 
ments with  puppy-like  eager- 
ness, but  no  real 
coordination. 

Europhiles  are  as  much 
despised  by  any  European 
dancers  present  as  the  Euro- 
sceptics. They  look  down 
their  long  European  noses  at 
the  game  attempts  at  Latin 
hip  sways,  dodgy  German 
knee-slapping  and  primitive 
forms  cf  samba  head- 
butting- ■ • 

The  Far  Left  are  easy  to 

spot  sitting  out  more  dances 

than  they  participate  in. 
while  arguing  (sorry,  discuss- 
ing) the  political  correctness 
of  the  song  and  any  accom- 


panying dance  moves.  Does  it 
denigrate  women,  children, 
toe  unemployed  or  small 
furry  animals  that  cannot 
voice  their  own  dissent  over 
being  sung  about?  Is  every- 
one fairly  represented?  Has 
everyone  had  their  say?  By 
toe  time  all  that’s  been  sorted 
out  they  have  to  move  on  tea 
motion  to  discuss  who  should 
be  empowered  by  buying  the 
next  round.  The  Far  Left,  of 
course,  would  never  dance  to 
the  Birdie  Song.  Its  too  de- 
meaning to  birds  and  any- 
way. you  can't  say  toe  word 
“bird",  people  might  think 
you  are  referring  to  a woman. 

Most  traditional  Labour 
.voters  shy  away  from  being 
movement  fascists,  so  conse- 
quently anything  goes — 
short  jerky  moves,  stomping 
on  toe  spot,  but  nothing  too 
steadily  on  the  beat  Beware 
of  commenting  on  this  lack  of 
coordination  as  any  form  of 
criticism  is  considered 
against  toe  people's  right  of 
self-expression. 

Those  who  dance  to  the 
tune  of  New  Labour  are 
harder  to  spot  In  fact  moves 
that  used  to  be  definitely  Tory 
— hip  swinging,  wide  arm 


movements,  hands  waving 
above  toe  head  and  so  on — 
have  become  homogenised. 
Now  toe  boundaries  are  hazy 
and  traditional  Labour  dan- 
cers are  haying  ahard  time 
distinguishing  the  sheep 
from  the  wolves. 

Tamsin  Kingsweil  puts  her 
dancing  shoes  on  in  the  first 
issue  of  the  new  “life  with 
style"  magazine,  Dempsters. 

Dead  meat 

WHEN  TWO  children  from 
toe  remote  village  ofMayi- 
bout  in  Gabon,  discovered  a 
dead  chimpanzee  lying  in  the 
undergrowth  near  their 
home  a few  weeks  ago,  they 
were  delighted.  Bush  meat  is 
a delicacy  throughout  toe 
rain  forests  of  central  Africa, 
and  chimps  are  particularly 
prized  for  their  size  and  scar- 
city. Villagers  helped  carry 
the  primate  back  to  Mayi- 
bout,  where  it  was  skinned, 
cooked  and  eaten.  There  the 
festivities  ended.  Withina 
week,  nearly  all  those  who 
had  prepared  the  an  imal  for 
the  pot  had  fallen  ill  with  a 
high  fever.  Some  began  bleed- 
ing from  the  eyes  and  mouth. 


By  last  week,  13  were  dead. 
Ebola  had  struck  again.  For 
toe  third  time  in  12  months, 
one  of  the  deadliest  diseases 
known  has  emerged  from  toe 
forests  of  Africa. 

Time  magazine  reports  on  the 

reappearance  of  the  Ebola  vi- 
rus. The  cause  of  the  disease  is 
unknown,  but  speculation  now 
centres  on  the possibility  that  it 
resides  in  small  forest-dwell- 
ing animals,  and  could  be  com- 
municated by  mosquitoes.  Vil- 
lagers in  Gabon  have  been 
warned  not  to  touch  dead 
animals. 

Car  trouble 

AFTER  YEARS  of  dreaming 
about  Coswortbs  I finally  ac- 
quired a perfect  example  at 
the  right  price  and  the  right 
insurance  premium.  I am  a 
petrolhead  in  every  sense  of 
the  word.  Since  I started  driv- 
ingl  have  owned,  in  chrono- 
logical order,  an  XR3,  Strada 
130  Abarth,  XR3i  convertible. 
Golf  GTi  8v.  XR4i,  Uno  Turbo, 
another  XR3i  convertible, 
Mazda  626 16v  Coupe  (!).  yet 
another  XR3i.  RS  Turbo,  As- 
tra GTE  8v.  Astra  GTE  l$v 
and  finally  a Cos  worth. 


For  the  last  eight  years  I've 
had  the  same  girlfriend  who's 
watched  me  spend  all  my 
dosh  and  lavish  all  my  atten- 
tions on  the  cars.  Now  she’s 
left  me,  the  Cossie  was  the 
final  straw.  I was  blind.  After 
four  months  of  owning  the 
Cossie  I sold  it  to  try  and  sal- 
vage our  relationship  but 
alas,  to  no  avail 
Now  I live  alone  and  drivea 
clapped  out  I.6-Iitre205  GTi. 
I’ve  learned  my  lesson  the 
hard  way  and  beg  you  not  to 
make  toe  same  mistake  I did. 
Treat  your  partner  better 


Speed . . . Max  power 


than  your  car  because  a car  is 
only  a lump  of  metal  with  no 
feelings  and  it  can’t  keep  you 
warm  in  bed  like  a beautiful 
woman  can. 

The  Star  Letter  to  the  laddish 
car  magazine  Max  Power,  a 
Loaded-with-wheels  insight 
into  the  world  cf  boy  racers, 
furry  dice  and  moonies. 

Gloves  off 

WHEN  I came  across  the 
article  by  Wilson  and  col- 
leagues entitled  "Subjective 
effects  of  double  gloves  on 
surgical  performance”  I had 
Just  tried  a double-glove  sys- 
tem myself  for  a thoractomy. 
I agree  with  the  researches 
conclusion  that  “double 
gloves  often  protect  the  sur- 
geon against  needle  perfora- 
tion, but . . . impair  comfort 
sensitivity  and  dexterity". 
However,  once  the  paper  had 
caught  my  eye.  I saw  more  in 
it  than  that 

I found  myself  pondering 
on  toe  fact  that  after  genera- 
tions of  health  workers  have 
tried  to  protect  patients  from 
infection  caught  in  hospital, 
we  now  seek  to  protect  our- 
selves from  the  patients. 


Then  I was  reminded  of  the 
eye  surgeon  who  operated 
without  gloves  to  retain  the 
sensibility  in  his  fingers,  and 
of  the  thoracic  surgeon . . . 
who  had  the  right  index  fin- 
ger cut  off  his  gloves  so  that 
he  could  better  feel  the  valve. 

More  important  to  me  was 
how  this  research  into  what 
we  put  “on”  our  hands  con- 
trasts with  the  old  adage  “do 
whatever  works  in  your 
hands” — a piece  of  advice 
often  given  to  young  sur- 
geons. I have  always  found 
that  slogan  shallow  to  the 
point  of  being  facile.  It  might 
apply  to  the  choice  of  instru- 
ments, or  how  to  tie  a knot, 
but  I have  heard  it  used  for 
the  choice  of  prosthetic  heart 
valves... 

Tom  Treasure  writes  in  the 

Lancet  on  the  dangers  cf  trust- 
ing your  feelings. 

Jackdaw  wants  your  jewds.  E- 
mailjackdaicih  guardian- 
.co.  ufcifax  01 71 - 713 -066:  Jack- 
daw, The  Guardian,  119 
Farringdon  Road,  London 
EC1R3ER. 


Dan  Gfaister 


i 


Thursday  March  7 19% 
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A budget  Ciarke 
could  kill  for 


ting  and  property  taxes  and, 
most  important! v of  all.  Im- 
proved growth  of  S per  cent 
this  year,  against  4.5  per  cent 
in  1995.  Eat  your  heart  out 
Kenneth  Clarke. 


Chips  are  down 


CBI  derides  Euro  rhetoric 


Sarah  Ryle  and 
Mark  Milner 


RITISH  business 
risks  being  left  be- 
hind in  Europe  be- 
| cause  of  the  poor 
quality  of  the  polit- 
ical debate  on  key  issues,  ac- 
cording to  the  leadership  of 
the  Confederation  of  British 
Industry. 

Instead  of  "extreme  and 
often  emotive"  wrangling 
over  economic  and  mone- 
tary union.  Britain  should 
put  competitiveness,  growth 
and  jobs  at  the  top  of  the 
agenda. 

“The  political  debate  about 
Europe  is  far  from  satisfac- 
tory. Sometimes  such  is  the 
high  pitch  that  one  wonders 
whether  it  can  only  be  heard 
by  dogs."  said  Niall  Fitzger- 


ald. the  chairman  of  the  CBTs 
European  committee  and 
vice-chairman  of  the  Anglo 
Dutch  group,  Unilever, 

As  it  launched  its  Business 
In  Europe  campaign  yester- 
day in  an  effort  to  ensure  that 
the  voice  of  business  is  heard 
"loud  and  clear”,  the  CBI 
called  on  John  Major  to  seize 
the  initiative  at  the  forthcom- 
ing Inter-Governmental  Con- 
ference (IGC)  in  Turin  later, 
this  month,  not  least  in  press- 
ing for  speedy  and  effective 
completion  of  the  single  mar- 
ket process. 

The  CBI  stopped  short  of 
direct  criticism  of  the  Gov- 
ernment however,  blaming 
politicians  in  general  for  the 
quality  of  the  debate. 

Mr  Fitzgerald  said;  ‘The 
future  success  of  Europe  is  of 
vital  importance  to  us  all  It  is 
crucial  that  business  prior: 


ities  are  not  lost  in  the  fog  of 
rhetoric  that  surrounds  most 
of  the  UK's  debate  on  that 
future." 

He  added:  ‘There  is  no 
credibility  attached  to  the 
current  British  position  in 
Europe.  Whether  that  is  right 
or  wrong  is  irrelevent  It  is 
the  perception  that  exists 
among  our  counterparts. 
They  believe  it  is  time  to 
move  forward  with  or  with- 
out Britain  and  that  would  be 
very  damaging. 

"Until  we  can  get  people  to 
understand  what  is  at  risk 
there  are  serious  problems. 
They  are  moving  forward  and 
we  are  being  ignored. " 

The  CBI  acknowledged  that 
Britain's  non-committal  atti- 
tude towards  monetary 
union,  as  embodied  in  the 
clause  which  gives  it  the  right 
to  opt-out,  bad  contributed  to 


perceptions  of  a lack  of  inter- 
est over  wider  issues.  How- 
ever Mr  Fitzgerald  argued 
that  caution  over  signing  up 
for  EMU  did  not  preclude 
Britain  playing  an  important 
part  in  formulating  European 
Union  policies. 

The  CBI  campaign  over  the 
next  few  months  will  try  to 
stimulate  a “more  rational 
and  informed  debate".  Sir 
Bryan  Nicholson,  the  CBI 
president,  said  that  small  and 
medium  sized  enterprises 
(SMEs)  "are  a very  powerful 
group  but  our  research  shows 
that  their  levels  of  under- 
standing of  the  issues  could 
be  better.  We  hope  that  once 
SMEs  are  informed,  they  will 
be  able  to  lobby  their  MPs 
against  what  are  sometimes 
profound  but  maybe  irratio- 
nal convictions  about  Europe. 

“When  an  MP  is  putting 


forward  rubbish  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Europe  we  need  people 
able  to  engage  him  in  rational 
debate." 

•Adair  Turner,  CBI  director 
general,  said  yesterday  that 
he  would  support  a cut  in  in- 
terest rates  if  one  was  agreed 
by  the  Chancellor,  Kenneth 
Clarice  and  the  Governor  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  Eddie 
George,  at  today's  monthly 
monetary  meeting. 

“We  would  be  happy  if  the 
Governor  and  the  Chancellor 
decided  to  have  a small  cut  In 
interest  rates.  It  is  a fine 
judgement  at  the  moment 
The  service  sector  Is  growing 
quite  fast . . . the  manufactur- 
ing slow-down  is  due  to  ex 
ports  rather  than  the  domes- 
tic situation.  We  believe  the 
ecomomy  will  tend  to  revive 
in  the  second  half  of  this 
year." 


Lawson  rocks  Tory  truce  on  monetary  union 


Larvy  Elliott 
Economics  Edftor 


THE  former  Chancellor, 
Lord  Lawson,  threat- 
ened to  wreck  the  Con- 
servative party’s  fragile 
truce  over  Europe  last 
night  when  be  launched  a 
furious  attack  on  the  single 
currency  project 
To  the  delight  of  back- 
bench Eurosceptics.  Brit- 
ain's longest-serving  post- 
war Chancellor  warned 
that  monetary  union  would 
cause  economic  damage 
and  promote  political  ex- 
tremism across  Europe. 

Lord  Lawson,  in  evidence 
to  the  Treasury  select  com- 
mittee. strongly  opposed 
the  views  held  by  the  Chan- 
cellor. Kenneth  Clarke, 
who  said  this  week  that 
Britain  should  keep  its  op- 


tions open  and  play  a toll 
part  in  the  preparations  for 
a single  currency. 

In  a bravura . perfor- 
mance, Lord  Lawson  said 
that  monetary  union  was 
primarily  a political  pro- 
ject driven  by  Germany’s 
fear  of  its  past  and  the 
French  desire  to  “corral 
Germany  and  abolish  the 
Bundesbank”.' 

He  added:  “I  don’t  want 
us  to  join  because  It's,  at 
best,  premature  and,  at 
worst,  extremely  damag- 
ing. It  is  likely  to  be  damag- 
ing while  the  peoples  of 
Europe  are  not  in  favour  of 
submerging  their  auton- 
omy, sovereignty  and  loy- 
alty into  a wider  European 
loyalty. 

“To  do  it  prematurely 
would  be  to  strain  the  polit- 
ical fabric  and  give  fall  rein, 
to  xenophobes  and  dema- 


gogues in  every  country  in 
Europe”. 

The  view  of  the  former 
Chancellor  that  monetary 
union  would  not  go  ahead 
as  planned  in  1999  was 
challenged  by  Lord  Kings- 
down  who,  as  Robin  Leigh- 
Pemberton,  was  Governor 


elimination  of  exchange 
rate  uncertainty  — were  for 
outweighed  by  the  eco- 
nomic drawbacks. 

“The  main  disadvantage 
of  a single  monetary  policy 
is  that  the  larger,  more  var- 
ied and  disparate  the  union 
the  less  likely  it  is  that  the 


*1  don’t  want  us  to  join . . . it’s,  at  best, 
premature,  at  worst,  extremely  damaging1 


of  the  Bank  of  England  in 
the  1980s.  Lord  Kingsdown, 
a keen  supporter  of  mone- 
tary union,  said:  “Z  think 
they  will  make  a success  of 
it”. 

However,  Lord  Lawson 
said  that  the  two  main  ad- 
vantages — no  transaction 
costs  for  changing  curren- 
cies within  Europe  and  the 


monetary  policy  will  be  ap- 
propriate for  all  parts  of 
the  union  at  all  times". 

In  the  absence  of  large- 
scale  migration  or  wage 
flexibility  — neither  of 
which  be  thought  likely  — 
Lord  Lawson  said  that  the 
only  way  Brussels  could 
ameliorate  the  impact  of  a 
single  currency  on  some  of 


the  poorer  countries  would 
be  through  “fiscal  federal- 
ism”, the  transfer  of 
resources  from  rich  to  poor 
parts  of  the  union. 

The  economic  divergence 
across  Europe  would 
quickly  threaten  to  wreck 
the  whole  project.  “It  Is 
very  likely  it  would  blow 
apart  I view  it  with  great 
foreboding”. 

The  former  Chancellor 
thought  that  the  main  risk 
to  Britain  of  staying  out- 
side was  that  the  UK  au- 
thorities might  give  the  im- 
pression that  the  reason  for 
retaining  economic  sover- 
eignty was  to  devalue  the 
pound. 

Lord  Lawson  said:  “That 
would  make  the  conduct  of 
economic  policy  even  more 
difficult  than  it  already  is. 
and  the  price  would  be 
higher  interest  rates.” 


Commission 
predicts 
hard  road  to 
convergence 


Julie  Wolf  in  Brussels 


THE  European  Commission 
yesterday  admitted  that 
slower  economic  growth 
would  make  it  harder  for 
European  countries  to  meet 
the  Maastricht  targets  on 
public  finances  as  it  unveiled 
a gloomy  set  of  economic 
forecasts. 

The  news  came  as  the  Ger- 
man authorities  revealed  that 
unemployment  hit  another 
post-war  record  last  month, 
with  a jobless  total  of 
4JT70.000.  Economics  minister 
Guenter  Rexrodt  said  the  fig- 
ures were  worse  than  ex- 
pected and  that  it  was  "un- 
bearable for  society"  to  have 
so  many  people  out  of  work. 

In  its  1996  economic  survey, 
the  commission  said  it  ex- 
pects growth  of  below  2 per 
cent  this  year,  compared  with 
last  November's  prediction  of 
2.6  per  cent  It  also  called  last 
year’s  2.5  per  cent  GDP 
growth  disappointing. 

The  commission  expects 
Britain's  economy  to  con- 
tinue growing  at  “sustainable 
rates”  of  about  2.5  per  cent 
Economic  affairs  commis- 
sioner Yves-Thibault  de  Sil- 
guy  was  notably  cautious  in 
predicting  how  many  EU 
countries  will  meet  the  Maas- 
tricht criteria  in  time  to  take 
part  in  monetary  union  in 
1999.  He  said  only  that  a "sig- 
nificant” number  erf  member 
states  will  be  ready.  This  com- 
pares with  previous  predic- 
tions that  a majority  of  the 
ELTs  15  members  will  meet 
stiff  targets  on  budget  deficits 
and  government  debt  by  the 
end  of  next  year. 


Alex  Brummer 


HONG  Kong's  1996-9? 
budget  is  something  of 
a curiosity.  It  is  the 
first  budget  to  be  delivered  by 
a Hong  Kong  Chinese,  the 
new  financial  secretary  Don- 
ald Tsang.  It  Is  also  the  first 
budget  on  which  Hong  Kong’s 
new  masters,  the  mainland 
Chinese  were  consulted.  And 
It  will  be  the  last  full  budget 
delivered  under  the  benign 
eye  of  British  colonial  rule. 

Mr  Tsang  was  not  taking 
any  chances  either.  Just  in 
case  the  Chinese  Premier.  Li 
Peng,  happened  to  be  listen- 
ing. he  noted  that,  while  Hong 
Kong  could  take  pride  in  East 
Asia's  progress,  it  could  take 
even  greater  pride  in  the 
economic  progress  made  by 
China".  This,  just  24  hours 
after  Mr  Peng  listed  the  moth- 
erland's problems  including  a 
weak  farming  sector,  corrup- 
tion and  crime. 

In  its  form,  Mr  Twang's  bud- 
get looks  like  any  other  — in- 
cluding those  delivered  by 
our  own  Chancellor.  But  in 
substance,  Mr  Tsang  lives  in 
a world  which  Western  chan- 
celleries could  only  dream 
about  First  there  is  the  colo- 
ny’s reserves:  an  issue  of 
great  Interest  to  Beijing 
which  feared  that  before  the 
takeover,  they  might  be  dissi 
pa  ted  on  grandiose  projects, 
like  the  new  airport  Mr 
Tsang  reassured  everyone 
that  at  the  end  erf  the  last  cal- 
endar year  they  stood  at  US 
*57.2  billion  — 12  per  cent 
higher  than  the  year  before. 

Second,  there  is  the  vexed 
question  of  the  budget  deficit 
and  the  impression  that  Hong 
Kong  was  living  beyond  its 
means  after  throwing  money 
at  domestic  problems  such  as 
bousing,  education  and  eco- 
nomic infrastructure.  In  feet, 
the  deficit  turned  out  to  be 
£200  million  — as  near  to  bal- 
ance as  anything  else  despite 
a growth  shortfall  in  1995  — 
and  the  1996-97  projection  is 
for  a surplus  of  £140  million. 

Indeed,  even  though  conser- 
vatives in  the  colony  con- 
stantly complain  about  bud- 
get profligacy,  total  public 
spending  as  a proportion  of 
GDP  will  be  18  per  cent  in  the 
new  financial  year  — less 
than  half  the  40  per  cent  tar- 
get set  by  John  Major's 
government 

And  this,  despite  the  feet 
that  Mr  Tsang  took  the  oppor- 
tunity to  "strengthen  family 
values"  by  sharply  increasing 
tax  allowances  and  broaden- 
ing their  range.  Among  the 
new  tax  breaks  is  a sibling 
allowance,  for  brothers  and 
sisters  living  with  the  family, 
as  wen  as  a 14  per  cent  rise  to 
allowances  for  "the  third  to 
ninth  child''. 

If  you  happen  to  be  the 
equivalent  of  John  Major’s 
middle- England  family  — 
known  here  as  the  “sandwich 
class"  family  of  four  — the 
net  tax  bill  will  have  been  cut 
by  an  astonishing  43  per  rent! 
This  is  to  be  paid  for  largely 
by  higher  excise  duties,  bet- 
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MONG  the  surprises  In 
Mr  Tsang's  longer-term 
spending  plans  was  the 
sudden  recognition  by  Hong 
Kong,  which  has  lived  on  its 
wits  rather  than  its  skills, 
that  it  has  a steep  scientific 
deficit 

A recently-published  study 
by  economists  at  the  Chinese 
University  of  Hong  Kong 
found  that  business  in  the  ter- 
ritory spends  just  0.04  per 
cent  of  GDP  on  research  and 
development  The  same  study 
noted,  however,  that  the 
People's  Republic  has  a huge 
surplus  in  scientific  skills, 
while  Taiwan  is  particularly 
skilled  in  hi-tech  design. 

As  an  addendum  to  the  bud- 
get the  financial  secretary  is 
launching  a series  of  schemes 
to  "secure  a high  technology 
base'.  This  will  include  a new 
science  park  to  bring  together 
local  and  technology- based 
businesses  and  an  industrial 
technology  centre.  It  sounds 
like  a great  idea,  except  that 
the  territory  is  decades  be- 
hind such  hi-tech  leaders  as 
Silicon  Valley,  Route  128  and 
Israel.  Even  given  Hong 
Kong's  reputation  for  getting 
things  done,  it  could  be  too 
little,  too  late. 


Global  market 


■"fUE 
I chai 
I the 


Hong  Kong  Stock  Ex- 
change has  been  among 
primary  movers  in 
giving  Western  investors 
direct  access  to  mainland 
China  corporations.  Some  6 
per  cent  of  the  market  capital- 
isation, compromising  some 
50  to  60  companies,  is  repre- 
sented by  China  players. 

But  this  is  only  part  of  the 
exhange's  ambition.  It  is  al- 
ready co-operating  with  the 
Chinese  exchanges  in  Shen- 
zen  and  Shanghai  on  regula- 
tory issues,  which  can  be  a 
tricky  business  given  the  lack 
of  experience  of  capitalism. 

The  stock  exchange  chair- 
man, Edgar  Cheng,  believes, 
however,  that  by  the  year 
2000  it  might  be  possible  to 
link  the  Chinese  exchanges 
electronically  with  Hong 
Kong  giving  near  instanta- 
neous trading  between  the 
three  centres. 

The  Hong  Kong  exchange 
seems  to  have  less  trouble 
pushing  back  the  frontiers 
than  its  London  counterpart, 
which  is  still  arguing  about 
“quote  driven"  versus  "order 
driven”  systems,  a quarrel 
which  cost  Michael  Lawrence 
his  job.  Soon,  however,  the 
Hong  Kong  market  will  be 
making  a direct  assault  on  the 
City  itself. 

Its  new  desk-based  system 
means  that  Hong  Kong  mar- 
ket privileges  can  move  off- 
shore. This  means  that  a 
Hong  Kong  member  firm,  like 
Jardine  Fleming,  could  trade 
the  Hang  Seng  in  rival  Singa- 
pore and  eventually  London. 
It's  a great  idea,  except  that  if 
mainlaind  Chinese  rule 
proves  too  heavy-handed, 
Hong  Kong  could  end  up  with 
a remote  market  and  no  stock 
exchange  floor. 
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777  underfire 
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Mark  Tran  and 
Chris  Barrie  on 

United’s  swipe  at 
Boeing  reliability 

UNITED  Airlines  yester- 
day delivered  a sting- 
ing rebuke  to  Boeing, 
the  American  aircraft  manu- 
facturer, over  the  reliability 
of  its  new  777  airliner. 

The  complaints  emerged  as 
International  Lease  Finance 
Corporation  placed  a $3.5 
billion  (£2.2  billion)  order 
with  Boeing’s  European  rival. 
Airbus  Industrie,  for  46  air- 
craft, becoming  the  first  cus- 
tomer for  the  A330-200  air- 
craft 

Although  the  leasing  group 
also  ordered  18  twin-jet  777 
aircraft  worth  $2.6  billion 
from  Boeing.  ILFC’s  decision 
to  place  the  bulk  of  the  busi- 
ness with  Airbus  gave  the 
Toulouse  firm  fresh  heart  last 
night  after  losing  a series  off 
recent  orders  to  its  Seattle 
based  rival-  Airbus  also  won 
an  order  to  lease  four  planes 
from  Russia’s  Aeroflot 
Aeroengine  maker 
Royce  has  orders  from  ILFC 


for  Trent  engines  worth  $175 
million  as  a result  - off  the 
Boeing  and  Airbus  orders. 

United's  director  of  Add.  op- 
erations, Joseph  R O’Gorman, 
has  written  to  Boeing  to  ex- 
press "major  disappoint- 
ment^' over  the  reliability  off 
the  777.  He  said  he  was  "very 
concerned”  about  “signifi- 
cant" problems,  describing  as 
“Intolerable"  the  number  of 
flight  cancellations  suffered, 
the  out-of-service  time  and 
the  number  of  problems 
reported  by  pilots.  United 
took  delivery  erf  the  300-seater 
777  last  summer.  It  now  has 
10. 

Ron  Ostrowski,  Boeing 
manager  responsible  for  the 
777.  dismissed  United’s  letter 
as  "business  as  usual".  He 
added  that  the  two  companies 
were  working  .on  solutions. 

Since  they  began  flying  the 
777  last  June.  United  pilots 
have  bad  five  unscheduled 
landings.  Last  July,  the  land- 
ing gear  on  a 777  would  not 
close. 

United  and  Boeing  stressed 
that  the  problems  were  not 
chronic  and  did  not  pose 
safety  problems. 

British  Airways,  with  three 
777s  in  its  fleet,  said- that  its 
777s  have  performed  welL 


BAT  attacks  regulator  for  delay 
in  pensions  misselling  review 


Ian  King 


BAT,  the  cigarettes  and 
financial  services  com- 
bine which  owns  Eagle  Star 
and  Allied  Dunbar,  yesterday 
slammed  the  Industry  regula- 
tor. the  personal  Investment 
Authority,  for  delaying  its 
review  off  the  pensions  mis- 
calling cranrial , 

BAT  has  set  aside  £172  mil- 
lion to  compensate  alleged 
victims.  Chief  executive  Mar- 
tin Broughton  said  it  was 
“still  rather  early”  to  say 
what  the  final  coat  to  life  com- 
panies was  likely  to  be. 

He  went  on:  “We  had  hoped 
we  would  have  paid  a lot  of 
the  claims  by  now,  but  the 
goalposts  keep  moving,'  and 
there  has  been  an  increasing 
tendency  to  allow  hindsight 
to  be  taken  into  account” 

Hie  PIA  is  reviewing  thou- 
sands of  personal  pensions 
sold  since  1988,  when  mem- 
bers of  occupational  pension 
schemes  were . allowed  to 
leave  them  for  personal 
pensions.  - 

Mr  Broughton  said  BAT 
had  only  made  a “best  esti- 
mate” of  how  much  the 
review  could  ultimately  cost, 
and  warned  that  there  was  “a 


lot  off  water  to  go  under  the 
bridge"  before  an  absolute  fig- 
ure could  be  determined. 

BAT,  which  insures  over  a 
million  motorists,  also 
warned  that  car  insurance 
premiums  were  likely  to  start 
rising  over  the  next  year.  Mr 

Broughton  said  BAT,  which 
raised  premiums  last  year, 
had  been  followed  by  rival 
General  Accident,  with  Direct 
Line  also  likely  to  follow. 

His  comments  came  as  BAT 
unveiled  record  pre-tax  prof- 
its of  £2.4  billion  for  1995, 
against  £15  billion  for  1994, 
fuelled  by  the  sale  of 
670  billion  cigarettes 
worldwide. 

But  BAT  shares  still  closed 
down  lip  at  561p  on  fears  that 
such  growth  could  not  con- 
tinue to.  1996. 

Among  the  countries  where 
BAT  cigarette  sales  have 
started  to  increase  dramati- 
cally are:  Poland,  Romania. 
Russia,  Uzbekistan,  Hungary 
and  Vietnam. 

But  Mr  Broughton  ruled 
out  a demerger  of  BAT’S  fi- 
nance and  tobacco  arms,  or 
the  possibility  that  the  com- 
pany could  buy  Imperial 
Tobacco  — returning  to  the 
market  as  part  of  the  Hanson 
demerger. 


News  in  brief 


BSkyB  tunes  to 

German  pay  TV 

BSkyB  is  taking  a 25  per  cent 
stake  in  German  pay  televi- 
sion. Premiere,  for  £177.6  mil- 
lion. Premiere  Is  jointly 
owned  by  Canal  Plus.  Bertels- 
mann and  Kirch  Gruppe. 
BSkyB  is  also  forming  an  alli- 
ance with  Bertelsmann, 
Canal  Plus  and  Havas  to  de- 
velop European  digital  pay 
TV  opportunities.  BSkyB  will 
take  a 30  per  cent  sharehold- 
ing'In  the  new  company,  as 
will  Bertelsmann  and  Canal 
Plus.  Havas  will  have  10  per 
cent  non-voting  shares. 

More  Lloyd’s  writs 

A new  phase  in  the  litigation 
struggle  surrounding  Lloyd’s 
of  London  began  yesterday 
with  writs  being  issued  by 
three  Names.  The  writs, 
issued  against  Lloyd's  itself, 
three  former  chairmen  and 
other  senior  market  figures, 
centre  on  the  issue  of  what 
was  known  about  the  likely 
size  of  insurance  da  farm  for 
the  industrial  disease,  asbes- 
tos is.  The  plaintiff^  allege  that 
Lloyd's  ruling  body  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Asbestos  Working 
Party  withheld  information 
about  the  extent  of  the  prob- 
lem from  most  Names. 


Fraser  boss  ousted 

Andrew  Jennings,  managing 
director  of  stores  group  House 
of  Fraser,  was  yesterday 
ousted  by  the  group’s  board, 
intensifying  rumours  that  the 
group  is  vulnerable  to  a take- 
over, and  sending  the  sham 
up  lip  to  188p.  HoF,  which 
recently  issued  a profits 
warning,  has  been  dogged  by 
problems  since  being  floated 
by  the  Fayed-owned  Harrods 
group. 

Cadbury  Schweppes  hit 

Cadbury  Schweppes  saw  its 
shares  fall  19p  to  536p  yester- 
day, after  revealing  a higher 
than  expected  £49  million 
restructuring  charge  for  Dr 
Pepper,  foe  drinks  group  it 
bought  last  year.  Cadbury 
also  confirmed  that  chief  ex- 
ecutive, David  Welllngs,  will 
retire  in  September. 

More  fleet  cars  sold 

Car  sales  were  up  4.39  per 
cent  last  month  to  159,013 
cars,  but  private  buyers  con- 
tinue to  stay  away  from  show- 
rooms, said  the  Society  of  I 
Motor  Manufacturers  and 
Traders  yesterday.  February 
sales  lifted  the  total  for  the 
first  two  months  of  the  year  to 
350,774  cars,  a rise  of  2.11  per 
cent  on  the  period  last  year. 


Zantac  sales  fear  hits  Glaxo 
shares  despite  bumper  year 


Sarah  Whttebtoom 


PEARS  over  falling  sales  of 
■ Zantac,  the  anti-ulcer 
drug,  saw  Glaxo  Wellcome’s 
shares  tumble  yesterday 
despite  the  pharmaceutical 
group's  disclosure  of 
£2L5  billion  pre-tax  profits  for 
1995. 

Glaxo  turned  in  £1.9  billion 
in  1994,  before  its  £9  billion 
acquisition  of  Wellcome.  But 
around  £1.5  billion  was  wiped 
off  the  group's  value  yester- 
day despite  assurances  from 
Glaxo  Wellcome  that  in- 
creased profits  from  new 
drugs  had  minimised  the  Im- 
pact of  the  4 per  cent  fall  in 
Zantac's  sales. 

According  to  Sir  Richard 
Sykes,  the  company’s  chief 
executive,  products  launched 
since  1990  had  contributed 
more  than  £400  million  to 
Glaxo  Wellcome’s  £7.6  billion 
sales  in  foe  period 


Zantac  accounted  for  more 
than  40  per  cent  of  Glaxo' 5 
sales  before  its  takeover  of 
Wellcome  and  still  contrib- 
utes around  28  per  cent  of  the 
group's  total  sales  — making 
it  the  world's  largest  selling 
pharmaceutical  product  with 
sales  of  more  than  £2  billion. 

Analysts  are  concerned 
that,  Grom  foe  middle  of  next 
year,  Zantac  is  set  to  come 
under  further  pressure  when 
US  patents  expire,  opening  up 
the  erstwhile  cash  cow  to  full- 
blown generic  competition  In 
its  biggest  market. 

Concerns  are  also  focused 
on  foe  performance  of  the 
group's  second  best-selling 
product  — Zovirax,  an  anti- 
berpes  drug  — which  it  ac- 
quired as  a result  of  last 
year's  takeover.  It  is  also  set 
to  lose  US  patents  and,  ac- 
cording to  yesterday’s  fig- 
ures, competition  in  some  of 
its  markets  have  already  seen 
sales  of  the  drug  falL 


TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  SELLS 


Australia  1.94 
Austria  15.30 
Belgium  45.00 
Canada  2.04 
Cyprus  0.6S75 
Denmark  8.50 
Finland  6.95 
Suppllrd  ty  NalWvti 


France  7.48 
Germany  2200 
Greece  365-00 
Hong  Kong  11  62 
India  51  ** 

Ireland  0J3550 
Israel  4.74 
Bank  fpieJudinj  InJ&n 


Italy  3.320 
Malta  0.5425 
Nether  1 hi  >d«  2.4700 
New  Zealand  2.23 
Norway  9.80 
Portugal  228.50 
Saudi  Arabia  5.70 


Singapore  2.12 
South  AWca  6.74 
Spain  185h0 
Sweden  10.33 
Switzerland  1.7750 
Turkey  97.471 
USA  1.4950 
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THE  MARKET: 
If  the  territory 
suffers  the 
shakes  after 
1997,  the 
tremors  will 
hit  the  global 
market— the 
last  thing 
China  needs, 
writes  Patrick 
Donovan 


Closely  observed  trades. . . 
dealers  at  their  screens  on 
the  main  floor  of  the  Hong 
Kong  stock  exchange 

PHOTOGRAPH-  DON  McPHEE 


Dictatorship  of  self-interest 


ZHANG  HUNGY1 
stops  drinking  tea 
mid-sip.  And  for  a 
moment  it  looks  as 
If  the  man  who  con- 
trols one  in  every  four  dollars 
deposited  in  Hong  Kong's  fi- 
nancial markets  is  tempted  to 
lay  into  the  Bank  of  England. 

But  Beijing's  most  power- 
ful overseas  banker  did  not 
rise  through  the  Party  ranks 
by  speaking  his  mind.  And 
he  contents  himself  by  ex- 
pressing bland  hopes  that 
Britain's  banking  regulator 
will  speed  up  its  delibera- 
tions over  Bank  of  China's 
plans  to  set  up  in  the  City  of 
London. 

There  may  be  less  than  500 
days  to  go  before  the  last 
Union  flag  is  hauled  down  in 
Hong  Kong.  But  as  Mr 
Zhang's  difficulty  in  winning 
over  the  Bank  of  England 
demonstrates.  Beijing  will 
certainly  not  be  able  to  call 
the  shots  with  the  interna- 
tional financial  community 
post-1997.  This  is  the  central 
argument  that  preserves  con- 


fidence in  the  future  of  Hong 
Kong’s  financial  markets. 

Burdened  by  a huge  budget 
deficit,  China  has  simply  no 
option  but  to  honour  its  prom- 
ises of  retaining  Hong  Koog 
as  an  autonomous  self-regu- 
lated state.  Beijing  generates 
one  third  of  its  foreign  ex- 
change through  Hong  Kong. 
And  the  colony  accounts  for 
nearly  60  per  cent  of  about 
£260  billion  worth  of  inward 
investment  to  China  otfer  the 
past  16  years. 

China's  programme  of  float- 
ing  selected  state-owned 
enterprises  on  the  Hong  Kong 
Exchange  are  well  advanced, 
representing  around  6 per 
cent  of  the  capitalisation  of 
the  stock  market 

Simple  self  interest  there- 
fore, dictates  that  China  will 
want  to  foster  the  develop- 
ment of  a Western-looking  fi- 
nancial market 

There  remains  a question, 
however,  about  whether  this 
will  be  enough  to  retain  the 
confidence  of  the  outside 
world.  Market  doubts  have  a 


Exchange  moves  in  to  grab 
more  Pacific  Rim  business 


EfcLANS  to  allow  London- 
based  share  traders  to 
deal  directly  in  the  Hong 
Kong  stock  market  will 
tomorrow  be  unveiled  by 
Edgar  Cheng,  the  colony’s 
stock  exchange  chairman. 
writes  Patrick  Donovan. 

The  Hong  Song  exchange 
is  also  expected  to  an- 


nounce that  it  is  studying 
ways  of  setting  up  an  ex- 
panded Chinese  share  mar- 
ket which  would  tie  up 
Hong  Kong  with  the  main- 
land’s fledgling  regional  ex- 
changes In  Shenzen  and 
Shanghai. 

The  move  is  Hong  Kong's 
answer  to  rival  bourses  in 


the  bitter  competition  for 
equity  trading  business 
across  the  Pacific  Rim. 

Mr  Cheng  yesterday  ad- 
mitted that  he  was  prepar- 
ing to  nnveil  significant  ex- 
pansion proposals.  But  he 
said  that  he  was  unable  to 
go  into  details  until  a pub- 
lic statement  bad  been 
made  later  this  week. 

Expansion  plans  are 
based  on  the  exchange's 
recent  move  towards 
remote  terminal  trading 


for  Hong  Kong’s  “order- 
driven*'  share  market  — 
which  has  until  recently 
been  exclusively  based  in 
the  colony’s  exchange 
building.  A growing  vol- 
ume of  business  has  moved 
from  the  trading  floor  to 
brokers’  offices,  after  deal- 
ers were  offered  the  option 
of  terminal-based  share 
dealing.  Now  Mr  Cheng 
wants  to  use  technology  to 
help  develop  international 
share  dealings. 


habit  of  becoming  self- 
fulfilling, 

You  cannot  look  at  Hong 
Kong  in  isolation  from  the 
rest  of  the  world's  financial 
community.  If  the  territory 
gets  the  shakes,  it  will  send 
seismic  tremors  through  the 
entire  global  market. 

More  than  180  banks  are 
crowded  into  the  colony’s 
heaving  Wan  Chai  business 
district  And  that  includes  80 
of  the  world’s  top  100  institu- 
tions. Its  stock  exchange  is 


Asia's  second  largest  after 
Tokyo,  in  terms  of  both  capi- 
talisation and  turnover.  And 
Hong  Kong  operates  the 
world's  sixth  largest  foreign 
exchange  operation. 

Beijing's  primary  objective 
is,  of  course,  to  help  develop 
Hong  Kong  as  a means  of  gen- 
erating capital  for  developing 
China's  infrastructure.  To 
this  end.  it  has  ring-fenced 
the  Hong  Kong  operations  of 
Bank  of  China  and  other 
state-owned  financial  institu- 


tions to  allow  them  to  launch 
overseas  money-raising  in- 
struments, particularly  bond 
issues. 

David  Li,  Chief  Executive  of 
the  Bank  of  East  Asia  which 
controls  artfund  6 per  cent  of 
the  Hong  Kong  market,  cites 
China's  appetite  for  money  as 
the  main  reason  for  confi- 
dence post- 1997. 

“The  [equity]  market  will 
go  up.  China  and  Hong  Kong 
need  a lot  of  capital.  That  is 
why  Hong  Kong  will  remain 


MrTsang  looks  over  his  shoulder  to  Beijing 

THE  BUDGET:  China  wants  wealth,  not  welfare  spending,  reports  Richard  Thomas 


THE  Chinese  Communist 
Party  directly  influenced 
Hong  Kong’s  final  colo- 
nial budget,  the  colony’s  fi- 
nancial secretary  Donald 
Tsang  admitted  yesterday. 

Unveiling  the  territory's 
budget  for  1996/7.  tiie  last 
complete  financial  year  be- 
fore the  handover  to  China, 
Mr  Tsang,  said  Beijing's 
views  had  been  taken  into 
account. 

“We  listened  to  their  views, 
and  you  can  see  the  result,” 
said  Mr  Tsang.  the  first  Hong 
Kong  Chinese  to  hoid  the  po- 
sition of  financial  secretary. 
China  has  been  worried  about 
the  state  of  Hong  Kong’s  pub- 
lic finances,  particularly 
recent  rises  in  welfare  spend- 
ing. “We  persuaded  them  It 
would  not  have  a long-term 
impact.''  he  said.  In  the  cur- 
rent financial  year,  the  col- 


ony would  post  a HKS2.5  bil- 
lion (£200  million)  deficit,  but 
should  be  HK$1.6  billion  in 
the  black  next  year. 

Mr  Tsang  also  confirmed 
plans  to  establish  a mortgage 
authority  to  boost  owner-oc- 
cupation, which  accounts  for 
15  per  cent  of  housing  stock. 
Market  analysts  said  the  body 
would  give  a much-needed 
shot  in  the  arm  to  Hong 
Kong's  infant  debt  market 
They  welcomed  news  that  ex- 
perts from  the  United  States’ 
equivalent  body,  the  Fanny 
Mae.  are  being  brought  to 
Hong  Kong  to  advise  the 
government 

Welfare  lobbyists  were  crit- 
ical. despite  Mr  Tsang’s  au- 
thorisation of  a 15  per  cent 
jump  in  welfare  spending. 
They  said  the  surplus  should 
also  have  been  spent  espe- 
cially on  the  elderly. 

One  welfare  rights  worker 
said  last  night:  “Mr  Tsang  did 
no  more  than  he  had  to  to 
keep  people  here  on  board. 
But  mostly  he  seems  to  have 


been  looking  over  his 
shoulder  at  China.  And  Beij- 
ing doesn't  want  welfare,  they 
want  wealth." 

For  fixe  longer  term,  Hong 
Kong  is  establishing  compul- 
sory savings,  along  the  lines 
of  the  Singaporean  welfare 
system.  But  a row  has  broken 
over  whether  the  scheme 
should  be  run  by  the  govern- 
ment or  private  sector  firms 
has  delayed  the  starting  date. 


Rising  unemployment  has 
added  to  calls  for  more  state 
support,  but  Mr  Tsang  said  a 
pick-up  in  the  pace  of  eco- 
nomic expansion  during  1996 
would  dent  the  jobless  total. 

The  economy  grew  by  4.2 
per  cent  last  year  — almost 
recessionary  by  Hong  Kong 
standards  — as  rising  unem- 
ployment and  high  inflation 
damaged  consumer  spending. 
But  Mr  Tsang  said  growth 


Pinal  measures  in  Hong  Kong . 


□ New  mortgage  corporation  to  help  buHd  a local  debt 
market  and  widen  home  ownership 

□HICS300m  extra  for  retraining  maiHifaeturing  workers 

□ Airport  departure  tax  doubled  to  HK$1  OO 
G Tourism  development  fund  set  up 

. . . and  Li  Peng’s  annual  report 


□ Growth  to  average  8 per  eeota  year  until  2000 

G Inflation  10  per  cent  this  year,  8 per  cent  for  next  S years 

□ Preferential  treatmerrtforferel^tiiiwestonr phased  out 

□ Help  for  poorer  inland  areas 

□ Key  state  firms  to  shift  towards  private  corporate  model 


should  be  back  to  its  trend 
rate  of  5 per  cent  by  next  year. 

He  also  expected  the  colony 
to  benefit  from  strong  growth 
in  the  Chinese  economy,  espe- 
cially after  June  1997.  Li 
Peng,  the  Chinese  premier, 
told  the  National  People’s 
Congress  this  week  there 
would  be  an  average  rate  of 
expansion  of  8 per  cent  to  the 
end  of  the  century. 

Consumption  should  also 
benefit  from  a series  of  tax 
giveaways  announced  in 
Hohn  Kong’sbudgeL  which 
Mr  Tsang  said  would  benefit 
95  per  cent  of  the  population. 
But  manufacturing  will  con- 
tinue to  suffer  from  the  relo- 
cation of  production  to  the 
mainland,  leaving  Hong  Kong 
even  more  reliant  on  the  ser- 
vice sector. 

Mr  Tsang  therefore  pledged 
HKS50  million  on  re- skilling 
workers  for  new  jobs  in  ser- 
vice sector  firms,  and  the 
same  amount  for  a new  tour- 
ist body  to  entice  more  visi- 
tors into  the  territory. 


the  financial  centre  of 
China",  says  Mr  Li  whose 
bank  is  very  active  in  cross- 
border  financing. 

The  big  snag  for  Beijing  is 
that  the  more  the  mainland 
Chinese  financial  institutions 
attempt  to  play  the  open  mar- 
kets. the  more  they  are  ex- 
posed to  criticisms  about  lack 
of  transparency  and  vulnera- 
bility to  bad  debts. 

Mr  Zhang  is  still  bitter 
about  this  issue,  criticising 
Moody's  for  downgrading  its 
credit  rating  — which  last 
year  forced  the  bank  to  abort 
a multi-billion  dollar  bond- 
raising issue.  The  fund  rais- 
ing plan  is  still  on  hold. 

The  issue  was  pulled  be- 
cause investors  had  no  confi- 
dence in  an  institution  such 
as  the  Bank  of  China  that 
does  not  even  make  public 
Its  precise  profit  figures.  Mr 
Zhang  concedes  that  more 
“openness  could  be  needed”. 

But  others  express  Beijing’s 
dilemma  rather  more 
strongly.  Unless  the  Chinese 
are  prepared  to  restructure 
the  banking  sector  com- 


pletely, their  banks  may  find 
themselves  increasingly  side- 
lined in  the  financial  mar- 
kets. That  seems  a widely- 
held  market  view. 

Central  to  this  debate  about 
the  future  of  the  financial 
markets  is  the  Hong  Kong 
Monetary  Authority.  Its  free- 
dom to  continue  as  an  inde- 
pendent central  bank  is  guar- 
anteed under  laws  agreed 
with  China  for  the  running  of 
Hong  Kong. 

Chief  executive  Joseph 
Yam  accepts  that  he  has  been 
tailoring  monetary  policy  to 
political  events.  Although  he 
is  committed  to  foil  interest 
rate  deregulation,  the  HKMA 
has  stopped  short  of  complete 
liberalisation  because  of  the 
risk  that  this  "could  trigger  a 
run  on  bank  profits  during 
the  changeover  period. 

"We  need  to  pause  and  take 
a look  at  the  effect  of  deregu- 
lation on  tiie  banks  at  a time 
when  they  could  be  effected 
by  other  issues". 

Mr  Yam  says  that  the  Hong 
Kong  dollar  will  continue  to 
be  linked  to  the  US  dollar. 

And  as  for  fears  that  Beij- 
ing could  trigger  a run  on 
Hong  Kong  money,  he  says: 
“This  is  a myth.  There  has 
been  no  outflow  of  money 
from  Hong  Kong.  We  have 
more  reserves  than  the  UK". 

Nick  Moakes.  head  of 
regional  research  at  brokers 
Wheelock  NatWest.  argues 
that  politics  “is  a periodic 
player  in  the  market  rather 
than  a constant”.  So  much  of 
the  uncertainty  is  already  dis- 
counted in  share  prices  that 
people  are  taking  a relatively 
sanguine  view. 


No.  1 seeks  smaller  share  of  bigger  cake 

THE  BANK:  Risky  local  outlook  outweighed  by  regional  potential,  says  Roger  Cowe 


rO  THE  outside  world 
HongkongBank  may  be 
merely  the  local  branch 
f HSBC,  the  institution 
liich  now  owns  Midland  in 
ritain.  But  in  Hong  Kong. 
KB  is  known  simply  as  The 
ink  because  it  so  dominates 
te  financial  scenery. 

Housed  in  a hi-tech  build- 
ig  designed  by  Norman  Fos- 
r,  the  company  is  not  satis- 
»d  with  being  the  number 
je  player  in  the  colony.  It 
so  owns  two-thirds  of  the 

parately  quoted  Hang  Seng 
ink  (HSB)  - the  legacy  of  a 
■operty- induced  lifeboat  op- 
ation  In  the  1960s.  This 
akes  Hong  Kong  the  largest 
ntributor  to  HSBC  profits. 
Given  the  colony’s  chang- 
g status,  however,  such 
iminance  has  its  disadvan- 
ges.  First,  the  bank  cannot 
cape  any  of  Hong  Kong’s  po- 
ical  or  commercial  tremors, 
cond.  it  is  a target  for  every 
w bank  on  the  block.  HKB's 
are  of  local  banking  can 


only  go  down.  And  indeed  it 
already  has.  with  the  Bank  of 
China  i whose  shiny  new  sky- 
scraper nest  door  symboli- 
cally overlooks  HKB)  snap- 
ping up  retail  customers. 

John  Gray,  chairman  until 
he  retires  in  May.  is  sanguine 
about  the  political  risk,  al- 
though less  complacent  than 
some  in  the  colony.  And  yes- 
terday he  pointed  out  that  the 
prospects  for  growth  in  the 
region  are  an  antidote  to  wor- 


ries about  competition  within 
Hong  Kong. 

“It  is  difficult  to  divorce 
commercial  Issues  from  the 
political  situation.”  he  said, 
acknowledging  that  in  the 
run-up  to  the  handover  confi- 
dence will  be  vulnerable. 

Every  negative  announce- 
ment makes  financial  mar- 
kets shudder.  “Hong  Kong  is 
not  a place  that  can  close 
down  and  look  inward,"  Mr 
Gray  said.  But  he  puts  his 


HongkongBank  profits 


□ 1994  S3  1995  KKSbn 


Net  interest  Income 


Other  income 


Operating  profits 


liS'. 


faith  in  the  advantages  for 
Beijing  of  ensuring  a smooth 
transition.  “It  is  very  impor- 
tant for  the  Chinese  govern- 
ment's ultimate  aim  of  peace- 
ful reunification  with  Taiwan 
to  demonstrate  a smooth 
reunification  with  Hong  Kong 
and  Macau."  he  said. 

Confidence  is  also  crucial 
to  the  property  sector.  There 
have  been  worries  that  too 
mucb  has  been  lent  to  prop- 
erty companies  and  against 
property  assets,  with  the  con- 
sequent risk  of  bad  debts  if 
property  values  plummet 

Mr  Gray  insists  the  situa- 
tion is  under  control,  and  has 
improved  since  the  peak  of 
the  market  a couple  of  years 
ago.  “The  quality  of  regula- 
tion and  of  loan  underwriting 
Is  much  better  now,"  he  said. 
In  addition  the  banks  have 
agreed  with  the  authorities  to 
limit  direct  lending  on  prop- 
erty to  40  per  cent  of  their 
loan  books,  and  to  limit  resi- 
dential mortgages  to  70  per 
cent  of  property  values. 

Nevertheless  HKB’s  bad 
debt  provisions  rose  last  year 
from  HKS174  million  (£15  mil- 
lion) to  HKS740  million,  ad- 


mittedly against  net  interest 
income  of  HK$25  billion. 

But  there  are  huge  opportu- 
nities beyond  Hong  Kong. 
Countries  throughout  the 
region,  from  India  to  Viet- 
nam. are  liberalising  banking 
regimes  and  HKB  already  has 
operations  in  21  Asian 
countries. 

The  plum  is  China’s  1.2 
billion  population  and  Mr 
Gray  is  confident  of  picking 
it.  Last  year  HKB  was  one  of 
the  first  four  foreign  banks  to 
be  awarded  licences  to  oper- 
ate in  Beijing.  And  with  a 
market  that  big,  who  cares 
about  marker  share?  As  Mr 
Gray  said:  "Even  1 per  cent  is 
very  attractive." 


Tomorrow 


Lives  of  the  rich  and 
the  impoverished: 
some  people  have 
nothing  to  lose  when 
the  Chinese  take  over 
— the  two  faces  of 
Hong  Kong  exposed 


Underside 


Jonathan  Confino 


FORGET  train-spotting. 
The  great  hobby  for 
visitors  to  Hong  Kong 
is  name-spotting.  Take  the 
bathroom  fittings  show- 
room called  Euronate  or 
the  footwear  maker.  Lee 
Kee  Boot  and  Shoes.  Of 
would  you  trust  the  Honest 
Estate  Agents  or  the  High 
Gloss  Property  Company? 
For  those  who  question 
whether  money  is  the  main 
religion  in  the  colony,  look 
no  further  than  the  busi- 
ness phone  directory, 
where  listings  under  the 
title  ‘‘prosperous”  total 
more  than  100. 

Billionaire  Bong 

Kong  businessman.  Li 
Ka-shing,  sometimes  takes 
a rather  unorthodox  ap- 
proach to  investment.  His 
recent  interest  in  bidding 
for  the  Canary  Wharf  office 
development  evaporated 
after  he  flew  to  London  to 
visit  the  site.  After  his 
chauffeur  got  lost  in  the 
East  End  and  failed  to  find 
Docklands  after  more  than 
an  hour,  the  entrepreneur 
returned  to  his  hotel  say- 
ing: "If  we  couldn't  find  it. 
how  would  we  expect  any- 
one else  to?" 

HONG  Kongers  should 
ignore  the  upward 
movement  of  the  Hang  Seng 
Index  (the  local  equivalent 
of  the  FTSE).  The  Feng  Shui 
index  is  much  more  worry- 
ing. This  is  based  on  the 
predictions  of  the  Feng 
Shui  men,  or  spiritual  advi- 
sers. They  predict  a violent 
downturn  in  the  summer 
with  only  a partial 
recovery  at  the  tail-end  of 
the  Year  of  the  Rat.  The 
mixture  of  fire  and  water  is 
apparently  bad  news. 

THE  next  president  of  the 
UK  Chartered  Institute 
for  Housing  is  a powerful 
man.  He  runs  a housing  au- 
thority which  has  750,000 
properties  on  Its  books, 
builds  40.000  new  homes  a 
year  and  bouses  half  the 
population.  To  find  such  a 
man,  though,  the  Institute 
had  to  cast  its  net  a bit  wider 
than  the  UK,  where  public 
housing  are  two  very  dirty 
words.  The  new  top  man  is 
Fung  Tung;  head  of  housing. 
Hong  Kong,  where  laissez- 
faire  translates  as  “positive 
non-intervention". 

“THE  ultimate  in  creating 
I your  own  market  the 
Glorious  Sun  Group  de- 
scribes itself  as  "the  largest 
manufacturer  and  exporter 
of  casual  slacks  and  jeans  in 
Asia  and  one  of  the  top  pro- 
ducers of  bottoms  in  the  en- 
tire world".  Sorry? 


Now  homeowners 
can  borrow  up  to 
£15,000  by  phone 
and  receive  a 
cheque  in  days 

Now  there  is  a simple,  straightforward  way  to  borrow  up  to 
£15,000,  whether  it  be  to  improve  your  home  or  make  a dream 
come  true.  With  the  new  Alliance  & Leicester  Homeowners  Loan 
there  are  no  administration  costs  or  survey  fees 
and  with  our  attractive  low  interest  rates  this  really  is  the 
affordable  way  to  borrow  a larger  sum.  Moreover  there 
are  no  interviews  and  you  can  normally  have  an  'in  principle' 
decision  over  the  phone  in  minutes.  Phone  us  today! 


Borrow  from  £5,000  - £15,000  and  repay  over  5 - TO  years.  j 
Interest  rate  from  J "J  _75®/o  (Variable) 

AMOUNT 

. APR  % 

96  MONTHS 

60  MONTHS 

£15,000 

11.75 

207.99 

236.93 

32734 

£13,000 

11.75 

180.26 

20534 

283.70 

£11,000 

1X25 

15536 

176.44 

24234 

£9,000 

1X25 

127.11 

14436 

198.44 

£7,000 

1X75 

100.67 

114.00 

15533 

£SfiOO 

1X75 

71.91 

81.43 
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■ ALLIANCE 

■ LEICESTER 


J One  simple  phone  call  is  normally 
all  vou  need  for  a fast  decision 

00990575757 
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Motor  Racing 

Practice 
perfect 
for  Prost 

Alan  Henry  on  the 
old  masterwhohas 
David  Coulthard  for 
'a  pupil  this  season 


FOR  a driver  still  tipped 
for  the  top,  a move 
from  Williams  to 
McLaren  had  to  be 
regarded  as  downward  mo- 
bility. Bat  David  Coulthard 
does  not  see  it  that  way. 

First,  his  new  team  are  no 
longer  the  uncompetitive, 
perhaps  past-tt  outfit  of  last 
season.  The  McLaren  that 
the  young  Scot  saw  in  the 
rear-view  mirror  of  his 
Williams  last  year  bore 
no  comparison  with  the 
MP4/11  he  will  drive  in 
Melbourne  on  Sunday.  The 
hew  car  was  fastest  during 
recent  tests  at  Estoril  with 
Mika  Hakkinen  at  the 
wheel,  and  though  cur- 
rently brittle  and  unreli- 
able the  Mercedes  engine 
promises  a major  step  for- 
ward in  performance. 

Second,  Coulthard  sees 
the  move  as  a natural  step 
in  bis  own  development  as 
a driver,  even  though  it  was 
forced  upon  him.  Tonsillitis 
bad  affected  his  speed  in 
the  early  part  of  last  sea- 
son, and  Frank  Williams 
told  him  that  at  its  end  his 
' services  would  no  longer  be 
required.  He  had  an  apart- 
ment in  Monte  Carlo  and  a 
professional  model  for  a 
girlfriend,  but  he  faced  im- 
minent unemployment. 

Then  he  scored  his 
maiden  Formula  One  vic- 
tory in  the  Portuguese 
Grand  Prix,  and  when 
McLaren  approached  him 
he  did  not  hesitate. 

“At  Williams  I was  the 
test  driver  who  became  the 
race  driver,**  he  said.  “Now  I 
am  enmtng  into  McLaren  as 
a proven  racer,  with  one  win 


A word  in  your  helmet . . . Prost  makes  a point  to  Coulthard  in  the  McLaren  pit  during  pre-season  testing  at  Estoril 


and  a few  pole  positions 
under  my  belt.  Obviously 
they  were  achieved  in  a very 
good  car,  but  in  some  ways  1 
am  at  more  at  ease  with  my- 
self and  probably  more 
relaxed  within  the  team. 

“Top  teams  are  top  teams, 
whether  it's  Williams  or 
McLaren.  They  are  very 
comparable,  despite  differ- 
ences in'  the  character  of 
the  key  people  involved.*’ 

And  third  there  is  Alain 
Prost,  not  only  a key  person 
but  a motor  racing  legend. 
The  Frenchman  has  been 
recruited  by  the  Didcot- 
based  team  to  carry  oat  test 
and  development  work,  but 
obviously  the  four-times 
world  champion  can  also 


offer  Coulthard  and  Hak- 
kinen a wealth  of  experience 
garnered  from  a record  51 
grand  prix  victories. 

Coulthard,  25.  with 
barely  18  months'  experi- 
ence, is  delighted  to  have 
him  aboard.  “Alain  has  12 
years  in  FI  and  enormous 
success.  It  makes  sense  for 
someone  with  that  amount 
of  experience  to  drive  the 
car  first. 

“People  didn't  take  it  seri- 
ously when  Jackie  Stewart 
first  suggested  that  grand 
prix  drivers  could  be 
coached,  but  I think  the  atti- 
tude is  changing  now.  There 
is  still  so  much  for  me  to 
learn  and  I can  either  do  it 
the  long  way  or  take  some 


short  cuts,  even  if  it's  just 
learning  something  about 
Alain’s  life  as  a driver.’* 

It  was  Ron  Dennis,  the 
McLaren  chief,  who  ' per- 
suaded Prost  to  lend  his  tal- 
ents to  the  apparently  fad- 
ing outfit.  “In  many  other 
sports  It  is  quite  usual  for  a 
retired  expert  to  take  on  a 
role  in  which  they  can  pass 
on  their  expertise,’*  he  said. 
“It  was  therefore  com- 
pletely logical  to  want 
Alain  to  be  part  of  the 
team. 

“We  started  talking 
together  at  Hockenheim  last 
year.  Alain  quite  clearly 
missed  Fl  in  many  ways, 
and  there  was  a whole  spec- 
trum of  offers  open  to  us. 


Wincanton  runners  and  riders  with  form 
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well  bta  TlUilAsaA  23m,  S». 

HRLTAOHJ  Stayed  on  u (aka  3rd  u Oat  Sight,  dtoiini  3rd  bid  Sutwrtii  Rtok  IThimm  3m,  GtLSS). 
HUUMCTfOM:  Unsauad  rktor  Sib  MM  Met  al  Ludlow:  prcvtouly  30  2nd  to  FnsS  Cttokto  [FWBwfl  29bn, 
Hry) 

ajjlowi  one  pace  Iran  4 ort,  Hb.  Mn  2ii  to  Formal  IHmotoid  2mH  Huy). 

OBtrusiAN  on  Long  wyan  al  handicap,  otosl  h an  3 out  when  aroand  SO  Sdi  bhd  Ya»  Man  [Newbury 

aaGdm 


JSPa 


5. 1 0 AJLCi  DUB0ND  JUBUBE  MAR»  HUROU  (MV  X)  J 

-1  S CLAVIIORE  LAD  (XX)  J King  6-11-4  

X DAKTES  RUBtCOH  H AjlBe  5-11-1  

8 0 OEmrsPWDe  (SO)  Q Balding  5-11-4 

DO  raw  HOOMMIfaRBrtar  5-114 


Q Optra 


4 

3 

0 

7 

8 
• 

10 

II 

IX 

13 

14 

1* 

15 
17 
TB 


239-264  HAJBOOH  YAFOOZ  (SO)  J BaMay  8-114 
TRAJnerWM 


5AIO-OP  DANCttofi  BAREFOOT  (IB)  M Bolton  7-10-13 
PO  MttM  HOmOAIT  (38)  N Tbonon  6-10-13 
» TROAMMEY*  MAH  (31)  P Mdwta  0-10-13 
422F0  BACH.  ITHT  (82)  CUUD  4-10-10 

0 8SO8M88  ARM  HACK  CtnCPapham  4-18-10 
50  FAU*IMO(08)  P Hobbs  4-W-1D 
■.WURIMCCW  KaBraay  4-10-10 
6 BH  (117)  N Ham  4-10-10 


.MBartw 
-Mr  P Hanley  0) 


oo  Pom*c/mnno4)uwj3Doiie4-io»n . 

STRinBOIMO  A 8airaw4-W-10 


1(3)* 


WAMBUSHOT  Umtyn  Ueada  4-10-W 
^Pj^ntartwont-iO-S  . 


-TBagga 


_ 52  FaiaUno,  7-2  Basil  S treat  6-1  Hajbow  Vatooi.  9-1  Mnamnis,  W-1  Big  Ban*  Are  Back. 
Genyn  Prats.  W-i  tom. HDaatara.  16-1  Vtonuag6hu  innara 

FOM  OUIK  - MAAOCM  YAFOO®  Ooe  pace  when  Rh.  bin  13  to  KaOy  Mac  [Mmaor  2m.  EX). 

8A3B.  STOSER  RMdm  app  3 ou,  tMtod  to  Dntth  3Sl  bo  sn  bM  SouareigK  Panda  [Hiydoek  2m,  GdL 
Earltor  31 2nd  to  Ocaan  Hart  (Aatoi  !Sn.  Gd-Fnt). 

PAUmMOr  In  rear  trom  halfway  whan  10dL  ton  0Q),  n Ltouho  (Ctttor  Snflf,  Bat  prwioraty  BO  ol  20,  Mn 

mom)  WB  bhd  Dnmappal  (Hayancx  2bl  Gd).  

Mfe  Praotoeid  b 3 ou  «twi  dtstim  SO  bodiGIcaran  Bay.  wffli  BASS.  STHET  (fiawts)  in  3rd  pbca  asd 
waakaolng  rtan  M hat  (Windsor  2m.  Gd). 


iResults 


BANOOII 

l ij«c*mifHdM<ki.eo*sTAin«^pj 

Burchetfl P-2):  a,  ID^aat  Bern**  (3-1  P 
. ^3LCoraO*L HkfcM*(33-l). 3-1  |t lav 
; toil  pKl  nnw.11.  It  (D  BurcheU) 
Tote  C4J».  S2.10.  CL20.  CS.7D.  DuaiF.ET  JO 
' CSF:  C1&37- 

lHBia1f110ydtCMi1,WIHAW>J 

F TWflV  &4H  *’°**r* 

- Jocaofa  i n-8  fav).  it  ran.  1.  IS-  O41*3  H 
KrtflM)  TOW  ZL5D.  tL«M 
F:  E7J0.  CSF:  CT341:  Trio:  £4.70.  NR:  Dom- 

•jsspn  IlOyda  C»r)i  1,  BAHXTOWM 
aw,,  n BrldflWBKB-  (S-1)J  ?• 

n l-a  8,  Law  ItOff  111-lJ- ■A-l  i*  AIJT“k 

k Hob  »n7  M ran.  fi.  nk.  [U  W Jolr 
EeS:  £2-10.  C2.7a  BL20.  Du^  fL,CJ.03 
CSF:  E29.6CL  TrlCMt  ^ 

M^(M4f  IMl4>>  1.  BBLIMOOUU, 

Jamie  E»«n«  P-g0" 

(14-1L  ?.  We I Mo  «Un  (2S-1):  *• 

Bo*>  (4-1  |Uav).*-l|«*v  BayarWAa-  tTm l 

(VT^Trao.  TX  d3t  [S  B/ooWMw)  Toto 

Cl  SO.  Dual  F C2.4Q  CS*  jgjg_ n 

4Jg  (gra  H Hrfl»)i  1.  JOCKS 

tWSli  1-10  tw):  *. 

3.  mioiwmnl-  (B-1L  11  ran.  6.  *■  (G  R*cn- 
aidll  Toja-.CZ.  W.  £1.7tL  £2-60.  E2- 10  Dual  f . 
C1B.»  CSF' £».10.Trr* $2500 

4^8  (2m  IftMfek 

Qabeme  (2-9  lawr  a,  IwHi  *• 


nawroir  (20-1).  10  ran.  11.  ZL  (O  Sher- 
wood) Tote:  ElJtt  CL20.  CIJO  Dual  F: 
CA.TQ.  CSF-  E4».  Trio:  C103Q. 

JACXPOTr  E7 .427.60  - pail  wort:  E7 ,427.67 
carried  lorword  u Car  hale  today. 
QUADPOT:  £19.60.  PULCEPOT:  £37.00. 

CATTERICK 

3LOO  (3W 1*  11  DydaCfe*  1 . WUDBV^Ar 

CStproy  (T-attov):  3,CwrtpaaBLad (18-2); 
SL  niter/—*—  (20-1).  12  ran.  2.  DL  (Mrs 
Jans  aursy)  Tote:  E 1 JO:  Cl  SO  d JS0.  £3.70 
Dual  F:  E160.  CSF:  ES.17.  Trio:  £11.00.  NR: 
AcroeaTno  Cart.  Tom  Loo,  

2JHKXmHdte):1,CniTAURSXPfB88, 

T Eloy  (S— TX  Z,  Cowtottr  CS— Tk  3,  Wtedem 
[5-2  rtvi.  13  ran.  10.  IK.  (A  Streenr)  Tour 
irsa  £1.70.  £im  ET.BO  DmT  Fi  C11J0 
CSF;  CSBS1.  Trio:  £15.00. 
aM  [3m  If  IlOyda  Cb>  1,  HOWL 
CHAMP,  R Owwl  (3-9)1  a,  Mrttea  Me-y 
(8-2):  3,  ShtM  S*e»  ( 15^).  10-11  lav  Mom- 
i™  in  nay.  6 ran.  S,  1 (Mrs  S SmUh)  Tom: 

oTto:  cim  rim  dub)  f-  eaaa  csf: 

C21.4S. 

XXO  am  Kdtek  1.  MHEMEAMLES,  R 
Guest  [10-1).  *»  Nnhdl  (IB-1),  fa  Alda 
i (4-1).  2-1  hv  In  A MenwiL  11  ran. 


1*.  i.  (J  Wilson)  Toto  £12.10;  £2^0.  £1440, 
£360.  Dual  F:  £455.40  CSF-  ET3SLD1. 

4.M  (341  3f  Cta)i  1,  THM  TOASTMfa  E 
CalMahan  (3—1):  fa  WisaraaeR  04-1);  fa 
tnnWnn*—  (13-0  iav|.  7 ran.  Shd.  SO  (J 
Oumn)  Tear  £4-20  £1.00.  C3.00.  Dual  F: 
fiaiO  CSF:  £34.77. 

4.30  [SM  If  Hflaji  li  BARTOM. 
HEKOfTfa  P N»en  (16-B  lav):  fa  KlweU»- 

riS—1):  fa  Claims!"  (6-D.  9 ran.  1. 
«.  (Urn  M Revel eyl  To»-  ca.ift  Ci.10. 
£3  20.  £1  60  Dual.F.  £17.40  CSF.  £2231. 
Tiicasr  £137  98  Trio:  CSfi.40  Nft-  Dancing 
Da  near 


flbOO  (2m  Ptetji  1,  QBNMRATDR,  L Wyar 
(17-2):  fa  Ttea  Mona  Lagaad  (5-1);  a, 
OMtaoniBaf  (8-1).  2-1  tsv  AtnraAL  10  ran. 
3, 11.  (T  EaKorby)  Tote:  £1020;  C1J0.  £180. 
S3LEB.  Dual'F:  £26.00  CSF:  £61-70.  Trio: 
C16&&0  NR:  Lord  Fortune. 

QUADPOT:  £88.20.  PULCSPOTi  E17O60. 

UNGFIELD 

1JW»  (2m  lioyde  Mdteje  1,  BOUVAfa  s 
Ryan  fB-T3  Mv);  fa  HSatefl  Doutfi  (15-1):  fa 
Dram  Battte  [6-1).  13  ran.  4.  S.  (R  AJw 
hurat)ToW:£UWc£i  SO.  £080.  £1.00.  Dual  F: 
£8.70  CSF:  £13-20  Trio:  £1040. 
faBOISmCh):  1,nCHU,M  Rlohanfa(7-a 
flnlahed  aJono.  M by  Head  For  Heaven,  6 
ran.  (Mm  L Richards)  Tote:  COSO  £4.20. 
Dual  F (totniMr  with  any  othar):  £1^0.  CSF 
(wimiflr  wAhonyothora):  £4.10, 

OXO  (tea  IlOyda  Hrt^r  f,  TILT  TECH 
FLVBt,  Ules  ejjonwi  (4-1);  2,CeU>  date 
(8-1);  fa  Itedra  Wondm*  (5-1).  0-4  fxv 
Shared  Gold,  n ran.  1.  s.  (i  Jones)  Tew 
«n n £120.  £2.10  £1^0  Dual  F:  £1540 
CSF:  £3428.  Trio:  £47  JO.  Trieste  £130  42. 
Nft  Ddaari  Praaldam.  Water  DMnflr. 
faBO  (fan  «i>  1.  KMOCXAVKRHY,  P 
Cnmley.  (7-%  fa  Hr  PitemHmg  (7-2k  fa 
Wbeb  Mawt  (BM).  11-4  fav  Camlnc.  10 
ran.  2X,  X.  (M  WlBdnaon)  Toto  £3.70:  £140. 
£240  £550  Dual  ft  E 1 1.10  CSF:  £1533. 
3-50  (fart  ai):  1.  DHiaCT,  Mr  B PoJJt 
(IM);  a,  Ammon  Uy  (4-1);  fa  OsmtetaM 
■Boh  ni-9).  *-l  (*v  Banyandrew.  7 ran  OL 
14.  (J  Edwards)  Toto;  £570;  £3. SO.  £220 
Dual  F:  £21 40  CSF:  £3025 
4LSO  (3m  IlOyda  Hdlajt  f,^ nCKERTYrt 
OIPT.  M Atnwuer  (evans  lav):  fa  Maraaeta 
14-1).  fa  Mmlarto  Madam  12— 1|.  5 ran  2 
5 [G  L Moore)  Tote-  £l.».£l.fiO.  £1.60  Dual 
F-C3.40C3F.C544 

QUADPOT)  £1940.  PIACMPOTi  E7020 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

1.40  (OTJe  1,  DORPLY  VAUK,  Mr  K Goble 


|B-1)‘,  fa  Dessert  Invader  (100-30)'.  faTba 
Fad  (26-1),  6-1  tov  Lochoa  lOran.  TX.3.  (G 
k Moors)  Toto:  £550:  £1.40,  £220  £560 
Dual  F:  £590  CSR  £24.93.  Trtoaat  £427.10 
fa10(8f)i  1,  UPT  BOV,  MTS  J M«era  [11-8 
lav);  fa  Saa  rtaar  (7-2);  fa  Boat  Kay* 
Sam  at  (B-i).  9 ran.  3*,  US.  (A  Moors)  Tow 
£2Jft  £1.10.  CI.50,  £3.  IO  Dual  P:  £4.00.  CSF: 
£575  Tricaac  £2485  Trio:  C12JXL 
2L40  (im  1 0Oyds>  1,  CHOOF  SKMUBfa  8 
Sanders  [5-1 1:  fa  State  circtia  [6-11:  fa 
Tina  Lina  [26-1}.  6-1  lav  Classic  Beauty. 
H ran  Nk.  a (R  Charton)  Tow  £5.00; 
£1.70.  £250.  £1050.  Dual  F:  £1520  CSF: 
£3540 

3.10  (In  lOCbfa*  1.  U SPORT,  D 
Wright  [3-1);  fa  Oafatodae  (4-5tav)j  fa  We- 
Hm  of  Lava  [14-11.  7 ran.  3 *■  (A  BaKeyl 
Toto  EOS*  £1.85  £1  *0.  Dual  F:  E2JO  CBF: 
69.37. 

540  (4m  41):  1,  IMVn  KEEN,  W Woeda 
(11-2):  fa  Harthara  Itaien  (9-4  lav);  fa 
Gaidar  King  (16-1).  11  ran.  Hd.  5 (B 
Armstrong)  Tots:  £530:  £500,  £i  .70.  £520. 
Dual  F:  £060  C&F:  £17 DO  Trteast  £170.34. 
Trio.  £7560 

4.10  (1m  If  TOyda).  4,  NO  SWUM- 
SION,  A Cwltone  (9-1);  fa  Jangto  Patrol 
(9-4  lav);  fa  Top  Pat  (9-1).  12  ran.  6.5  [D 
Chapman)  Tote.  £560  £1  JO,  £1.10.  £520 
Dual  F:  C4JO  CSF:  nOJ5.  Trio:  £23.70  im 
MtnZanztbv. 

4L40  (SI)1  1.  MBA,  0 Pears  (5-1):  fa 
Chaaky  Chappy  (14-1);  fa  Rmm&akam 

(7-1).  4-i  fav  Lera  Sfcy  10  ran.  Hd.  SSL  y 
Eyra)  Tflte:  £7  dft  E4.15E4  JO  £1.60  Dual  F- 
£28  20.  CSF:  £6507.  meant  C467J1  Trio 
£33530 

MiAMVTitiuo. 

PLACEFOTi  £38.70. 


ranging  from  him  racing  Dip 
car  througb  to  some  sort  of 
consultancy  role. 

“What  evolved  out  of 
those  conversations  was  a 
position  for  him  within  the 
company  which  represents 
a new  career  for  him.  The 
benefit  for  us  is  his  input 
both  in  terms  of  developing 
the  car  and  from  a driving 
point  of  view. 

“He  has  already  made  a 
great  contribution  in  opti- 
mising the  new  car,  and  his 
expert  contribution  to  the 
business  of  winning  races 
will  be  invaluable.** 

Prost  himself  says  he  is 
relishing  the  new  chal- 
lenge, but  is  quick  to  deny 
any  speculation  that  he 


Carlisle 


PHOTOGRAPH:  JOHN  MARSH 

may  now  consider  making 
a comeback  on  the  track. 

“For  what  I have  nothing 
to  prove,”  he  said.  “This 
way  1 still  feel  one  step  up. 
When  you  are  testing  you 
are  driving  at  only  95  per 
cent  The  remaining  five 
per  cent  is  used  up  thinking 
about  the  car  and  how  you 
are  going  to  communicate 
what  it  Is  doing  to  the 
engineers. 

“It  gives  me  the  opportu- 
nity to  drive  some  of  the 
best  cars  in  the  world-  If  I 
went  racing  I think  I would 
be  one  step  down  on  the 
front  runners.  It  is  like  if 
you  go  out  to  have  a nice 
dinner  with  a beautiful 
girl,  and  nothing  more.” 


faOOC— tayLad 
530  Watartoo  Andy 
faOOmwSoot 


530  Tbnttmy  Hook 
430  any  Hath 
430  Cwmnl  Rodent 
330  Sir  Bob 


Ortwttaod  ♦PamlmbNAni. 

2.00  MCKaHWH  IHI1J  HOWE  HOIRlLEteB  4f  110yd«  CfaBSS 
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10X 

108 

104 

108 

108 

107 
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10R 

110 

111 
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118 

114 

115 

116 

117 
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AU8RHARUF  Mu  iphy  6-11-9 

000  BmmiMXIMffpfaJ  GUM  !H>-2 


OOP-91  CAIUT  LAD  (18)  QRICteidB  HM 

DO-FF  HARRVS  mClAL  (8)  I!  Iteamml  6-11-3  . 
Zff-80  HASna  SANDY  (12)  B Uacuagait9-11-2 
BR54  NBm  CASUAL  (26)  If  ItoM  7-1 1-9 


-A  Dafc**i 


JMn 


000  OUT  8Y IBOMT  (10)  G Moor#  5-1V-2 

821W-0  PMLHAmowc  (18)  JFtaflorald  6-1 W 

0 SBH  MORH  GHOSTS  (11)«n  A &Mnta*  5-1 V? 

0-®O  SX.VCR  PMDE(13)  JFisGbfild  B-il-3 

THE  ALAHO  R ColSiK  5-1M 

M mKNn(TD(1X)J  Wtam  6-1M 

3345  TUU.Y1HJRRY TOFF (XI)  JJeSnson  5-1 1-Z 

D WOLF  TOMB  (13)  Hr*  U Revs  ley  7-1 1-C 

GO  ANCH  VALLEY (13) RMUtoto  7-10-11 

DP  CBUBanKME(83)  SKamomH6-18.il 

SOD  DAVWMJMIO(91)DUo(M  6-10-11 

P PMRYVALB 008.(1 3)  TDyw  5-10-11 


-TteMd 

-MBaaBa 


-J5rato*-(a) 


■ Myra 


JMtertarCQ 


_PHk> 


JLHa 


TOP  FOMSTM  Cntoy  ted  8,  Out  By  HgW  7, 1teradh*>  8 
■aHtevA-S  Coitoy  Lad.  6-1  AlMrtnarto,  10-1  TuHyrourry  To*.  TionWKSBn.  12-1  Ou  By  Mght  MB  Tom. 
16-1  Shtor  Pride.  PHltoumooic.  Ulster  dual  18  ra 


2.30  0BSON6  UirnOAnSZLUmHAIKIICAPCMASRtel  C3JBB 
301  312*50  HASH  OP  BEAIM  (38)  |B)  P Italtobh  18-:M 


940P90-  AR8A50R  (330)  (CO)  Mn  B BnUDum  12-11-11 

P34HB8  KAHNDAB5  (S3)  (D)  It  Tlamr  9-11-4 

3P0RV-6  WATUMflO  AMOY (f)(0)  J H JoMoon  10-11-1  — 
FP2F-6F  RROUBHPARK  AZALEA  (S3)  J BiitoK  7-10-10 

DQ513-0  BHHQPIMLi  (43)  SCtedalckl  5-10-6 - 

2CDFU3  EXPLORE  BOMMAL  (17)  T Dyer  5-10-5 


_A  Watt  (7)  ** 
.JMDwyar* 
..P  Calag 


*10 

*11 

*» 


2Z3BS  DOXRWDHU7  (17)  WHcKeora  12-104) 

U-66545  JUST  HOLLY  (8)  W Rood  9-U-O 

3PP-FPP  BARON  TlBOSHOflC  (7)  G KelK  W-104) 

U-OPPPU  RUSTIC  CRAFT  (7)  UNO  L ShaRy  6-KHI 


TltlllMf  ^ 

InrPteaiay(7) 
r* 


42SEES  ACWLHBUStV7)(B>FVaideyU-'10-Q 

TOP  FORM  UOi  ITaili  Of  Rarta  fa  Kaaadrtl  7,  Doafart  IM  8 
Banter  B-4  KanmtoH,  3-1  Dotard  Hut  6-1  Ewtore  Uondtol  Waarioo  Andy,  7-1  Run  0 1 Realm.  10-1 
BWufxUta.  19-1  Jus  l4oHy,  BraogbpHk  Azalea.  AteaMor  IX 


3.00  QOJERW  NOVICC  HANDICAP  HURDLE  tea  IlOyda  C3JT2 

381  482F-U0  BLACK  MUUHCMKMUUI (8)  J Hatton*  6-11-10 .TRm 

302  4P-05PB  VALLEY  HARDER  (7)  JONaH  6-11-5  

308  048603  RORARA  (38)  BLaadtedor  0-1 1-0 

304  132003  COPPBnURST (IX) M Kemp  5-10-13 

5WS00P-  ABRHWIHr (3*2)  JHJwaaon  0-10-11 PCatan 


387 


0MF  TRUE  BOOT  (23)  P CMecbnuigti  6-10-10 

502025  BUSS  111308  (■)  F Itetngh  5-10-8 

J834/-P1  SLAIKtrr  SOM  (9)  (Ml  ax)  B FlstHf  6-10-7  . 
D-P003  SaUMKOM  LAD  (*0)  A CanaH  6-19-5 


RC 


SPORTS  NEWS  13 

Racing 

One  lilian  dress 
rehearsal  has 
bookies  at  odds 


Ron  Cox 


uratey  6-2  fat'iUte.  4*1  Chantry  Brtth,  6-1  ftadeers  Oner.  6-1  Val  De  Rami.  7-1  TO  0 Mamma's. 
10-1  Saparhod.  Raliagla,  Q-i  Hratortradi 


4.30  imDCny  KMTWIAR  BAfEHCAP  CHASE  tea  91 C5BM 


•01 

11126  MCanOORTHKTWHD  (38)  (CJ  (88)  GWriiar*  10-13-0 

RIMhgp) 

•03 

2UP652  ETnom BOUND (iaj PChoeafirairt  B-11-4 

RSoppia 

604 

80S 

pea43*RSMUii»)(OTCuM*inwi-a  - 
3-14094  KILCOLaAM(E7) Mia JGoortPttte 3-11-9 

JJ  Moray 

•07  DFP-dtU  BOIWimP(07)BRartnnfl  18-10-16 ^Sapgiem 

•08  0B5P4B  CAROUSEL  ROCKET  (W  (CO)  U Hammond  D-1&4 — Abatote 

809  P-flW3  LUPTMMTHSL(17)fC)CPBlt£f  Tl-W-2  — D Parted) 


TOR  FOM  T«i  Sara  Tran  B,  KBorton  7,  RateagorTIn  THM  6 

BaMtoa  S-2  SBVW  Towers,  9-2  Ifcaeger  TtoTNid,  6-1  Agings.  7-1  M<ta  Ulj.  Suons  Sound.  6-1  Csinoel 
RbClaLKikolgaiL  0-1  Loot  MratiaL  25-1  Bam  Deep  9 


5.00  ST.  AHteWaS  SPORniKAR  COVAMY  OPRM  NH  RAT  RACE  tea  If  *1,480 


_ n BaaUnj 

• 

7 

S-»  PAWACHAKUS(100)(BF)CPflrWoD-11~l 

PDI11AND3QUBCJ  JaFarsox  5-1V-4  . 

JiPaiteW 

Uteimam 

B 

8 

0P(UniiSI)CSt1l)MiY  A Mnbwli  5-11-4 

BARIIM  STAIRS  G RKNWdi  5-11-4 

JtewahiCD 

ADrthte 

2 CAIHJ3LEBAHDnm(ZZ)J  Deny  4-10-10  

SHawarti(7) 

14 

16 

0 I60MIBAL  (8)  J Can  4-10-ID 

FANMS8N  U BamN  4-10-10 

FI tev<3) 

PWagoMl 

17 

18 
18 
*0 

8WUX  TO  SPEAK  CTItofllWI  4-10-10 

0 » BOR (47)  WtfclCaBssa  4-JO-W 

OtrtM(B) 

DPWMnPOTaOUls8Bran«4-YWS 

AXSaWtefT) 

. t-i  Raiding  sun,  s-i  Cariato  Bawio's,  6-i  Rivet  urn.  7-1  mm*m  Hu  Thud,  8*1  Smw  To 

Spsrt.PenundSaiiim.  10-1  SaBoC  Grand  Cm.  PanBChame  *0 


• Blinkered  today  for  the  Grit  time:  CARLISLE:  £.00  Davwil  clnio.  TOWCESTER: 
4J0  Ascot  lad;  4J0  Blakrs  On*jm.  Shareef  Star.  WINCANTON:  4.40  Rosewar. 
6.10  Pratscatbo. 


ALL  concerned  with  One 
Man  left  Carlisle  race- 
course on  good  terms 
with  themselves  yesterday 
morning  after  the  Gold  Cup 
favourite  went  through  his 
paces  over  three  fences  and  a 
circuit  of  the  stiff  Cumbrian 
track  as  part  of  his  final  prep- 
aration for  Cheltenham. 

However,  bookmakers 
Coral  took  a different  view. 
“We  weren't  disappointed 
with  his  gallop,  but  we 
weren't  particularly  im- 
pressed either."  said  Coral 
spokesman  Rob  Hartnett. 

"One  Man  got  close  to  one 
fence  and  was  outjumped  at 
another,  so  we  have  eased 
him  to  5-4  favourite  from  6-5." 

Ridden  by  his  big-race 
jockey  Richard  Dun  woody. 
One  Man  jumped  three  fences 
in  the  straight  accompanied 
by  Un guided  Missile,  part- 
nered by  Brian  Harding.  Al- 
though outjumped  by  his 
stable  companion  at  the  last 
obstacle.  Dunwoody  was  very 
pleased  with  the  work-ouL 
“He  felt  great."  said  the 
champion  jockey.  "1  didn't 
ask  him  too  many  big  ques- 
tions, but  when  he  got  in  close 
to  the  second  he  fiddled  it 
very  welL" 

The  two  chasers  were  then 
joined  by  Stayers'  Hurdle  can- 
didate Better  Times  Ahead 
(Tony  Dobbin)  for  a stiff  blow 
round  the  two-mile  circuit 
with  One  Man  finishing  foil 
of  running. 

“He  took  a good  hold  and 
seemed  very  keen  going  down 
the  back,  so  I settled  him  in 
behind  the  other  two,"  Dun- 
woody  added.  "He's  done  a 
nice  piece  of  work  without 
overdoing  it" 

Gordon  Richards,  trainer  of 
One  Man,  is  unlikely  to  be 
perturbed  by  bookmaker 
reaction.  “What  he's  done 
today  is  just  spot  on.  I'm  very 
happy,"  he  declared. 


Towcester 


9L2D  Anfaat  Lows 

t nontimiirri 

faXOJnatMraoa 


However,  it  is  good  to  see 
one  of  the  leading  firms  tak- 
ing a view,  rather  than 
merely  acting  like  accoun- 
tants. and  Hartnett  also  an- 
nounced a change  in  Coral's 
Champion  Hurdle  betting. 

“We  feel  that  the  ground  is 
going  against  Alderbrook 
nest  week  and  there  is  a ques- 
tion mark  over  the  form  of  his 
Kempton  win.  He  is  now 
evens  favourite  from  lO-ll/' 

Good  ground  at  Chelten- 
ham will  suit  One  Man,  but 
Alderbrook  boasts  soft 
ground  form,  pure  and 
simple,  and  I gather  there  are 
conflicting  reports  as  to  just 
how  impressed  Richard  Dun- 
woody  was  with  the  cham- 
pion hurdler  at  Kempton. 

Wincanton  report  good  to 
firm  going  for  their  meeting 
today,  conditions  which 
should  enable  Gentleman 
Sid  (4.40)  to  leave  his  recent 
form  well  behind  in  the 
Sparkford  Handicap  Hurdle. 

Winner  of  stayers'  handi- 
caps on  fast  ground  last  Plat 
season.  Gentleman  Sid 
showed  up  well  to  two  out  in 
the  three-mile  hurdle  won  by 
Yes  Man  at  Newbury  last 
Friday. 

Though  a well-beaten  fifth 
in  the  end.  he  was  racing 
from  341b  out  of  the  handicap 
on  ground  which  the  jockeys 
described  as  tacky.  Back  on 
his  correct  mark  today.  Gen- 
tleman Sid  looks  well  worth 
an  interest. 

The  ground  has  also  come 
right  for  Distant  Echo  (3.10). 
who  returned  from  a lengthy 
absence  to  finish  a promising 
sixth  behind  Goldingo  at  War- 
wick recently.  He  can  turn 
the  form  around  with  fourth- 
placed  Tight  Fist  in  the 
Tommy  Wallis  Hurdle. 

• A decision  on  Jodami's 
participation  in  the  Gold  Cup 
is  unlikely  to  be  made  until 
tomorrow,  when  results  of 
test  taken  after  his  disap- 
pointing performance  at  Hay- 
dock  last  month  are  known. 
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4-30  Tiuplonter  (nb) 


* DtoMlaa  MteteB.  Oateto  Mtertao,  teA  Chaw.  OmA. 

Hgww  tabulate  liter  tew1!  m—drante  tey«  rtacatewlMHouIlt, 

2.20  WEATHCRRYS  RAGMCARDCOMD  JOCXEYT  HOVICC IFCAR  HUROU  tea  CfaW 

1 5SM06  CROMAME  QUAY  (84)  G Balding  7-13WI _R  ArraU  (S) 

£ TP*3  8HIAHUI (81) N GrAAsrn 5-11-8 u.TJHwgh» 

3 640-591  FLOW (*1)(D)RBiicte  7-1 W OY  llll  W 

4 315444  FETTAUOH (ten Glumra 6-11-7 JCOate 

6 9C5DD  ROMAUTO  (7)  HBtuvMrd  6-11-4 .Qltegra* 

• 225013  WHIiraOMMET  (8)  [Q  C Egwton  b-11-S fcwteltehrt 

* 

7 0/06-255  CARHHS  DAMCBI(31)(BQS  Snermod6-1VS — AWMrt 

a qiP204  CAsno’SBOvmREcmn’G’-io-iD — —*»«»■ 

8 PPIIR6P  AIRIDH (17) CWrafcm 7-18-7 — DFtartt* 

10  423M5  MUXO  MARY  DOLL(lO}5  tetor  7-10-1  ^Ctetewraa* 

11  IFDO  HOMO  KORO  H— I (Tl)  A Jam-  4-10-0 «Rte(3) 

IX  HYP0-6G  AHDEMT  LOVE (44)  0 Bnnoan  7-10-0 Hu  * 

1*  *-0004  FLYHraB«P(6)RhoU.*moad 5-10-0 JLAipoB 

TOR  FOM  TlFte  Stowtar  5 Ftoai  7,  Rrtragb  ■ 

Btetfagi  4-1  Ftow.  0-2  Stmabr.  6-1  Carrtg  DaKur.  7-1  PMtoogli.  6-1  ATOM  Low.  Cua<D  ■ Bay. 
■HitebBfloeL  14-1  RomaHo.  Hullo  Huy  M 19 


2.50  JOHN  WBBEH  HteORIAL  NOVICE  CHASE  3w  6T  C3JIM 

amn-FF  BiROM(0)TForaai  7-11-10  — SWyra 

2D4f-  ACM0BATE(71B)N HamJefppn 7-11-3 JBKranhA 

0OSFP-  BM  BAD  YKXJ(S621BPaer»  fan-3 ARawdl 

P3-S4U  CHIAPPUCCI  (9)  Un>  E HteSli  5-11-S DBudtey 

6/40-03  DHLIA FOXTBOT (7) M 7-1 1-3 — BFwtoaafa} 

Ilft-tFP  AAVStolH  (17)  JtiBM  Pfli*on  10-1 1-3  — — X tete  (3) 

0P1D/-00  HAKES  MX  OOOSev  (10)  Ura  I UcKle  8-17-8 Lterajr 

OB-44  PALM  COURT  (St)  tea  L WVBwison  6-I1-S RMi 

05/503V-  Stn/LA BAY P76) 0 Bieman B-1 1-3 -Hterara 

D THE  OO  AHEAD  (34)  TFmier  6-1 1-6 AThatera 

13/D-OOF  THBHIAL  WARRKM (8) JOU  6-11-3 - CUmflpi 

49-B  TWBi  SAiHTS  (133)  T Foranr  7-11-8  . — — .Wllaralna 

TOP  FORM  TB*i  Btaal  5 Chtopparal  7,  Fata  Cowl  3 

■uty  9-9  Acrobats.  5-1  Ttaia  Saws.  6-1  Banal.  7-1  Thermal  m>Mf.  Swris  Bay.  6-i  Cnnupucci. 
Uakea  Ue  Gamy.  10-1  Tin  Go  Anoafl.  16-1  Delta  Foraol  12  mm 
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3.20  WAN  MATHMIAL  HAJRMCAR  HURDLE  tea  CZ^ei 

1 251-41  IS  CAWAHEABOrCWroC Jamw 0-17-10 MrEJanwa 

X EBllP  WAUtraOTALL (17) (C0)TUcG<wm 5-11-10 JBEraaaagh 

3 515-  DOM  DU  CADRAH  (474)  T FonW  7-1T-6  S Wyra 

4 299-005  MARSH** LAW (61)(COJ 0 BrwrM 9-11-1 Mteaora* 

3 ami  MAIXHETE (20)(D)  MraMema  Jowa  6-11-1 _i>  Byrw 

■ PS1313  HKMTWHMCOIEMCW)  (CO)  MnM  Long  MO-7 DGatartar 

7 60-0545  JU8T BRUCE (8)  Mrs  EHeam7-ID-6  OBotetay 

TOP  FORM  TOWe  Hraetete  8.  Jte  Brara  7 

9-1  tarn  bite  7-2  JuM  Bruca  5-1  Uari/i  9 Law.  7-1  WaHug  TaJI.  Caoarra  Boy.  6-1  Don  Du 


*11  0P-Wf5>  JUST  FOR  HE  (8)  JMkmb  7-180 RBanHay 

xia  D-4U00C  RASCALLY (BJ Uas L Eddlll 6-10-0  _ BHtetegO) 

31*  (VS35/-F  PEMMAin COTTAOE (81) Mbs K WattMura 6-10-0 TBag 

TOP  FORM  Wte  TMa  SM  8,  Mtera  Lari  7,  Rnorty  6 

BaOtewZ-lTriM  Scot  9-9  StaugM  Son.  8-1  Rascally.  Shannon  Lad.  B-1  Ttobera.  EM  CopportunM.  18-1 
VaUpy  Gartan.  18-1  Wte  Image,  Bbek  Magic  Wbman  lain ra. 

3.50  HOJBWST  PAHACUR  EBF  MARer  **F  HOVK*  HlffiDU((HIALBV>Q  tea  Of  E3.134 

1 an  CAMK.'S JOY (4E) T Gcwg® 7-11-0 TJaafta 

2 0— IDO  HBBUMA (53) (D) Q Huobanl 6-1 1-0  KGMte(3) 

3 BD-BRURY  BALE  (144)  T FWSW  6-10-T ATtertoa 

4 434  CARDIE'S  CRUSADER  (60)  GBaMtog  5-10-7 -"***"* 

8 040-015  CHHBWEM  (22)  T GfWUtr««1 6-W-7 WManphnya 

3.30  EDMHMMQH  WOOLLBI IRLL  M0VK8  CHASE  tea  4f  1 10y4(  Cfa324 

401  1-11111  THE  OREY  HOIK  (1  ■)  (CO)  G Rtohrata  B-11-13 -A  DahHa 

8 P CITY  JET  (7)0  BnrmanSlO  < Mteaora 

7 F-  DAWM  QALE  (44KR  J PicUflnfl  HM  -OBraHay 

a no-  POHTMA  ROM  DAWM (478) Urn  VWUlans 6-10-7 "Dart a 

403  PUCARNMOHEY  (7)  J Helton  811-3 .TBart 

404  4FK21F  PAOIJACCH)  (17)(BF)M  Hammond  S-i  1-3 PHtera 

10  22-49  OLBKtARnFOHB. (8) (8F)UPW 8-10-7 J»ft«gwter 

11  05  JOY  FOR  LIFE  (34)  R Snofljj*  5-lD^  R Sfcara 

403  4P2BUD-  HOWCLEUCH (*38)  jOter 9-10-12  — BBteng 

TOP  FORM  TIPS)  T1m  Oray  Mask  0^  Pagbodto  6 

BM8togi14Tha  Gray  Mote.  B-1  PogltaccM.i«-l  Callaway.  83-1  Itertteu  58  ICanmcMy  3 naraura. 

1*  D5  LADY  NOSO  (43)  Utl  J PHman  8-10-T  - - - Wrarataa 

14  OIMaPILI»OAD(*UGJI«ogiaoo8-nW OHo«ra(*) 

16  DP  MBS  ROULETTE  (1*>r  Nun  6-10-7 CMaudo 

IT  0-0  WAR HEROOE (86) CNUh 6-10-7 — JKKraraogh 

18  50  WCX»ORE(3X]DGsragMy  MO-7  VStad«y 

TOP  FOn  TVS>  OtragarTV  4Mrt  8.  Irt  By  Hw  3tn  7,  CaoBOfa  Jay  6 

BoUtegi  3-1  GiangarrK  om.  9-9  Sail  By  Toe  Stare.  81  Carnal  9 Jo*. 8-1 LM*  H<0ii  Snei«.  Ueiitonj  W-1 
Briery  Gala.  Canto's Cnsadar.  Lad*  Noso  18raaaan 

4.20  SMAE  RATTOMAL  HANDKAP  CHASE  tea  If  £fa3*S 

1 SS1/3S*-  DOMT  UGHT  UP  (*67)  venaua  waiums  lO-W-O "tart* 

a 223-115  MCKLUP (43) (C)TR»tor 9-1 V ID -Altentea 

3 2311-UP  DERRYHOS3(4B)(D)U  PIdb  10-11-4  

4 UF-aPB>  BUCKSHOT (8) (OJJQaorO 6-10-13 JMPOYta^ 

(7) 

5 51/26-68  ASCOT  LAD  (8)  B Da  Hun  11-18-12 - WHMate* 

6 0/2305/-  HMNHOH CROFT (877) {OFUoyd  14-10-0 -*!?>?“ 

7 135-340  IMflMSH  (6a)  (C)  P WeMtof  IA-iO-6 RBaiaray 

8 P-F0305  BfBPLEJACK (17) KBaftte 9-16-3  — BCnra 

8 35-PPia  WOOOLAMOl POWER (10)P  ^«ftar(J 9-180 LHarray 

TOP  RHMDTIPSi  Iteipla  Jack  B.  Mia hg>  7,  Mwaatei  8 

tog;  9-1  Ntok/up.  <-l  Steepw  Jack.  11-!  Denvnosa.  B-1  DucJoM.  Ww6««».  1D-1  Deni  Ligtt  IX. 
Ascot  Lad,  98-1  Swinww  CnA.  Woodlaoda  Powor  Biiaraaa. 


4.50  HME  LACE  HUNTERS' CHA3E(AoMiaan)3n  11  CliSSS 

t /15S/U9-  RICHARD  HUHT  (232)  Mrs  F Bora  19-19-6  

3 TIT9U-12  TIAFLAMnS)  (19)  (CO)  UiHCSainOBfl  13-12-6 

3 2B21A-4  RLAKB  ORPHAN  (IS)  (C)  T IBstoy  T0-12-S 

4 45HWU-  WTVSKAflDWiaai  (108)  SLptai  0-1 1-12  


. IRai  L Howe  (7) 

■Madk(l) 
PSoaOfT)* 
JtiCMna 

m 

B LUCEV  CWOSTOPWII G Tsrry  11-11-12 -gTatty(S) 

8 OMffF-  LUGSYOU SOM (380) DBraa 9-TM2 — --OOUBTFUI. 

7 P//UFP-F  BHARHE  STAR  (7)  FManra*3  6-11-12  LKda(7}* 

— ;■  - - • 

8-11  Taaolanw.  1-i  Lirty  Ctrsmbar.  4-1  R^MM  Hun  0-1  State  Orpten.  ID-1  Mn 
Hartwol*.  25-1  Sterael  Star  Baaraa. 


Groom  backed 

SILVER  GROOM  was  all 
the  rage  yesterday  with 
William  Hill  in  betting  on  Sat- 
urday's Imperial  Cup  at  San- 
down  and  they  have  cut  him 
from  10-1  to  11-2  second-favou- 
tits  behind  the  5-1  co-favour- 
ites Chiefs  Song.  Kingsfold 
Pet,  Kino's  Cross  and  Warm 
Spell. 
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Soccer 


European  Cup,  quarter-final,  first  leg 

Borussia  Dortmund  0,  Ajax  2 

Champions 
in  a class 
of  their  own 


David  Lacey 


Terry  venables 

last  night  saw  Ajax 
give  another  demon- 
stration of  the  finer 
footballing  arts  as 'they  domi 
nated  the  opening  leg  of  their 
quarter-final  against  a Borus- 
sia Dortmund  team  reduced 
to  10  men  for  the  last  25  min- 
utes by  the  dismissal  of 
Matthias  Sammer. 

England  will  be  facing  the 
bulk  of  the  Ajax  side  when 
they  meet  Holland  in  the 
European  Championship. 
Edgar  Davids,  inevitably  at 
the  heart  of  Ajax's  move- 
ments. put  them  ahead  after 
seven  minutes,  then  set  up 
Patrick  Kluivert  for  a second 
goal  with  a superbly  angled 
pass  eight  minutes  from  time. 

Ajax  came  to  the  Ruhr  un- 
defeated In  17  consecutive 
Champions'  League  fixtures 
and  Borussia  Dortmund  went 
into  the  match  knowing  that, 
since  no  German  side  had 
beaten  Ajax  in  Amsterdam 
for  39  years,  their  hopes  of  a 
semi-final  place  rested  largely 
on  being  able  to  ride  to 
victory  on  the  wave  of  the 
Bundesliga's  most  passionate 
support. 

The  support  was  as  noisy  as 
usual,  but  within  seven  min- 
utes tt  had  begun  to  sound  a 
little  hollow.  Davids,  who  had 
begun  the  match  playing  very 
deep,  hanging  around  among 
the  defenders  almost,  made  a 
telling  run  from  his  own  half 
through  the  outer  layers  of 
Dortmund's  cover  before  ex- 
changing passes  with  Klui- 
vert holding  off  the  combined 
attentions  of  two  defenders 
and  shooting  low  past  Klos’s 
left  hand.  Davids  had  taken 
over  Seedorf  s stealthy  role  to 
resounding  effect. 

Dortmund  are  challenging 
Bayern  Munich  closely  for 
the  German  league  leadership 
but  last  night  their  football 
became  caught  up  in  the  com- 
plexities of  Ajax's  thought 
and  technique.  It  was  like 
playing  chess  against  a com- 
puter; a potentially  good 
move  would  break  down  be- 
cause the  opposition  were  al- 


ready two  moves  ahead.  At 
times  tlie  switching  of  post 
tions  was  bewildering  to 
watch,  let  alone  play  against 

Kanu,  one  of  the  two  Niger! 
ans  in  the  Ajax  side,  tended  to 
stay  up  front  but  Kluivert  was 
often  back  helping  Blind  and 
Silooy  break  up  Dortmund 
attacks.  The  speed  at  which 
Ajax  would  break  from  deep 
defence  to  all-out  attack  was 
as  ever,  one  of  the  most  satis 
fying  aspects  of  their  game. 

In  one  such  move,  after  19 
minutes.  Blind's  through-ball 
set  up  a rapid  series  of  passes 
which  would  surely  have  pro- 
duced a goal  had  Bogarde  and 
Kluivert  not  both  gone  for  the 
same  scoring  chance.  Borus- 
sia struggled  to  thread  even 
orthodox  passing  movements 
together.  And  they  are  by  no 
means  an  unaccomplished 
side. 

Eleven  minutes  before  half- 
time Borussia  found  some- 
thing they  recognised,  a free- 
kick  just  outside  the  penalty 
arc.  Berger’s  shot  cleared  the 
line  of  defenders  but  Van  der 
Sar  still  managed  to  punch  It 
clear. 

That  was  about  the  sum 
achievement  of  Borussia’s 
attack  in  the  first  half.  How 
ever,  the  introduction  of 
Herrlich,  an  extra  striker,  for 
Schmidt  in  the  second  gave 
Dortmund  more  attacking 
momentum. 

With  Sammer  moving  for- 
ward, the  quality  of  Dort- 
mund's crosses  improving, 
and  Reuter  now  cutting 
smoothly  past  Ajax  defenders 
from  the  right,  the  evening  at 
last  held  some  promise  for  the 
Germans.  Not  that  Sammer 
stayed  around  for  long  to  help 
fulfil  iL 

After  61  minutes  he  was 
booked  by  the  English  referee 
Dermot  Gallagher  for  a foul 
on  Musampa.  who  had 
replaced  Wooter  at  half-time. 
Four  minutes  later  he  fouled 
Musampa  again,  and  red  foJ 
lowed  yellow. 

Boras  ala  Dortmund;  Kloa:  Schmidt 
(Herilidl.  h-l>.  Kohler.  Sammer.  Julio 
Cesar.  Reuter  Freund.  Berger.  Rlcken 
Rledte.  Reinhardt 

Ajac  Van  da  Sar.  Remgrr.  Bind.  R Do 
Boer.  Silooy.  George.  Woolei  (Musampa 
IH1.  Davids  Bogarde  Kluivert  Kanu 
D Gallagher  I England) 


Forest  stirred  for 
final  shake-up 


Martin  Thorpe 

says  Bayern  must 
be  Jess  complacent 
for  the  second  leg 

FOR  some  reason.  Bayern 
Munich  blast  out  Land  of 
Hope  and  Glory  over  the 
stadium  Tannoy  in  the 
seconds  before  the  kick-off  of 
every  home  game.  It  is  a sort 
of  theme  tune.  Presumably 
not  realising  the  significance 
it  holds  Tor  the  English,  they 
let  this  stirring  anthem  ring 
out  as  the  teams  lined  up  for 
the  start  of  Tuesday’s  game. 
For  Nottingham  Forest  tt 
acted  like  a batUe<ry. 

That  was  not  the  only  thing 
Bayern  got  wrong  about  For- 
est The  Germans'  measured 
approach  to  the  game  seemed 
to  contain  a streak  of  compla- 
cency which,  given  the  final 
result,  suggests  they  fell  into 
the  trap  of  underestimating 
Frank  Clark's  European 
warriors. 

They  will  be  wiser  for  the 
second  leg  in  two  weeks'  time, 
knowing  also  that  if  they  can 
manage  even  one  goal  Forest 
will  need  to  score  twice, 
something  they  have  not  done 
in  any  of  their  seven  Euro- 
pean games  so  far.  merely  to 
draw  level  overall. 

The  second  half  of  Tues- 
day’s match,  when  Clark  in- 
structed his  team  to  come  at 
Bayern  more  rather  than  just 
sit  back,  might  be  Forest's 
way  forward.  “We  realised 
that  if  we  had  a go  at  them 
they  didn't  look  so  clever." 
said  Steve  Stone.  "In  fact 
after  about  10  minutes  I 
thought  they’re  not  that  good 


at  ail  really,  certainly  not  as 
good  as  Auxerre  whom  we 
played  before." 

Stone  was  proudly  carrying 
the  shirt  Jurgen  Klinsmann 
had  worn  in  the  game.  The 
German  striker  had  specifi- 
cally gone  over  to  the  Eng- 
land winger  on  the  whistle  to 
present  it  as  a way  of  saying 
sorry.  He  had  read  a story 
that  Stone  was  upset  after  the 
game  between  Forest  and 
Spurs  a year  ago  when  the 
chirpy  Geordie  had  gone  up 
to  him  to  ask  for  his  auto- 
graph; Klinsmann,  not  recog- 
nising Stone,  had  given  him  a 
half-hearted  squiggle. 

■‘1  gave  him  a match  ticket 
to  sign,  which  I was  going  to 
give  to  my  mum.”  said  Stone. 
“But  all  I got  was  what 
amounted  to  a brush-off.  So 
[for  himj  to  come  up  to  me 
after  Tuesday’s  game  and 
offer  me  his  shirt  was  a great 
gesture.” 

Forest  are  hoping  Klins- 
mann’s old  club  Tottenham 
will  be  equally  generous  in 
their  fifth-round  FA  Cup  tie 
on  Saturday,  particularly  as 
Pearce  is  doubtful  because  he 
is  feeling  sore  after  his  return 
from  injury  In  Munich. 

A Forest  win  this  weekend 
would  set  up  a hectic  10  days 
for  the  club.  The  sixth-round 
tie  against  Aston  Villa  is  on 
the  following  Wednesday,  a 
week  before  Bayern's  visit. 
For  Forest  at  the  moment, 
England  Is  a land  of  hope  and 
possible  glory. 

• Nantes  beat  Spartak  Mos- 
cow 2-0  in  their  European 
Cup  quarter-final  last  night 
with  goals  from  their  strikers 
Japhet  ITDoram  (28th  min- 
ute) and  Nicolas  Ouedec 
(65th).  despite  having  Rey- 
nald  Pedros  sent  off. 


Fry  confident  of  landing  Guy 


ARRY  FRY  has  a few 
_ deals  to  complete  before 
e has  to  go  cold  turkey  after 
le  transfer  deadline  on 
[arch  28-  For  a start,  the  Bir- 
i Ingham  City  manager  is 
*ady  to  exchange  his  mid- 
elder Jonathan  Hunt  for 
ieffield  Wednesday's  Guy 
Tiittingham  and  £750,000. 
“I’m  confident  the  Whit- 
ngham  move  will  go 
irough, ” he  said.  “David 
leat  offered  me  Marie  Bright, 
ihn  Sheridan  and  Chris 
addle  but  Whittingham  is 
e one  for  me.  He’s  got  a 
•oven  goalscoring  record 
id  in  this  division  scored  47 
one  season  for  Portsmouth. 
iat‘s  what  he’s  capable  of.  ’ 


Fry  also  hopes  to  recruit 
two  young  Lincoln  City  de- 
fenders, Matt  Carbon  and  Ben 
Dixon.  He  has  sent  Steve  Fin- 
nan to  Notts  County  on  a 
month’s  loan  and  is  ready  to 
release  Chris  Whyte  to  Charl- 
ton on  a free  transfer.  But 
Lou  Donowa’s  propose d move 
to  Swansea  City  has  fallen 
through  after  a medical  diag- 
nosed a heart  problem. 

Birmingham  won  for  the 
first  time  this  year  when  they 
beat  Wolves  2-0  on  Tuesday. 
Paul  Barnes,  the  striker  Fry 
bought  from  York  this  week, 
came  on  as  substitute  to  bring 
the  number  of  players  Bir- 
mingham have  used  in  their 
first  team  this  season  to  42. 


Premiership 

A Villa  3,  Sheff  Wed  2 

Blinker 
sight  for 
sore  eyes 


Tom  Ewans 


TWO  FOREIGN  Imports, 
Regi  Blinker  and  Savo 
Milosevic,  scored  a 
brace  of  goals  apiece  at 
Villa  Park  last  night,  but  it 
was  Villa's  Irish  Interna- 
tional midfielder  Andy 
Townsend  who  settled  mat- 
ters and  kept  Villa’s  Euro- 
charge  very  much  on 
course  with  a rasping  20- 
yard  winner. 

Blinker.  Wednesday’s 
Dutch  import,  needed  only 
eight  minutes  to  make  his 
mark  on  a game  crucial  to 
both  sides.  David  Pleat's 
latest  foreign  buy  seemed 
trapped  near  the  left  corner 
flag,  but  a delightful  back- 
heel  flummoxed  the  Villa 
defenders  Charles  and 
Ehiogu  and  he  was  away. 
Dancing  round  McGrath  be 
drew  Mark  Bosnich  and 
chipped  Into  the  far  corner. 

It  was  a goal  to  take  the 
breath  away,  but  Waddle, 
flie  one  domestic  talent  the 
Continentals  still  covet, 
was  not  to  be  upstaged.  He 
worked  a neat  one-two  with 
Whittingham  to  slice  open 
what  was  until  two  weeks 
ago  the  Premiership’s 
meanest  defence  before 
crossing  to  Pembridge.  His 
tonch  saw  the  ball  brush  an 
upright  roll  along  the  goal- 
line before  a grateful  Bos- 
nich could  reclaim  iL 
Waddle,  fed  by  the  indus- 
trious Hyde,  volleyed  wide 
in  first  half  injury-time. 
Villa  by  then  only  having 
had  a fierce  left-footed  Mi- 
losevic drive  to  salute. 

Villa  attacked  in  droves 
after  the  interval.  Milose- 
vic acrobatically  volleyed 
into  Wood's  arms,  giving 
the  Villa  Park  faithful  the 
now  familiar  bead-in-hand 
pose.  The  Serbian  had  to 
repeat  it  after  rattling  the 
crossbar  with  a fierce 
drive,  but  within  a minute 
he  was  able  to  celebrate  his 
first  goal  in  13  games. 

It  came  when  Briscoe,  de- 
fending on  the  goal-line 
near  the  corner  flag,  inex- 
plicably looped  the  ball 
back  to  his  own  goalkeeper. 
Woods  w as  rooted  to  the 
spot  as  Milosevic  rose  to 
bead  home  from  two  yards. 

This  was  a signal  for  two 
more  goals  in  as  many  min- 
utes. Dwight  Yorke's  de- 
flected shot  fell  perfectly 
for  Milosevic  to  grab  his 
second,  and  immediately 
after  the  restart  Blinker  ex- 
ploited some  hesitancy  be- 
tween McGrath  and  Ehiogu 
with  a snap  shot.  The  ball 
cannoned  into  one  of  his 
own  players  but  back  into 
his  path  for  him  to  volley 
home  his  second  goal  and 
bring  the  sides  level. 

With  the  crowd  still  reel- 
ing, Yorke  backheeled  into 
Townsend's  path  and  the 
midfielder's  drive  left 
Woods  grasping  at  thin  air. 

Aston  vmm  Bosnich.  Charles.  Wright 
Southgate.  McGrath,  Scfmeca.  Joachim. 
Ehiogu.  Milosevic.  Yorfce.  Townsend. 
Sheffield  Wadnradayi  Woods:  Atherton. 
Nolan.  Pembridge.  Blinker.  Hyde,  Walker. 
Waddle,  Kotrscevrc.  WhHttegham. 

□ Eller  ay  (Harrow). 


Leap  in  the  dark  . . . Wednesday's  Darko  Kovacevic  rises  above  Paul  McGrath  at  Villa  Park  photograph:  frank  baron 


Premiership:  Queens  Park  Rangers  1 , Leeds  United  2 

Deadly  Yeboah  given  free  ride 


Jeremy  Alexander 


Leeds  united,  watched 
by  Liverpool’s  manager 
Roy  Evans,  could  have 
been  forgiven  for  playing  like 
a side  in  their  cups  and  out  of 
their  league. 

Instead  they  ended  a run  of 
four  league  defeats  through 
two  goals  by  Yeboah.  who 
would  have  had  a hat-trick  if 
Ready  had  not  cleared  off  the 
line.  Leeds,  already  in  the 
Coca-Cola  final,  will  go  into 
the  FA  Cup  quarter-final  with 
Liverpool  on  Sunday  in  good 
heart. 

The  Queens  Park  Rangers 
manager  Ray  Wilkins,  mea- 
suring words  as  carefully  as 
passes,  said  beforehand:  “We 
are  still  in  a dodgy  situation 
but,  two  games  undefeated, 
we  are  on  a run.” 


Like  many  of  his  runs  it  has 
not  taken  them  anywhere,  but 
it  has  raised  supporters' 
hopes  that  his  determination 
to  play  his  way  out  of  trouble, 
reaffirmed  yesterday,  might 
yet  be  successful. 

After  25  minutes  it  looked 
less  likely  as  Leeds  moved 
easily  into  a 2-0  lead.  By  the 
half-hour,  though,  the  home 
side  had  halved  the  deficit 

Leeds  had  cut  their  journey 
fine,  declaring  their  team  by 
fax  from  the  coach  and  arriv- 
ing only  lialf  an  hour  before 
kick-off.  Rangers,  however, 
were  the  ones  caught  cold. 

Too  often  they  ended  their 
handfuls  of  passes  with  a 
speculative  punt  forward  that 
Wetherali  and  Beesley  gob- 
bled. It  gave  Leeds  the  chance 
to  settle  and  more.  After  10 
minutes  Palmer  received 
from  McAllister,  fed  Gray  on 


the  right  and  Yeboah  lost  his 
marker  Ready  at  the  near 
post  for  a simple  header. 
Andrew  Gray,  son  of  Frank, 
at  once  showed  he  had  a left 
foot  like  his  Uncle  Eddie  with 
a rasping  shot 

Ready  and  all  soon  lost  Ye- 
boah again.  Running  through 
the  middle  he  passed  to  Bro- 
Iin.  floated  right  behind  the 
defence  and  found  himself 
equally  unopposed  to  score 
from  the  return. 

Rangers  had  threatened  lit- 
tle except  through  Sinclair, 
who  successively  tied  Wor- 
thington and  Wetherali  in 
knots  without  an  end  product. 
Then  Gallen  brought  a sharp 
save  from  Lukic  on  to  the  post 
before  he  went  one  better, 
crowning  Dichlo’s  attacking 
run  with  atom  and  shot. 

Rangers  would  have  been 
level  at  the  interval  if  the 


‘per  had  not  parried 
im  Gallen  again  as  the 
Ranger  responded  first  to 
Barker's  quick  free-kick. 

After  the  Interval  Rangers' 
midfield,  stepped  up  the  pres- 
sure. Lukic  kept  out  Dichio's 
shot  and  Holloway’s  header, 
then  in  a double  save  the  goal- 
keeper pushed  out  Yates's 
header  and  Wetherali  blocked 
Barker’s  follow-up. 

Wetherali  was  shortly  the 
villain,  handling  a harmless 
cross  under  Dichio’s  pressure, 
but  Gallen's  penalty,  weakly 
struck,  reprieved  him.  Wil- 
kins’s run  had  ended.  Rangers, 
for  the  13th  time  in  the  league, 
had  lost  by  one  goal 

Qaoon*  Park  Hangar*!  Sommer; 
Bardalry.  Chalhs  Ready.  Yates.  Barker 
iBrazior,  E9m>n).  Holloway,  Oaashia. 
Dlctuo.  Gallen  Woodridge,  83).  Stoctetr. 
Laadr  United:  Lukic;  Radeba.  Wetherali. 
Beesley.  Worthington.  Palmer.  McAllister. 
Ford.  Gray,  Yoooah.  Broun  (MasAtga.  78). 
G PoO  (Trlng) 


Burnley  bring  Heath  back  to  the  Moor 


Ian  Ross 


Adrian  heath  win 
today  be  named  as  the 
manager  of  Burnley, 
the  club  he  left  less  than  three 
months  ago. 

The  former  Everton  for- 
ward has  accepted  the  Lanca- 
shire club's  invitation  to 
succeed  Jimmy  Mullen,  who 
resigned  last  month.  He  will 
be  introduced  today  at  a 
lunchtime  press  conference. 

After  three  successful  play- 
ing years  at  Turf  Moca*,  Heath 
departed  in  December  to  take 
up  the  post  of  assistant  to  the 


Results 

Soccer 

FA  CAHUNG  PREMIERSHIP 


Aateo  VT*»  |01  S 

MHosevtc  61.  62 
Townsend  75 

Shetr  Wed  11)  2 

Blinker  ft  63 
27.893 

OPR  (1)  1 
Qallen  TO 
1 13.991 

Leads  12)  2 
Yeboah  10.  2S 

ENOSLEfGH  LEAGUE 

Second  Division 

N«ta  Co  (1)  2 
Battarsby  9 

Jones  53 

Mesa  (1)  1 

(Jghlbourno  17 
4.050 

Wsoornbo  (Oi  o 
3.468 

BHmIAob  (Or  S 

Minton  55 
McOorrlgte  80 

SCOTTISH  LEAGUE 

Hist  Dhdston 

AJrdrte  (3)  S 

-Homey  13 
Smith  16 
Cooper  TT 

ttedltnii  KM  o 

1.021 

ChaiTuiirtfhre  (1)  1 

Petrie  1 
5.580 

Oiaidee  (1)  1 

N Dully  11 

Third  Division 

Ron  County  ill  1 
vtine  33  (peril 
1.067 

Albion  (0)  1 

Byrne  64 

EUROPEAN  CUPi  Orerfer-firafa,  Oral 

lev  Abates  2.  Spartak  Moscow  Or  Real 
Madrid  1.  Juventu?  0;  Borussia  Dortmund 
a Ajax  Amsterdam  3;  legia  Warsaw  G. 
Pan  ath  in  altos  Atnons  0. 

UtOBOHD  LEAauet  PlmManfs  Cme 
First-round  rapkyi  Boston  LBd  4.  Altrc- 
ran  Tn  0. 

PONTIUS  LEAGUE:  First  Division! 

Blackburn  2,  Liverpool  2,  Deny  I.  £M» 
Utd  1.  Wolverhampton  0.  Newcastle  1. 
Second  CW vision:  HudderaieU  0.  Port 


Sheffield  United  manager 
Howard  Kendall.  He  has  ap- 
peared for  United  this  season 
but  it  is  unclear  whether  he 
intends  to  continue  his  play- 
ing career  at  Turf  Moor. 

Burnley  lie  17th  In  the 
Second  Division  and  are  in 
danger  of  being  relegated  for 
a second  successive  season. 

Heath,  aged  35.  has  beaten  a 
host  of  more  experienced  men 
to  land  the  job.  Among  the 
leading  contenders  were  Mike 
Walker,  the  former  Everton 
manager,  and  Brian  Laws,  the 
Grimsby  manager. 

Michael  Thomas  is  still  un- 
decided as  to  whether  he 


Vote  Z Hull  4 Grimsby  1.  Man  C 1.  Bum- 
ley  1,  Middlesbrough  0.  Leicester  Z RoOt- 
arham  C Barnsley  1:  Sunderland  3.  Mara- 
fleto  0 York  2.  Bradlord  C 1.  Third 
DM*ob  Carlisle  3.  Scarborough  0;  Ches- 
ter 2.  Lmcoln  0:  Wigan  6.  Scunthorpe  0 
AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION: 
Pb-at  DMsIcrb  Bristol  C 2,  Arsenal  1; 
Chart  ion  2.  Ovlord  Uld  1;  Crystal  Palace  0. 
Chobea  ft  kawidi  i.  Norwich  0,  Lulen  3, 
Wimbledon  V Waiterd  2.  MiHwalt  4 
ffaeonrt  DMsfcan:  Both  1,  Bournemouth  l; 

Birmingham  a.  Torquay  £ Cardifl  1.  Plym- 
outh i. 

M COUNTIES  LEAQUGr  Cap!  Send- 
Ihdi  Southampton  t.  TottenAam  Z 
SPRING  HEATH  PRINT  CAPITAL 

LEAGUE:  Brentford  5.  Leyton  Orient  0. 
Cambridge  uid  a.  Southend  UW  ft  Cot- 
chaster  UQ  1.  Reading  2.  FtiRam  2,  Cr* tr- 
ie, Tn  1.  Woking  3.  Gillingham  3 
LEAGUE  OF  WAUSs  Porthmadog  1, 
Aberystwyth  ft  Cwmbran  2.  Briton  Ferry  1. 
IRISH  LEAGUES  Coca-Cola  Floodlit 
Cap:  Bid  teem  Portadown  o.  Gtentoron 
f. 

Rugby  Union 

RSPRESCMTATTVB  HATCtti  East  Mid- 
lands 47.  Barbarians  13. 

CLUB  HATCHES!  Cambridge  Uni*  30. 
Penguin  46.  Ciittan  17.  RAF  »5r  Gala  1 2. 
Newcastle  Gosforth  24  Nuneaton  16. 
Rugby  2ft  Oxtord  Urn*  SI  Kama  Gakuln 
Unu#  27. 

HART  GILMORE  POUR  COUNTIES 
CHAMPWNSWPi  Worcs  & Heretwaanue 
27.  Glr  Birmingham  12. 

Tennis 

IRDPS  WORLD  INDOOR  TOURNAMENT 
I Boner  dame.  FM  rMaXfc  M Haasat 
ISwit)  M J van  Ledum  (Nettil  6-2.  6-3.  J 
Httogh  (NaVil  W A QthovBkty  (Hus)  7-6. 
7-6.  Second  round:  G Roam  (Fn  bl  A 
Boetwh  iFr)  6-4. 6-2.-  T Hen  nn  (i3Bj  bt  C 
Moya  (Sp)  7-6.  6-d  G IratewL  (Cro)  bl 
F Dewull  i Bel)  7-6.  T-5.  P Sampras  IDS) 
bt  T Garbo  noil  (Sp|  6-1.  3-6  7-5. 
MEXICAN  OKM  I Mexico  City).  Foot 
reurdi  T Huetar  lAull  W J Woca  iSp) 
6-4.  6-*.  L Lobo  (ArgJ  bt  E flan  Itsrj  6-3. 
3-6  B-3.  F MaatOa  f5p)  01  J Cunfta- Silva 


should  accept  Liverpool’s 
offer  of  an  improved  3 ’/i -year 
contract  “It  will  be  the  hard- 
est decision  of  my  career,”  he 
said  yesterday.  “It’s  50-50.  I 
honestly  don’t  know  what  I 
will  do. 

“My  heart  says  I should 
stay  and  sign  but  my  bead 
says,  what  happens  if  I do 
sign  and  then  find  myself  in 
the  reserves  for  3‘/>  years? 
That  would  drive  me  crazy." 

Although  Thomas,  bought 
for  £1.5  million  from  Arsenal 
at  the  end  of  1991,  currently 
finds  himself  feted  as  an  inte- 
gral part  of  a side  with  de- 
signs on  the  Doable,  he  has 


(Perl  7-6.  6-i;  J Prana  (Arg)  bt  O Ortiz 
(Mux)  6-2.  6-7.  7-5:  J Tnnulion  (Sp)  ttt  T 
Rasccm  (Sp)  6-3,  6-1:  P W«  iFr)  bt  L 
Morujon  (Ecu)  7-6. 6-2:  J Nuuk  (Czj  bl  F 
Montana  (US)  6-7.  6-0.  6-1:  P M—gaai 
(Bra  I bl  U FUnoon  I Co!)  6-4.  7-6.  6-2  B 
Sbatton  (US)  bt  M rnrtiev  (GB)  3-6.  7-6. 
9-2;  L Lavala  (U««J  bt  S Campbell  (l)S) 
6-3.  6-2. 

FRANKLIN  TEMPLKTON  CLASSIC 
(Scored ate.  Arizona):  Brat  rand:  T Ha- 
te (US)  bl  S Oraoer  lAmt  6-*.  6-3:  A 
Costa  (Sp)  M C Costa  (Sp)  7-5.  6-4.  « 
Mss  (Chile)  bt  A Cheanokov  iflua)  6-1. 

6- »:  M Lomsoa  (Swat  bt  M Ondrusha  (SA) 

7- 6.  6-1.  J Bioduai  (Sura)  M H Sumy 
(Arg)  6-4.  3-6.  6-1;  J BraHo  iSpl  bi  A 
Carr  ala  ISp)  3-6.  6-3.  6-4:  S StoOa  (Are) 
bt  Y 0 AynateH  (Mori  7-6. 6-3.  » Edberg 
(Star/  tn  S Peacosohdo  tty  7-5.  6-3:  D 
Nutor  (Can)  bt  L Jansen  (uSI  6-3. 6-4. 

Golf 

SAHARA  CUP  (dor  re  Salam):  Africa  2, 
ttampa  3 (Afrm  first  '=amataur):  a l*- 
wnaan/T  Joint ima  65  bl  I Worenam/C 
Rocca  66;  *Y  ■ Itaadanl/B  Fappaa  70  bt 
A ftjfs&ran Ctfifca  7Z  I Pstmer/R  MIH- 
ttb  66  lost  to  S Tumi  cars  Billwumn 
66.  M MaVrounelH  Buhrmonn  71  tost  10  D 
CBford/P  Walton  89:  W Wretncr/R  Goo- 
sen  71  tosl  IO  m Jtenas/H  Oar*  67 

Basketball 

KORAC  CUP;  Final!  PM  lOH  Bre  Pltaen 
Istanbul  76.  Stetanel  Milan  69 
NBAi  Toronto  W.  Detroit  IQS;  Cl  eve  Land 
101  (o£).  Seattle  ter:  Miami  113.  Minne- 
sota 72:  la  Clipper*  105  Now  York  88: 
Charlotte  97.  Orlando  123;  Chicago  115. 
Milwaukee  166;  Dallas  127.  New  Jersey 
117.  Phoenix  u»  Indiana  95.  Portland  33. 
Houston  iCtr.  Golden  State  HO.  Vancouver 
78.  Sacramento  97.  Utah  112 


been  injured  or  out  of  favour 
for  much  of  his  four  years  at 
Anfleld. 

Everton  have  foiled  again 
to  persuade  Oldham  Athletic 
to  part  with  their  England 


Bowls 


HOMS  INTERNATIONAL  CHAMPION- 
SHIPS (Auehtnleek)'  England  12*.  Ire- 
land 108  (Eng  ura)-  A Aiooefc  bl  S 
Adamson  20-18.  D Ward  K R Battcrsbv 
23-12:  A Thomson  bt  G UcCtay  23-12.  J 
Bell  tost  to  S Horan  54-3J-  & Smith  drew 


Under-Zl  goalkeeper  Paul 
GerrarcL  Joe  Royle  lodged  a 
bid  of  about  £700.000  at  the 
weekend  only  to  be  told  — 
much  as  he  was  a month  ago 
— that  Gerrard  was  not  for 
Sell? 

With  die  37-year-old  Neville 
Southall  yet  to  sign  a new 
contract,  the  Everton  man- 
ager may  switch  his  atten- 
tions to  Crystal  Palace’s  Nigel 
Martyn. 


SWytte  18-18:  GHortow  Ion  u RMoCune 
tt-22. 

WOMEN'S  AU  ENGLAND  INDOOR 
CHAMPIONS! BPS  (Southampton)-  Trt- 
pra  9 mil  Wultei  PwBwooIr  Pbrfc  (P 

Clark)  bt  Cambridge  Chesterton  (S  Rit- 
chie) 22-18.  Bttntlaw  (P  Mo/plest  bt 
Eg  ham  (K  Strutt)  2*~K>.  Pfca*  Pndbroofc 
Park  bt  Boreettaw  16-14.  UnhadgH 
pakrK  FM  round;  Ob*  |M  HowordlC 
Baker)  bl  Prince  Arthur  IB  HedgecodtfL 
Ryan)  25-10.  Cofafmstar  (P  Howert/J  foo- 
ter/ bl  ctnrtey  IS  Kltaon/V  Sayward) 
21-17.  WhBafcn^ht*  (P  Pond/S  Sullivan) 
bt  Weakten  U HowsonM  Hooper)  23-17; 
March  (K  Hu  board/ □ Miller)  bt  7ye  Green 
(R  Howss/G  MllcmnoonJ  18-18  (eee).  Yao- 
vfl  (M  JsnUtM.  M Fellows)  bt  Westminster. 
BracMey  ( J Cheshire'S  Watkw)  28-12:  Ow 
Aig  (A  Parker fS  Ollier)  bl  King  George 
FioW  (L  Thorogood/J  Annan)  21-12;  Oraat 
AycWfa  (J  Hrelop.’B  Mangles)  bt  New- 
quay (M  EamshOw.  J HfUOTeU}  23-10:  City 
of  Oh  mkijliuii  (D  Green'S  Tow)  bt  tete  at 
Wight  IR  Large/ A OetmeSe)  21-19. 

Billiards 

UK  auamOHSHIPa  (IVlganJ:  SemL 
finrfa  O Ceusler  (Eng)  bt  S AgarwOl  find) 
1729-1306. 

Cricket 

WILLS  WOOD  COR  Oran  A;  Kanpur? 

India  247-5  (V  G KamDli  106.  N S SuJhu  80) 
v Zimbabwe  207  India  wan  by  40  runs. 
Kandy:  Sri  Lanka  399-5  lPf.de  Silva  MS. 
A P Gurus  inns  84.  A Horaiunga  75no). 
Ken>a  254-7  (S  Tikak*  90)  Sri  Lanka  won 
by  144  runs  Group  Bi  Lahore:  Pakistan 
231-6  iSseod  Anwar  52.  Safim  Malik  55m. 
fiamlr  So  lull  S0|.  Now  Zealand  235  Paki- 
stan won  by  48  run*. 


Hockey 


HSPRESEKTAT1V&  Army  1.  Beikshire  1. 
BRITISH  UMVERSITIRS  CHAMPION- 
SHIPS: Senfr Raata:  Men:  LoughDaraugn 
2.  Birmingham  a Southampton  i Srunel  4. 
Womens  Cambridge  1.  Birmingham  2. 
Loughborough  Z Hertoi-Watt  0. 

BRITISH  AEROSPACE  ENQLISH 
SCHOOLGIRLS  11-16  CHAMPIONSHIP 


Bruce  Riocb,  who  missed 
Arsenal's  3-1  over  Manches- 
ter City  on  Tuesday  night, 
is  reported  to  have  been 
in  Milan  watching  Bixente 
Lizerazu,  France’s  little  at- 
tacking left-back,  play  for 
Bordeaux  in  the  Uefe  Cup 
quarter-final  first  leg. 

The  French  were  utterly 
subdued  at  San  Sfro:  Bordeaux 
lost  2-0  and  lizerazu  earned  a 
lowly  five  in  LTSquipe.  But 
Bordeaux  may  not  be  ready  to 
part  with  their  captain  for  £3 
million  even  if  they  are  elimi- 
nated by  Milan;  they  still  have 
some  way  to  go  to  avoid  rele- 
gation this  season. 


(Milton  Keynre)'  Chettonham  LC  o.  Homy 
Con  (Faratwmi  ft  Amok)  (Lancs)  0.  King 
Edward  VI  (Edgboston)  J;  Corl  0.  franv 
I ig ham  Earl  1:  Edward  VII.  Arnold  1;  Ed- 
ward VI  4.  Cort  ft  Cheltenham  1.  Fraro- 
Irngnani  1:  Cort  ft  Arnold  ft  Framnngham 
2.  Edward  VI  3. 

Ice  Hockey 

NHb  Pittsburgh  9.  Winnipeg  4;  NY  bland- 
ara  £.  Boston  ft  Tampa  Bay  2.  Chicago  ft 
St  Louis  z Florida  ft  Colorado  3.  San  Jobs 
5.  Anaheim  l.  Dallas  3. 

Alpine  Skiing 


Rugby  Union 

Leonard 
escapes 
a ban 


lanMalin 


THE  England  prop  Jason 
Leonard  was  last  night 
cleared  to  play  in  the  Tri- 
ple Crown  decider  against  Ire- 
land at  Twickenham  on  Sat- 
urday week.  A Five  Nations 
hearing  ruled  that  he  was  not 
guilty  of  punching  Scotland's 
captain  Rob  Wain  wright  dur- 
ing a ruck  at  Murrayfieid  last 
weekend. 

The  hearing,  chaired  by 
France's  Marcel  Martin,  ex- 
amined video  footage  of  the 
incident  and  decided  the  evi- 
dence of  deliberate  foul  play 
was  inconclusive.  Leonard 
had  been  cited  by  the  Scottish 
Rugby  Union  last  Sunday. 

An  SRU  spokesman,  Char- 
lie Lai dlaw,  said  last  night: 
“While  accepting  the  commis- 
sioner's decision,  we’re  ex- 
tremely disappointed  that  no 
action  is  being  taken  against 
the  player.” 

Leonard  would  bav&faced  a 
30-day  suspension  if  found 
guilty.  Now  the  first  English- 
man to  be  cited  will  be  free  to 
win  a 49th  cap  against 
Ireland. 

The  Harlequins  player  said 
after  the  bearing:  “I  was  al- 
ways confident  I had  not  been 
guilty  of  an  act  of  foul  play.” 

• France  have  dropped 
Thierry  Lacroix,  the  leading 
points  scorer  in  last  year’s 
World  Cup,  for  the  Five 
Nations  game  against  Wales 
in  Cardiff  on  Saturday  week. 
He  is  replaced  in  the  cen- 
tre by  Stephane  GLas.  Marc 
de  Rougemont  returns  at 
hooker  and  Sylvalh  Dispagne 
replaces  the  injured  Fabien 
Felons  at  No.  8. 

FRANCS:  J L tfoiluuMHf  (Cetomtorey:  > 
Htowiqpk  (TouiouM).  » Otam  (BourgoinL 
O CtolHMi  (Agon).  P lolW  «ndrt  (Moot- 
tenand.  capQ;  T CretM^Ma  ITouioum). 
a Atoouabany  (BOgtret;  w Dwui*» 
(Narbonna).  M da  IhuRNonl  (Toulon).  C 
C4llmo  froulauM).  O Itaianot  (Oax).  A 
■wait!  (Agon).  L CMmwi  (Racing).  R 
Costal,  a Ptepsgna  (both  Teuton**). 
RapUcamant*!  A P«»«wd  (Brlve)  F 
OaliliU  (Cotomlaro).  O Brnuaat 
(OraitoflHt).  J H numfi  (Bayonne).  M 
(Toulon).  R Pwtfa  (Oax). 


Tennis 


(LlHatuunmer)'  Mi  ..  . 

Mb  i.  L Kius  \ Men  imin  cr.Oftwc;  2.  G 
Mad  or  (Auu  1J7  Aft  3.  K Qhedlna  (It) 
1J7  48  Final  standhiyO!  1.  L Alohand  (Ff ) 

677pts.  2.  G Model  (Aut)  407:  3.  P OrtJleto 
(Aut)  3SS.  Overate  t.  K(us  i.iaSpta;  Z 
Mader  956;  3.  M «on  Gfuesrtgeti  (Swttz) 
83A  Hatton*  Cup  WMdNpi  1.  A oabia 
5,474pb:  2.  Switzerland  3.544;  3.  Italy 
3.409 

Wonret's  rtn*ntel»:  1.  H Zurbrtggen 
(Swttz)  1mm  102Soac:  2.  1 Kosoier  (It) 
1 70.26: 3.  K Setztngor  (Gar)  1.1080  M 
rtmrtitpi  ».  P Sfcoet  (US)  640pte.  2.  Sar- 
Ztogsi  485.  3.  ZurDrlggen  44a.  Ovorate  1. 


Soj^rgsr  LZSStre  2 A Wacnwr  (Aut)  943; 


tGeri  934.  Monona  Cup 
tags:  1.  Austria  4 827pw  2.  Germany 
3.563:  3 Switzerland  3.049. 


Fixtures 


(7J0  unless  stated) 

Soccer 

TEMNENTS  SCOTTISH  CUP:  Fifth 
round:  St  Johnstone  v Hearts  iB  0). 
UNBOND  LEAGUE]  CtiaiHlga  Copt 
Foarth  rhmmI:  Hytfe  Uttf  v Lancastor  C 
K»  LEAGUCi  Socontf  HvMm:  Brack, 
noil  tn  u TiRjury 

POHTIHS  LEAGUE:  Flrot  DMHone  Mon 

Lfto  1 Shott  Wed  *7  <Tr.  ft  Bn  Forest  v Notts 
County  iT.Ci 


Another  scalp 
for  Henman 


TIM  HENMAN  confounded 
the  rankings  for  the 
second  day  in  succession  yes- 
terday at  the  ATP  World  In- 
door event  in  Rotterdam, 
where  he  beat  the  Spanish 
world  No.  58  Carlos  Moya  7-6. 

6-4  to  claim  a quarter-final 
place,  writes  David  Irvine. 

The  21-year-old  from 
Oxfordshire  is  now  in  line  for 
a third  crack  at  the  world 
No.  1 Pete  Sampras.  Henman 
was  beaten  in  straight  sets  by 
the  American  when  he  quali- 
fied for  his  first  big  ATP  Tour 
event  in  Tokyo  In  1933  and 
again  when  given  a wild  card 
into  Wimbledon  last  year. 

Henman  again  had  to  qual- 
ity for  the  main  draw  this 
week  but  that  may  soon  not 
be  necessary  for  a while,  as 
earning  a quarter-final  place 
should  lift  him  from  79th  to  a 
mid-60s  ranking.  Moya,  19 
and  a former  European  junior 
champion,  soared  from  346th 
to  63rd  in  the  rankings  during 
1995. 

So  for  this  year  has  gone  ^ 
well  for  Henman,  who  is  bap-  ^ 
piest  on  the  foster  surfeces.  In  3 
Australia  in  January  the 
young  Briton  had  notable  wins 
over  the  talented  19-year-old 
Mark  Philippoussis  and  the 
former  Grand  Slam  Cup  win- 
ner Petr  Korda,  and  he 
reached  the  semi-finals  of  the 
Shanghai  Open  early  in  Feb- 
ruary. More  recently  in  Mar- 
seille he  came  close  to  beating 
the  former  French  Open 
champion  Sergi  Bruguera. 

• A wrist  injury  has  forced 
the  former  British  No.  1 Jer- 
emy Bates  to  pull  out  of  the 
ATP  Challenger  in  Stock- 
holm, where  he  was  to  play 
the  German  Lars  Rehmann  in 
the  second  round. 


AVON  INSURANCS  COMBINATION! 
iNORd  Division!  Newport  AFC  * 

Birmingham. 

Rugby  Union 

mMEBBMTATIW  MATCMi  Panzonce  & 
Nowtyn  U-21  v MRC  Tokyo. 

Rugby  League 

ALLIANCE  CUP,  B»,nl  tWn>:  mare  V 
StortteM  Eogtes. 

Basketball 

MPWBm  LEAOUKj  Derby  v London 
160). 

Hockey 


rA77VEr  Royal  Natry  v CiWt 
Service  (12.0.  Portsmouth). 

BRITISH  AEROSPACE  ENGLISH 
SCHOOLGIRLS  0-18  CHAMPIONSHIP 

|Ths  Stadium.  Mflton  Koynw  940) 


• MILLS  LANE  has  boon  named  id  «M>r- 
m Frank  Bruno’s  WBC  heavywalgbi  Me 
detenca  agolnat  Mike  Tyson  n Ltn  Vegas 
on  Saturday  week.  Lone  has  been  the  third 
man  In  78  world  championship  fight! ; 9te 
Nevada  Athtetic  Comnitoaton  also  ap- 
pointed the  repcrtenced  BrrUh  retereo 
LftiTT  O’Conow  w ww  erf  the  three  judges 
along  wMi  the  ARieneon  Jerry  Rom  and  • 
the  Thai  Anak  Konglon^am 

• Newcastle  Warrkn  ware  yesterday 
tewd  SWF2JOO  (TUBS)  tty  ate  intoma- 
oonai  tn  Hockey  Federation,  writes  Vic  ■ . 
Batchaidar.  The  club  Ignored  an  IIHF  in- 
sttuntai  endorsed  by  the  amah  ossocia-  ' 
ton.  not  to  Olay  the  Swedes  Lore  Tungi 
and  Nttdaa  GuOBoon  before  a dispute  wip 
the  Swedish  tedsralion  over  Bvsir  unem*  - 
tonal  clearance  had  been  rM4Wad 

Bom  Dtoyt-ra  ware  signed  from  m« 
Swedish  chib  Vastty  m January  and  tn« 
vanatora  have  sates  been  approved. 

Wayna  Orecky  I sited  la  score  a pocito* 
nts  home  debut  tor  S touts  Skies  U 
pronounced  htmsuH  “unglins"  as  tea 
beat  Florida  Panthers  2-0 
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Rugby  League 


THE  Barbarians  were 
given  an  embarrass- 
ing seven-try  run- 
around by  Northamp- 
ton. thinly  disguised  as  the 
East  Midlands,  in  a non- 
stop exhibition  of  expan- 
sive rugby  yesterday. 

Grant  Seely,  the  hosts’ 
No.  8,  led  the  scoring  spree 
with  a couple  of  first-half 
tries  that  paved  the  way  for 
the  East  Midlands’  biggest 
margin  of  victory  in  the 
annual  Mobbs  Memorial 
fixture  since  it  began  75 
years  ago.  But  the  three 
tries  the  Barbarians  did 
score  raised  £900  for  youth 
rugby  from  the  so-called 
Amicable  Gesture,  made  by 
the  match  sponsors  Scot- 
tish Amicable. 

The  East  Midlands  were 


Golf 


able  to  select  a full-strength 
Northampton  side  includ- 
ing the  England  half-backs 
Grayson  and  Dawson  be- 
cause Saints’  Courage 
League  Two  match  at 
Wakefield  had  been 
switched  from  next  Satur- 
day to  a later  date.  Ian 
McGeechan,  Northampton’s 
director  of  rugby,  promptly 
gave  his  players  the  green 
light 

It  had  been  intended  to 
choose  players  from  Bed- 
ford for  the  East  Midlands 
team  but  that  club,  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  rearranged 
a postponed  league  game 
for  Saturday. 

Scotland’s  Gregor  Town- 
send and  half  a dozen 
England  internationals 
who  took  part  in  last  Satur- 
day’s Calcutta  Cup  match 
relished  the  quick  tempo 
and  free-flowing  style  on  a 
day  that  provided  a marked 


contrast  to  the  grimly 
fought  Murrayfield  fixture. 
Townsend,  at  centre  for  the 
East  Midlands,  plundered 
two  well-worked  tries  in 
the  third  quarter  to  nip 
in  the  bud  a Barbarians 
rally. 

Jonathan  Davies,  whose 
previous  appearance  for 
the  Barbarians  had  been  in 
1988.  found  few  opportuni- 
ties to  demonstrate  the 
skills  that  won  him  inter- 
national honours  in  union 
and  league,  though  his  cut- 
out passes  were  a treat  to 
watch.  His  promising  half- 
back partnership  with  Wa- 
les’s most  capped  scrum- 
half  Robert  Jones  failed  to 
blossom  because  of  a seri- 
ous lack  of  first-phase  pos- 
session. not  to  mention  the 
domination  of  Northamp- 
ton’s loose  forwards  in  bro- 
ken play. 

Nevertheless,  Bristol's 


Paul  Hull  underlined  his 
international  quality  as  a 
fail-back  with  a series  of 
enterprising  breaks  down 
the  flanks  that  only  petered 
out  through  lack  of  close 
support  by  the  three-quar- 
ters. Austin  Healey,  chosen 
out  of  position  on  the  left 
wing,  worked  imagina- 
tively to  keep  the  Barbar- 
ians in  the  hunt  with  his 
cheeky  sidestep  and  jinking 
runs,  one  of  which  pro- 
duced a late  try  in  the  right 
corner  that  made  the  score- 
line  more  respectable. 

At  one  stage  the  Barbar- 
ians, who  trailed  28-14  at 
half-time,  went  for  21  min- 
utes without  conceding  a 
try,  a hiatus  that  hinted  at 
a second-half  revival.  How- 
ever, the  invitation  side 
bad  reckoned  without  the 
East  Midlands’  determina- 
tion to  treat  the  fixture 
more  like  a league  game 


than  the  traditional  let- 
yon  r-hair-d  own  occasion. 
When  Tim  Rodber  gave 
way  to  the  replacement 
Simon  Foale  in  the  dosing 
minutes  he  wore  the  smile 
of  a competitor  well 
pleased  with  his  after- 
noon's work.  The  applause 
from  the  5,129  crowd  sig- 
nalled a thumping  home 
win. 

SCOBBSi  tad  -itanta;  TMm  Seely 
2.  Townsend  2.  Seal.  PWlBps.  Poufltney. 
Conversions!  Grayson  6.  IoMbb 
Trlaai  Healoy.  Johnson.  Topping. 
Oemrriosc  Davies  2. 

■AST  wtum  loll  Northern pwi>  » 
Hootar  MB»i.  OTowtmnd.il  Alan.  C 
M*  P Oroyson.  M Dmmok  ■ Vota 
T Beddow,  C Allan.  J PM  dips, 
BairfMd.  T Rodber  (eapl:  S Reals. 
74mln).  a Sooty.  T Pourtney. 
BARBARIANS:  P Kurt  (BrtstoO;  A Hial«t 
(Ofrall).  K Mrfblta  (BacSve  Ranges). 
O Evsas  INsatti),  J Tnpptag  t&altymenal; 
J O— In  (Cardiff;  Ihlwil  Moo*.  Walsall, 
741.  R Jones  (Swansea,  capi):  O 
Btfwnb— ■ R CtdrwR  D CWrtortb  (all 
Leicester).  C Johnson  (Bishop's 
Stortlord).  • Murrey  (Edinburgh 
Academicals).  C Pin.  (Old  Weslaysna).  ■ 
— • (Bath).  L DaBagBo  (Wasps). 
k 0 Bonn  (Wales). 


Langer  cut  up  by  old  problem 


David  Davies 
In  Coral  Springs 


iERNHARD  LANGER 
.missed  his  first  cut  any- 
* where  in  the  world  for 
three  years  at  the  Doral 
Ryder  Open  in  Miami  last 
week  He  did  not  like  it  and 
his  reaction  was  instant  He 
took  himself  off  to  Boca  Raton 
just  up  the  road  to  a man 
named  Dave  Pelt2.  who 
specialises  in  short-game 
coaching,  in  search  of  surgery. 

Langer.  who  three  times  in 
his  career  has  overcome  the 
worst  affliction  in  golf,  the 
yips,  is  close  to  succumbing 
for  a fourth  time.  Since  last 
Friday  afternoon,  when  he 
teamed  he  had  missed  the  cut 
by  one  shot,  he  has  tried  10 
different  putters,  according  to 
his  caddie  Pete  Coleman, 
with  none  making  any  appre 
clable  difference. 

“He  went- to  see  Peltz.”  said 


Coleman,  “and  all  they 
worked  on  was  putting.  But 
the  trouble  is  that  even  his 
special  anti-yip  grip  isn't 
working  now.  He’s  breaking 
his  left  elbow  as  he  comes 
into  the  ball  and  he’s  not  just 
not  holing  anything,  he's 
missing  lots  of  short  ones 
too.” 

Coleman  has  been  with 
Langer  through  all  his  .trou- 
bles, has  seen  his  man  go 
from  one  of  the  worst  to  one 
of  the  brat  putters  in  the 
world  and  back  again  three 
times  already.  He  has  been 
with  him  throughout  his  re- 
cord run  of  68  tournaments  in 
Europe  without  missing  a cut, 
and  has  carried  the  bag  in 
two  Masters  victories.  “He 
played  well  enough  to  win  in 
the  Johnnie  Walker  Classic 
in  Singapore  in  January,” 
said  Coleman,  “but  his  put- 
ting was  awful. 

"He’s  been  looking  ibr  a 
long  putter,”  added  Coleman. 


“but  the  problem  over  here  is 
finding  one."  Not  many  play- 
ers in  the  United  States  use 
the  “broomstick”  putter. 

The  long  putter  is  one  of  the 
simpler  remedies  for  the 
many  ills  that  afflict  profes- 
sionals. More  complicated  is 
an  instrument  devised  to 
remove  the  pain  from  that 
great  bane  of  all  golfers,  judg- 
ing distance.  It  brings  laser 
measurement  to  file  gamp  and 
should  eliminate  the  most 
common  moan  of  golfer  to 
caddie:  “You  gave  me  the 
wrong  yardage”. 

.Originally  developed  for 
use  in  rifles,  it  enables 
caddies  who  can  afford  $3^00 
(£2,200)  to  produce  irrefutable 
evidence  that  they  have  the 
right  yardage,  and  gives  play- 
ers absolute  confidence.  A 
simple  push-button  operation 
enables  measurements  from 
and  to  any  point  on  the 
course.  Press  another  button 
and  the  yardage  is  displayed 


digitally  within  the  binocu- 
lar-style instrument 

It  can  be  used  only  during 
practice  rounds  but  Is  already 
making  inroads  into  amateur 
golf;  it  has  been  installed  on 
carts  at  plusher  resorts  in  an 
attempt  to  speed  up  play. 

This  week's  Honda  Classic, 
at  the  Eagle  Trace  dub  here 
in  Florida  has  attracted  an- 
other strong  field,  and  has  a 
history  of  being  won  by  a 
good  player.  Last  year  it  was 
Mark  O'Meara,  with  Nick 
Faldo  runner-up  and  Ian 
Woosnam  third:  in  1994  Nick 
Price  won,  with  Langer  tied 
for  fourth  and  Sandy  Lyle, 
here  again  this  week,  tied  for 
ninth.  Fred  Couples  won  in 
1993  and  the  year  before  that 
it  was  Corey  Pavin. 

Faldo,  after  further  consulta- 
tion with  his  coach  David 

Lead  better,  believes  his  swing 

became  too  short  and  fast  in 
last  week's  wind  and  he  ex- 
pects to  do  better  this  week. 


Skiing 


Snowline 
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Early  victory  tonic  for  slimline  Ballesteros 


Michael  Britten  in  Rabat 


eEVERIAN0 . Ballesteros 
t9retums  from  a five-month 
break  from  tournament  play 
hers  today  with  new  clubs,  a 
new  caddie  and  a plea  for 
patience.  Having  made  a win- 
ning start  to  his  reign  as 
Ryder  Cup  captain  by  leading 
Europe  to  a 3-2.  win  over 
Africa  in  the  curtain-raising 
Sahara  Cup,  be  knows  his 
chances  of  similar  success  in 

the  Moroccan  Open  at  Royal 
Dar  ra  Salaam  look  as  slim  as 
bis  new  waistline. 

Yesterday  he  and  Sam  Tor- 
rance beat  the  South  Africans 
lan  Palmer  and  Roger  Wes- 
sels  68-68  in  the  four-ball 
medal  matchplay  contest 
after  his  10-man  side,  contain- 
ing eight  of  the  victorious 
Ryder  Cup  squad,  had  lost  the 
first  two  games. 


The  Spaniard  promptly 
warned  his  supporters  not  to 
expect  too  much  too  soon.  “I 
ask  everyone  to  be  patient 
with  me,”  said  Ballesteros, 
who  has  spent  the  164  days 
since  his  demoralising  Ryder 
Cup  defeat  by  Tpm  fjehman 


enjoying  family  life  and  shed- 
ding 121b  through  exercise 
and  diet 

“It  will  not  be  easy  to  come 
back  after  such  a long  break. 
My  confidence  is  not  good  and 
it  will  take  time.  My  lack  of 
competition  will  make  it 
harder  tor  me  to  get  back  to 

normal." 

His  immediate  task  is  to 
regain  form  here  and  in 
Dubai  next  week  before  going 
to  Jacksonville  and  Atlanta 
before  the  US  Masters. 

He  has  a new  dub  contract 
with  the  Cobra  company  and 
will  be  using  the  titanium 
driver  with  which  Greg  Nor- 


man won  the  Doral  Open  last 
Sunday. 

His  new  caddie  is  Martin 
Gray  from  Worksop,  whose 
previous  employers  indude 
two  Ryder  Cup  men,  David 
Gilford  and  Gordon  Brand  Jr. 
Gilford  won  the  first  of  his 
two  Moroccan  titles  when  it 
was  last  staged  on  this  7,350yd 
Trent  Jones-designed  coarse 
in  1992. 

The  66  achieved  by  Howard 
Clark  on  the  way  to  becoming 
the  inaugural  winner  in  1987 
is  still  the  course  record. 
Mark  James  is  the  defending 
champion,  but  the  favourite 
for  a first  prize  of  more  than 
£58.000  Is  Ian  Woosnam.  who 
has  won  the  first  two  events 
of  the  year,  in  Singapore  and 
Perth.  The  Welshman  is  in- 
tent on  remaining  at  the  top 
of  the  Order  of  Merit  in  order 
to  qualify  for  all  this  season's 
majors. 


Seizinger  is 
World  Cup 
holder  at  last 

PERSISTENCE  paid  off 
yesterday  for  Katja 
Seizinger  of  Germany  when 
she  was  crowned  overall 
World  Cap  champion  at 
Lillehammer,  where  she 
finished  third  behind  Heidi 
Znrbriggen  of  Switzerland 
in  the  season’s  last 
downhilL 
Third  place  was  enough  to 
give  her  an  unbeatable  lead 
of  more  than  300  points 
from  her  nearest  rival. 
Anita  Wachter  of  Austria, 
with  three  races  remaining. 

“This  will  take  me  some 
time  to  sink  in,  because  I’ve 
been  dreaming  about  It  for 
so  long.”  said  Seizinger. 
who  twice  in  the  past  four 
years  had  seen  the  overall 
title  snatched  from  her  In 
the  season's  final  race. 
“This  title  is  the  one  that 
means  the  most  to  a skier, 
because  you  have  to  fight 
for  it  race  after  race." 

Seizinger,  who  has  won 
world  and  Olympic  titles, 
could  not  stop  the  veteran 
Zurbriggen  recording  her 
first  victory  of  the  season 
with  a faultless  run. 

In  the  men’s  race  Nor- 
way’s Lasse  Ejus  moved 
closer  to  the  downhill  title 
with  a brilliant  win.  His 
most  dangerous  rival,  Aus- 
tria’s Gunther  Mader,  kept 
in  touch  with  second  place 
but  Ejus.  whose  season  was 
marred  by  a spectacular 
crash  during  training  at 
Kitzbfihel  In  January,  now 
leads  by  183  points. 

The  World  Cup  finals 
continue  today  with  the 
two  snper-giant  slaloms. 
The  men’s  race  should  see 
an  exciting  battle  between 
the  overall  leader  Atle 
Skaardal  of  Norway  and 
Austria's  Hans  Knaus.  only 
13  points  behind.  Seizinger. 
already  certain  to  take  the 
World  Cup  In  the  super-G 
as  well,  will  start  favourite 
In  the  women’s  race. 


RFL  seeks  to  save 
world  in  Australia 


Paul  n^jatricfc 


Townsend  in  top  gear . . . Scotland’s  stand-off  accelerates  out  of  the  clutches  of  Austin  Healey  at  Franklins  Gardens  yesterday  photograph:  frank  baron 

East  Midlands  47,  Barbarians  1 9 

Hosts  run  Barbarians  to  ground 


RITISH  rugby  league 
yesterday  said  it 
(would  organise  its 
own  competition  in 
Australia  in  an  attempt  to 
protect  the  “concept  of  world 
Super  League”. 

It  plans  to  set  up  the  compe- 
tition. to  run  alongside  the 
European  Super  League 
which  starts  this  month,  if 
court  action  prevents  Rupert 
Murdoch  going  ahead  with 
the  Australian  Super  League. 

The  Rugby  Football  League’s 
move  came  within  hours  of  a 
court  hearing  in  Sydney  at 
which  an  offer  from  Murdoch 
to  scrap  the  inaugural  Super 
League  season  and  pay  huge 
damages  — a sum  of  £100  mil- 
lion has  been  mentioned  — 
was  rejected  by  the  Austra- 
lian Rugby  League. 

Today,  also  in  Sydney,  the 
RFL  will  outline  its  proposal 
to  Justice  James  Burchett 
and  seek  clarification  on  the 
position  of  the  300  Australian 
Super  League  players,  whom 
its  proposed  competition  is 
designed  to  benefit. 

Murdoch  h3S  already 
received  a bloody  nose  from 
Justice  Burchett  who  ruled 
the  media  tycoon's  Super 
League  organisation  illegal 
and  granted  the  injunction 
that  stopped  it  getting  under 
way  last  weekend- 

The  ARL  is  hoping  to  land  a 
further  blow  by  seeking  a ban 
preventing  the  breakaway 
competition  from  starting  be- 
fore the  end  of  1999. 

However,  the  RFL  is  wor- 
ried that  attempts  could  be 
made  to  outlaw  Super  League 
worldwide,  and  its  QC.  Alec 


Cricket 


Shand,  will  be  laying  before 
Justice  Burchett  the  history 
of  how  the  Super  League 
came  into  being. 

He  will  point  out  that  when 
the  RFL  accepted  Murdoch's 
£87  million  offer  to  sign  up  for 
the  European  Super  League  it 
communicated  the  facts 
"within  minutes”  to  the 
ARL’s  executive  chairman 
Ken  Arthurson.  The  RFL 
claims  Arthurson  is  on  record 

as  saying  that  he  fully  under- 
stood the  reason  behind  the 
decision. 

As  a result  says  the  RFL  In 
a statement  the  expanded 
world  club  championship  and 
the  nine-nation  International 
Board  were  formed,  and  these 
would  be  jeopardised  by  the 
orders  being  sought  by  the 
ARL. 

Paul  Harrison  of  the  RFL 
said:  "We  have  taken  advice 
from  lawyers  in  this  country 
and  Australia.  Our  lawyers 
will  be  emphasising  that  our 
main  aim  is  to  protect  the  de- 
velopment of  rugby  league 
worldwide.  These  proposals 
will  be  considered  by  the 
judge  and  the  decision  will  be 
handed  down  in  the  next  few 
days. 

“We  have  also  advised  the 
judge  that  we  have  received 
letters  from  several  countries 
such  as  Fiji  and  Papua  New 
Guinea  who  are  relying  upon 
us  to  fight  for  their  cause." 

Despite  the  RFL's  argu- 
ments. its  move  looks  more 
like  a legal  ploy  than  a realis- 
tic proposition.  The  plan 
sounds  highly  implausible 
and  would  almost  certainly  be 
illegal  under  the  terms  of  the 
judgment  made  against  the 
Australian  Super  League. 

Two  other  issues  are  of  con- 


cern to  the  British  game:  the 
world  club  championship 
play-offs,  due  to  be  held  in 
September  between  the  lead- 
ing eight  Australasian  and 

European  Super  League 
clubs,  and  the  planned  Great 
Britain  tour  to  Australasia. 

Maurice  Lindsay,  the  RFL 
chief  executive,  has  given  an 
assurance  that  a tour  will 
take  place  even  if  it  means  go- 
ing to  somewhere  other  than 
Australia,  but  no  such  guar- 
antee can  be  given  for  the 
play-offs. 

All  that  can  now  save  them, 
it  would  appear,  is  if  the  RFL 
and  the  ARL  start  to  negoti- 
ate. And  the  ARL  has  vet  to 
show  signs  of  fulfilling  the 
promise  of  its  chief  executive 
John  Quayie  that  the  rebuild- 
ing process  would  be  "totally 
without  recrimination,  with- 
out prejudice". 

Much  closer  to  the  truth 
was  his  aside  that  the  whole 
thing  was  a “frigging  mess". 

• Wigan  have  decided  not  to 
pursue  their  interest  in  the 
Hull  back-row  forward  Steve 
McNamara.  The  England  and 
Great  Britain  player,  who 
asked  for  a move,  was  put  up 
for  sale  this  week  at  £350.000. 
which  would  be  a record  fee 
for  a forward. 

Jack  Robinson,  Wigan's 
chairman,  said  yesterday: 
"The  asking  price  is  a little 
bit  out  of  our  range  and  we 
are  trying  to  give  all  our 
young  lads  a chance.  We  are 
not  looking  for  reinforce- 
ments at  this  particular 
time." 

Hull's  coach  Phil  Sigsworth 
said  no  offers  had  been 
received  so  far  but  he  added 
that  the  club  were  willing  to 
go  to  a transfer  tribunal. 


Sri  Lankans  limber  up  for 
England  with  runaway  win 


Mike  Selvey  in  Karachi  examines  the 
World  Cup  quarter-final  line-up  and  hears 
ominous  thunder  rolling  up  from  Kandy 


FTER  three  weeks  and 
28  matches  the  pre limi- 
stages  of  the  World 
Cup  are  finally  over  and  the 
real  thing  can  begin.  The 
quarter-final  pairings  were 
decided  by  yesterday’s  final 
round  cif  matches  in  Lahore, 
Kanpur  and  Kandy,  with  wins 
for  Pakistan  over  New  Zea- 
land, India  over  Zimbabwe, 
and.  Sri  Lanka  over  Kenya. 

So  in  Falsalabad  on  Satur- 
day England  will  face  a Sri 
Lanka  side  fresh  from  their 
144-run  trouncing  of  the  Afri- 
cans in  front  of  a capacity 
20,000  crowd.  It  was  an  awe- 
some display  that  boded  ill  for 
England's  chances. 

Kenya  by  no  means  dis- 
graced themselves  with  254 
for  seven,  but  they  never  had 
any  hope  of  catching  the 
home  side's  record-breaking 
398  for  five  in  50  overs.  Ara- 
vinda  de  Silva  top-scored  with 
145  to  become  the  first  Sri 
Lankan  to  make  a century  in 
the  World  Cup. 

Sri  Lanka's  total  beat  the 
previous  best  for  a limited- 
overs  international  of  363  for 
seven  in  55  overs  — by  Eng- 
land against  Pakistan  at  Not- 
tingham in  1992.  It  also  sur- 
passed the  previous  World 
Cup  record  total  of  360  for 
four  by  West  Indies  against 
Sri  Lanka  at  Karachi  in  1987. 

Also  on  Saturday.  India 
meet  Pakistan  under  the 
lights  in  Bangalore  in  what 
would  have  constituted  the 
dream  final.  On  Monday 
South  Africa,  the  favourites 
with  an  unblemished  record 
to  date,  face  West  Indira  here 
and  Australia  fight  out  their 
own  personal  antipodean 
battle  with  New  Zealand  in 
Madras,  again  under  lights. 

The  competition  therefore 
says  thank  you  and  goodbye 
to  the  expected  quartet  of  Hol- 
land, Kenya,  the  United  Arab 
Emirates  and  Zimbabwe,  the 
only  Test-playing  country  of 


the  four.  Each  left  a sufficient 
mark  during  their  stay  (and 
Kenya  more  of  an  indelible 
stain  on  West  Indies  cricket) 
for  their  future  participation 
to  be  justifiable  if  a better 
schedule  can  be  devised. 

Of  the  four  quarter-finals, 
the  one  to  arouse  the  greatest 
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interest  is  the  Indin-Pakistan 
battle,  if  only  for  political 
reasons.  Already  Bal  Thack- 
eray, head  of  the  Hindu  ex- 
tremist party  Shiv  Sena,  has 
said  that,  should  Pakistan 
reach  the  semi-final,  mea- 
sures will  be  taken  to  prevent 
them  taking  the  field  In  Chan- 
digarh, and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  security  in  Bangalore 
will  be  massive  for  the  dur- 
ation of  the  Pakistan  stay. 

There  had  been  suggestions 
that  Pakistan  might  be  pre- 
pared to  throw  their  qualify- 
ing matches  against  England 
and  New  Zealand  to  avoid 
leaving  home  at  all  for  toe 
quarter-final.  But  as  England 
appeared  incapable  of  taking 
advantage,  Pakistan  may 
have  given  it  up  as  a mission 


impossible  and  simply  ac- 
cepted the  consequences  of 
winning.  They  knew,  too.  that 
in  Chandigarh  they  would  not 
be  under  the  sort  of  pressure 
that  comes  from  their  own  de- 
manding tons. 

The  prospect  of  England 
meeting  Sri  Lanka  has  been 
looming  since  they  lost  to 
New  Zealand  in  the  opening 
match  of  the  tournament,  and 
the  Sri  Lankans  gained  a 
four- point  advantage  from 
their  two  walkovers. 

Sri  Lanka  are  a talented 
team  but  no  one  could  have 
anticipated  the  sort  of  car- 
nage that  has  been  coming 
from  their  batsmen.  Because 
of  the  deep  hurt  felt  in  Sri 
Lankan  circles  over  the 
shabby  treatment  meted  out 
to  them  by  the  Test  and 
County  Cricket  Board,  vic- 
tory over  England  would  be 
doubly  sweet 

In  Madras,  Australia  ought 
not  to  have  too  much  trouble 
disposing  of  New  Zealand, 
who  are  competitive,  as  al- 
ways, but  not  in  the  same 
league. 

A more  unpredictable 
match  will  take  place  in  Kara- 
chi’s National  Stadium.  Logic 
says  that  South  Africa  are  too 
competent  and  confident  to 
lose.  West  Indies  have 
scraped  through  only  by  a 
coat  of  varnish,  yet  this  is 
one  game  they  will  be  desper- 
ate to  win. 

England  leave  Karachi  for 
Faisalabad  today  minus  Neil 
Fairbrother.  who  has 
returned  home,  but  with  his 
replacement  Mark  Rampra- 
kash  having  arrived  yester- 
day. Unless  something  unto- 
ward happens  to  a batsman 
before  the  toss  on  Saturday 
his  contribution  will  be 
purely  as  cover. 

At  the  moment  there  seems 
no  way  that  Dominic  Cork 
can  get  out  of  the  prospect  of 
propelling  the  new  ball  at  the 
openers  Jayasuriya  and 
Kaluwitharana.  His  knee  is 
troublesome  and  in  the  long 
term  will  probably  require 
more  drastic  measures,  but 
he  should  be  fit  enough  for 
the  weekend. 


Kambli’s  charmed  life  seals  Zimbabwe  fate 


David  Hopps  in  Kanpur 


VENOD  KAMBLI  has  a haz- 
ardous approach  to  bat- 
ting that  is  much  attuned  to 
Indian  life.  He  bedecks  him- 
self with  enough  jewellery 
and  lucky  charms  to  set  up  a 
roadside  stall,  and  then  treats 
perpetual  danger  as  if  it  were 
an  everyday  occurrence. 

Nor  is  Kambli,  who  grew  up 
in  the  Bombay  slums,  particu- 
larly selective  over  which  reli- 
gion he  turns  to  few:  protection. 
Crucifixes  jangle  for  room 
alongside  pictures  of  Hindu 
gods,  rival  talismans  striving 
to  keep  a precarious  interna- 
tional career  on  stable  ground. 

On  careering  to  an  eventful 
century  yesterday.  Kambli 
had  so  many  charms  to  kiaa 
that  he  was  in  danger  of  be- 
coming entangled  in  bis  own 
chains.  But  it  was  thanks  to 


his  dash  and  dare  that  India 
is  now  awash  with  feverish 
excitement  in  anticipation  of 
a quarter-final  against  Paki- 
stan in  Bangalore  on  Satur- 
day; his  106  came  from  110 
balls  before  Grant  Flower 
caught  him  at  long-on,  four 
overs  from  toe  end  of  Lidia’s 
innings. 

The  fielder's  reaction  was 
to  fling  toe  ball  away  in  dis- 
gust reflecting  the  fact  that 
Kambli  had  been  dropped 
three  times  and  should  also 
have  been  run  out  on  10.  div- 
ing headlong  into  the  crease 
as  Whittall  failed  to  pick  up 
cleanly  at  cover. 

Zimbabwe  are  the  only  foil 
Test  nation  to  have  made  less 
of  an  impression  on  this 
World  Gup  than  England, 
who  at  least  have  one  more 
chance  to  redeem  themselves. 

To  reach  the  quarter-finals 
on  fester  run-rate,  either  at 


India  or  West  Indies'  expense. 
Zimbabwe  needed  to  win  by 
an  overwhelming  margin, 
and  when  India  subsided  to  32 
for  three,  with  their  top  three 
batsmen  Tendulkar.  Manjre- 
kar  and  Azharuddin  all  dis- 
missed. they  were  not  without 
hope.  But  their  fielding  fell 
away  badly,  and  Sidhu's  de- 
pendability in  making  80 
from  116  balls  proved  a wor- 
thy foil  to  his  more  head- 
strong partner. 

The  task  for  Zimbabwe's 
batsmen  had  become  insur- 
mountable: 248  in  14  overs  to 
reach  the  last  eight  ahead  of 
West  Indies.  Even  victory 
proved  elusive,  India  win- 
ning by  40  runs. 

Jadeja.  who  had  batted  with 
class  in  toe  closing  overs,  fol- 
lowed up  with  some  routine 
left-arm  spin  and  two  wickets 
to  claim  an  unlikely  Man  of 
the  Match  award. 
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Illingworth’s 
‘supremo’ 
days  may  be 
numbered 


ENGLAND  TREMBLE  AT  RECORD  CRICKET  SCORE 


Paul  Weaver 


. AYMOND  riling- 
(worth's  tenure  as 
i chairman  of  the  £ng- 
llind  selectors  may 
have  only  two  more  weeks  to 
run. 

The  Test  and  County 
Cricket  Board,  at  its  spring 
meeting  at  Lord's  yesterday, 
issued  a deadline  of  March  20 
for  members  to  submit  their 
nominations  to  the  chief  exec- 
utive Alan  Smith. 

That  is  only  three  days 
after  the  World  Cup  final,  al- 
though it  may  be  that  Illing- 
worth and  his  players  will  al- 
ready have  been  back  in 
England  some  time  by  then.  If 
there  is  more  than  one  nomi- 
nation a ballot  will  be  con- 
ducted and  the  result  an- 
nounced before  the  end  of 
March. 

The  beleaguered  Illing- 
worth can  put  another,  even 
more  critical,  date  In  his 
diary  this  morning:  March  26. 
That  is  when  the  executive 
committee  of  the  board  will 
meet  to  decide  his  future  as 
England  team  manager. 

It  looks  increasingly  un- 
likely that  he  will  continue  in 
his  twin-job  “supremo"  role, 
and  his  position  as  manager 
is  looking  vulnerable.  John 
Emburey  is  his  most  likely 
successor  but  David  Lloyd, 
Phil  Neale  and  even  Jan 
Botham  have  been 
mentioned. 

Meanwhile,  the  TCCB  has 
reacted  predictably  to  the 
sorry  state  of  English  cricket 
It  has  not  like  West  Indies, 
sacked  the  coach  and  per- 
suaded the  captain  to  fall  on 
his  sword.  Instead  it  has 
formed  a working  party. 

It  will  be  chaired  by  an  in- 
ternational fencer,  one  who 
represented  Great  Britain  in 
the  1968  Mexico  Olympics.  In 
cricket  circles  David  AcQeld 


is  better  known  as  a former 
Essex  off-spinner  and  chair- 
man of  the  TCCB’s  cricket 
committee,  although  he  never 
played  for  England 

The  working  party  will, 
said  a statement  “review  ail 
aspects  relating  to  the  admin- 
istration, selection  and  man- 
agement of  England  teams  at 
home  and  abroad. 

“David  Acfield  will  be  the 
chairman  and  will  select  its 
members.  They  will  make 
their  recommendations  to  the 
executive  committee  and  then 
to  the  board  before  the  end  of 
this  season." 

The  board  also  confirmed 
that  this  season  three  points 
will  be  awarded  for  a County 
Championship  draw,  and 
from  next  year  the  majority  of 
Championship  matches  will 
start  on  a Wednesday. 

England  have  so  far  es- 
caped the  rancour  that  is  tear- 
ing apart  the  West  Indies 
team,  whose  coach  Andy 
Roberts  yesterday  provided  a 
fresh  fount  of  bad  feeling. 

Roberts  was  told  by  the 
West  Indies  board  that,  along 
with  Richie  Richardson  giv- 
ing up  the  captaincy,  he  and 
the  team  manager  Wes  Hall 
would  be  dismissed  at  the  end 
of  the  World  Cup. 

Courtney  Walsh  has  been 
named  as  captain  for  the 
series  against  New  Zealand  in 
the  Caribbean  this  month. 
The  former  captain  Clive 
Lloyd  will  be  coach  for  the 
series,  with  the  Barbadian 
representative  on  the  board, 
Tony  Marshall,  taking-over  as 
manager.  . 

“A  lot  of  these  decisions  are 
taken  by  people  who  really  do 
not  understand  cricket,” 
Roberts  said.  “It’s  one  thing 
to  read  about  cricket  it's  an- 
other thing  to  understand  it 

“Most  of  the  time  they're 
far  away  in  the  Caribbean. 
It's  difficult  for  them  to 
understand  what’s  going  on." 


Beach  feud 
generates 
modest  heat 


Ian  Katz 


Fan  base. . . a supporter  helps  De  Silva  celebrate  his  century  as  Ranatnnga,  who  made  75  not  out  stands  by  dbctercruez 


live  climax  to  the 

Cricket  World  Cup 

quarter  finals, 

England  v Sri  Lanka  Pakistan  v India 
Australia  v New  Zealand  West  Indies  v South  Africa 
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Sri  Lanka’s  batsmen  wind  up 
for  the  World  Cup  showdown 


AS  IF  their  own  stutter- 
ing form  were  not  a bad 
enough  handicap,  England 
go  into  their  World  Cup 
quarter-final  against  a Sri 
Lanka  side  who  yesterday 
batted  their  way  to  the 
highest-ever  total  in  a one- 
day  intemationaL 
Topped  by  a relentless  145 
off  115  balls  from  the  former 
Kent  batsman,  Aravinda  de 
Silva,  Sri  Tanka  swept  aside 
the  Kenya  bowlers  to  reach 
398  for  five.  Their  eventual 
victory  by  144  runs  put 
Group  A’s  top  team  in  per- 


fect heart  for  Faisalabad 
on  Saturday,  prompting  a 
gloomy  reaction  from  the 
manager  of  Group  B's 
third  -from  -bo  tto  m side. 

“We’ll  need  to  be  at  our 
best  to  beat  them,”  Ray- 
mond Illingworth  warned. 
*Tve  said  all  along  they  are 
dangerous.” 

In  the  other  quarter-fin- 
als India  play  Pakistan, 
West  Indies  meet  South  Af- 
rica, and  Australia  take  on 
New  Zealand. 

Mike  Setvey,  page  15 


THE  Seventh  Avenue 
pavement  was  still  dot- 
ted with  grubby 
mounds  of  ice  and  dirt 
from  the  previous  week’s 
snowfall,  but  inside  Madison 
Square  Garden  Holly  McPeak 
was  jogging  on  to  the  court  in  a 
red  bikini 

Even  if  she  was  the  scantiest 
dad  of  the  women  finalists. 
McPeak  did  not  look  out  of 
place  since  the  floor  of  the  fam- 
ous arena  lay  buried  under  240 
tons  of  white  sand.  “Hey,  we're 
having  fun  at  the  beach,"  de- 
clared an  announcer  with  no 
trace  of  irony. 

Welcome  to  beach  volley- 
balL  the  latest  and  most  pre- 
posterous addition  to  the  ros- 
ter of  Olympic  sports. 

For  more  than  a decade,  a 
few  dozen  bronzed  surfer  types 
have  earned  a respectable  liv- 
ing digging  and  spiking  their 
way  around  the  game's  modest 
professional  tour. 

But  the  sport's  potential  for 
growth  always  seemed  limited 
as  long  as  it  was  confined  to 
venues  in  California.  Florida 
and  Brazil.  The  solution?  If 
you  can't  bring  Mohammed  to 
the  beach,  bring  the  beach  to 
Mohammed. 

The  United  States'  three 
professional  leagues  (two  for 
men  and  one  for  men  and 
women)  now  regularly  bring  a 
taste  of  Venice  Beach  to  win- 
try cities  where  the  only  sand 
is  the  stuff  spread  in  the 
streets  to  melt  the  ice. 

Playing  indoors  has  its  ad- 
vantages, explained  Karolyn 
Kirby,  one  of  the  top  women 
players,  after  an  early-season 
tournament  in  sub-zero  Fair- 
fax,  Virginia  a few  weeks  ago. 
'You  don’t  have  to  worry 
about  sunburn." 

TO  COMPLETE  the 
transformation  of  the 
arena  where  the  New 
York  Rangers  do  battle 
in  the  national  ice  hockey 
league,  the  organisers  of  last 
weekend’s  Evian  Indoor 
Championships  distributed 
brightly  coloured  beachballs 
to  spectators  and  laid  on  stalls 
selling  beachwear  and  nasty 
tropical  drinks. 

Bronx  teenagers  area ' t ex- 
actly packing  away  their  base- 
ball mits  but  there  are  some 
signs  of  the  sport’s  growing 
popularity  far  from  its  Cali- 
fornian heartland.  Several 
outdoor  courts  opened  on  a 


disused  wharf  by  the  Hudson 
River  last  summer,  and  out- 
side Washington  an  old  ware- 
house has  been  converted  into 
a slice  of  Miami  beach  com- 
plete with  processed  sand  and 
beautiful  people. 

The  game's  enthusiasts  pre- 
dict a surge  of  interest  after 
the  sport  makes  its  Olympic 
debut  on  an  artificial  patch  of 
beach  in  Atlanta  this  summer. 

It's  easy  to  see  why.  Com- 
bining wholesome,  aerobic 
sex  appeal  with  the  sunny  es- 
capism ofhoiiday  brochures, 
beach  volleyball  seems  the 
perfect  sport  for  the  MTV  age 
— Baywatch  with  scoring. 

It  doesn't  hurt  that  dashing 
and  lunging  about  on  a beach 
appears  to  be  the  quickest 
route  to  a perfect  physique. 
The  cognoscenti  talk  know- 
ingly about  "sand  legs".  “It's  a 
function  of  working  out  on 
sand  that  we  have  really  good 
legs  and  are  very  fit.”  Kirby 
explained.  “It’s  survival  of  the 
fittest  out  there.” 

The  US’s  glossy  media  seem 
suddenly  to  be  arriving  at  a 
similar  conclusion.  Nancy 
Reno,  the  top-ranked  women’s 
player,  was  last  week  being 
photographed  by  Herb  Ritts 
for  the  May  issue  of  Vogue. 
Annie  Leibowitz  had  already 
shot  her  for  an  upcoming  edi- 
tion of  Vanity  Fair. 

BEACH  volleyball  even 
has  the  prerequisite 
for  any  self-respect- 
ing pro  sport:  a bitter 
feud  between  two  rival  organi- 
sations. The  International 
Volleyball  Federation  (FIVB) 
is  the  dirtiest  word  (or  four 
words)  on  the  A VP  tour— the 
one  favoured  by  US  stars  such 
as  Karch  Kiraly  and  Kent 
Steffes. 

Under  a compromise  agree- 
ment the  (JS  Olympic  team 
will  feature  representatives 
from  both  leagues,  though  Kir- 
aly has  hardly  extended  an 
olive  brach  to  his  likely  team- 
mate. the  veteran  FIVB  star 
Sixyin  Smith.  “Unfortunately 
his  qualification  weakens  our 
Olympic  team,"  Kiraly  de- 
clared flatly  last  week. 

His  remark  did  not  sit  alto- 
gether comfortably  with  the 
declaration  by  Evian 's  mar- 
keting boss  Paul  Block  that  his 
brand  of  m ineral  watter  fitted 
well  with  beach  volleyball  be- 
cause both  had  a “nurturing, 
giving"  image. 

As  the  crowd  ofl 2.000  enter- 
tained themselves  play  mg 
beachball  and  doing  the  wave. 
McPeak  and  Reno  slugged  it 
out  with  Angela  Rock  and  Liz 
Masakayan  for  the  first  prize 
of  $31,500  each.  In  a tight  fin- 
ish the  top-seeded  duo  pre- 
vailed: a fitting  result,  a num- 
ber or  male  spectators  agreed, 
given  the  unsporting  insis- 
tence of  Rock  and  Masakayan 
on  wearing  lycra  shorts  over 
their  swimming  costumes. 


There  were,  in 
the  first  few 
weeks,  an  array 
of  flowers  left 
at  the  scene, 
mysteriously 
dropped  by 
unseen  hands 
in  the  dead  of 
night.  One  paid 
tribute  to  the 
man  on  the 
back  seat,  who 
took  two  shots 
to  his  head  and 
one  in  the 
stomach.  “A 
wonderful 
man,”  it  read. 


Guardian  Crossword  No  20,594 

Set  by  Chrfonie 


Across 


9 A nomad  can  earn  when 
involved  in  it  (9) 

10  Group  leader  has  spoken 
about  backing  for  piece  of 
music  (5)  ■ 

11  Set  a rag  alight?  That  will 
make  your  eyes  water!  (4,3) 

12  A swing  made  to  catch  the 
wind?  Not  half!  (7) 

13  h is  said  to  restrict 
precipitation  (4) 

14  it’s  risky  to  brush  with  vigour 
(5-3-2) 

16  Stroke  catches  head  of  young 
crew  tor  recompense  (7) 

17  Des  gets  such  accom- 
modation for  noble  lady  (7) 

19  Stop  and  pay  for  laboratory 
apparatus  (10} 

22  Litigant's  made  to  agonise, 
but  not  very  loudly  (4) 

24  Ship's  officer  acquiring  a 
plant  (7j 


25  The  best  drinks  get  knocked 
back  for  fee  ongoing 
revolution  (7) 

25  To  be  in  power  and  in  control 
is  great  (5) 

27  A warning  signal  tt&fs  almost 
completely  effortless  (4.5) 
Down 

1 You’ll  probably  stamp  this 
for  an  eccentnc  getting  a 
painting  job  over  f 7,8) 

2 Agiri  eats  it  tor  amusement  (8) 

3 Abarrierthafshartltotrkn(5) 

4 No  honours  left  in 
credentials  (8) 

5 Cats  get  It  wrong,  stiQ  (6) 

6 A settlement  for  race  with 
clean  disposition  (9) 

7 Beast  takes  redhead  for 
partner  (6) 

8 A powerful  tug  from  a very 
supportive  person  (5,2,8) 

15  It  will  help  you  rememberfee 
late  master’s  character  (9) 


CROSSWORD  SOLUTION  20,593 


17  Cover-up  over  a right  w 
laggard  (8) 

18  There's  a carriage  to  fur 
on  time  (8) 

20  Fungus  raised  by  spy 
agency  in  chaff  t6) 

21  Succeed  in  getting  righ 
model  insects’  nest  (6) 

23  A magical  penod  (5) 

Solution  tomorrow 
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